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Moving to an online platform from a classroom setting at DAS
If there is one thing that is constant in all our lives, is that there
will always be change, no matter who we are or where we
are. It is up to us to be flexible and adapt ourselves
accordingly when the time comes.
Here at Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS), we were
thrown a curveball at the beginning of Term 2 when Ministry
of Education (MOE) asked to suspend all after school activities/
classes for students. However, due to some forward thinking of the
DAS, we had already prepared our hearts for this and were
anticipating the jump to online teaching for our students.
No matter how much we had prepared ourselves for the
jump mentally, the actual act of the jump felt exactly like
that! It was an actual jump into an unknown destination. In Star
Wars terms, we had used our hyperdrive to make the time/
space jump and ended up in completely unknown territory. We
were all so apprehensive and worried the first week we had to do
online classes.
It was truthfully very messy the first week, as it was completely
new and novel to the DAS teachers, their students and these
students’ parents. The first week was a lot of “Please use your DAS
email to sign in please”, “Please check your Wi-Fi and connection”,
“Let me share my screen with you to show you what
needs to be done”, “Hold on, let me help your friend
having problems logging in” “Can you guys mute
yourselves for a bit, it’s too loud!” etc.

We were trying to teach classes while juggling talking to confused
parents who wanted to help their children, while WhatsApping students their
email and giving step by step instruction to come online. The amount of multitasking was unbelievable.
Another issue DAS teachers faced was that prep time for classes significantly
increased as we had to scour for online tools that will be the best fit for our classes.
Then it was announced that Week 3 of Term 2 onwards, we would have to teach from
home due to the national circuit breaker, which was yet another curveball thrown our
way. By this time, we had expected for this change to happen and were not taken by
surprise and instead all of us just rose to the occasion, by packing all our work things and
lugging them back home.
So thus began another round of adjustments as we settled into carving out a space
for us to work and teach out of in our respective homes. By this time, we had
become a lot more resilient and adaptive to the changes coming our way.
When DAS made the decision to not follow the MOE May holidays, we all just
continued striving and working hard for our students.
At this point, we have fallen into a rhythm and routine with our students, while
they have also gotten used to the routine of online classes. We, here at DAS,
have proven that we are more resilient and adaptive than we thought. In
the beginning, online teaching seemed like a mountain that we could not
conquer, and yet here we are, slowly but surely trekking little by little to the
summit with our grit. I feel all of us have truly stood up to the occasion.
Therefore, holding on closely to what Greek philosopher Heraclitus said,
“The only constant in life is change,” we continue to strive forward with each
other’s support in DAS.
.

