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DAS Centres 

Ang Mo Kio 
AMK 

Anderson Primary School 
T:  6452 1186  

Bedok 
BDK 

Fengshan Primary School 
T:  6444 6910 

Bishan 
BJ8 

Bishan Junction 8, #06-03 
T:  6250 0526 

Chinatown Point 
CTP 

Chinatown Point, #04-01 
T:  6538 1658  

Jurong Point 
JPT 

Jurong Point, #05-01 
T:  6594 0331/2 

Parkway Parade 
PWP 

Parkway Parade, #22-01/02 
T:  6440 0716 

Queenstown 
QTN 

Queenstown Primary School 
T:  6475 9535 

Sengkang 
SKG 

Blk 257C Compassvale Rd,  
#01-545   T:  6881 2072 

Tampines 
TPN 

Blk 162,163, Tampines St 12, 
#01-257   T:  6786 0838 

Woodlands 
WDL 

Blk 165, Woodlands St 13,  
#01-567   T:  6269 0730 

DAS Academy 
 

 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House   T:  6336 2555  
www.dasacademy.edu.sg 

DAS International 
Services 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House   T:  6643 9600  
www.dasint.org.sg 

DAS Specialist 
Assessment 

Services 

Chinatown Point, #04-01 
T:  6538 1658  

Chua Chu Kang 
CCK 

Blk 17, Teck Whye Lane  
#01-167   T:  6464 8609 

Yishun 
YSH 

Blk 932 Yishun Central 1  
#01-101   T:  6451 5582  

Rex House 
REX 

73 Bukit Timah Road, #05-01 
Rex House   T 6643 9600/1  

Cheryl Cheong, Zubin Daruwalla, Deborah Hewes, 
Shenmee Lau, Eric Lee, Lee Siang, Robin Moseley, 
Janitha Panicker, Jayashree Panicker, Mr Rajaram, 
Geetha Shantha Ram, June Siew, Karen Wong 
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Welcome 

As we mourn the loss of our founding 
DAS President, Dr Jimmy Daruwalla, we 
reflect on the amazing achievements of 

DAS over the last 25 years.  DAS is proud 
to have made a difference in the lives of 

thousands of children with dyslexia.   
We will continue to embrace dyslexia 

and honour his legacy. 
 

The “Jimmy Daruwalla Fund" is created in 
his memory and the proceeds will be 

used to support individuals with dyslexia. 
Please help us to remember our founding 

President and make a donation  
to the fund.   

 
In October 2016 we will be celebrating 
our 25th Anniversary and there will be a 
celebration carnival at Toh Payoh Hub 

where we hope you can join us in the fun 
activities we have planned for the day. 

 
I hope you enjoy this issue of FACETS  
and that you find it as informative and 

enjoyable as it was for me to put 
together! 
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The conference started off with an opening 
address from Lee Siang, the CEO of DAS who 
spoke about the importance of constant 
improvement in our teaching methods to support 
students with learning differences.  Siang, who was 
proudly decked out in the iconic DAS red polo shirt, 

warmly welcomed our international presenters as 
well as guests.  He ended his speech with a call to 
action “Let’s UnITE to further the cause of our 
clients with Specific Learning Differences!”, which 
was so apt for the following presentations for the 
day.  
 
Following the opening address, we had a 
Research Sharing Session that saw four speakers 
from DAS (pictured above)  Their presentations was 
not just about the research that they had done in 
the past years, but also on topics very close to their 
hearts.   

Research Worth Sharing 

 
By Cheryl Cheong 

Publicity and Publications Officer 

Pictured above from left to right, Lois Lim, Assistant 
Director, Admissions, Dr Angela Fawcett, DAS Research 

Consultant, Geetha Shantha Ram, Director of MOE-aided 
DAS Literacy Programme and Staff Professional 

Development and June Siew, Head of DAS Academy.  
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As researchers, as educators and as practitioners 
who have worked very closely with individuals with 
SpLD for many years, they shared about Strengths 
in Dyslexia (Dr Angela Fawcett), the educator’s 
role in developing the potential of individuals with 
dyslexia (June Siew), reading and spelling gains in 
Singaporean students after a year of intervention 
(Lois Lim) and moving forward with dyslexia 
support in Singapore (Geetha Shantha Ram).  
 
The rest of the day is filled up with presentations. 
Attendees chose to join two out of the six breakout 
sessions where the presentations in each session 
follow a theme.  In all a total of 28 presentations 
occurred on the day, each delivered in short, 
engaging sessions that left the audience with the 
latest research from in the Asian region.  The 
presentations will be available on the DAS 
YouTube channel. 
 
At 4pm, we ended the conference with a panel 
discussion, “Dyslexia in the 21st Century”. The 
panellists were Dr Angela Fawcett, Dr Tan Wah 
Pheow, Dr Akira Uno and Lee Siang, who 
represent the different of dyslexia.  
 
This conference was the biggest that DAS has 
organised to date and we are now preparing for 
next year’s event.  Do you have research worth 
sharing?   

Pictured above from left to right, Eleonora Palmeri  from 
Italy and Mary Mountstephens from the UK.  

Pictured below is the members from the Discussion Panel 
from left to right is Geetha Shantha Ram, Angela 

Fawcett, Dr Tan Wah Pheow from Temasek Polytechnic,  
Dr Akira Uno from Japan and Lee Siang, DAS CEO. 
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Geetha Shantha Ram Angela Fawcett Dr Ong Puay Hoon 

Dr Tan Wah Pheow Dr Kristiantini Dewi Soegondo Priscillia Shen 

Nicole Chua Christina Chia Kwok Fuyu 

Ho Shuet Lian Hani Zohra Muhamad Yang Wen-si 

Lhannie Estrera Muzdalifah Hamzah Pushpaa Arumugam 
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Lois Lim Albert Lee June Siew 

Rebecca Yeo Wong Kah Lai Nandini Chatterjee Singh 

Dr Sharanjeet Kaur Patricia Mui Hoon Ng Dr Lim Boon Hock 

Edmen Leong Puvaneswari Kurusamy Dr Akira Uno 

Nur Alia Salim Eleonora Palmieri Fumie Shibuya 
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Delegates from Thailand presented their case 
study regarding the unique issues they have in 
their country in relation to supporting children with 

learning differences.  They spoke passionately 
about how other countries could support them in 
raising awareness about learning differences in 
Thailand. 
 
A resolution was made on the day to support 
Thailand and plans for a 2017 seminar in Thailand 
was discussed. 
 

International Guests Meeting  

 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 
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The Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) was 
invited by Ms Eiko Todo (pictured above), to the 
Asia-Pacific Dyslexia Festival (APDF) and 
Symposium's 2016 executive committee chair to 
participate in the event.  This platform was an 
important one for the Asian countries to come 
together to share our models of success, rally and 
push the frontiers for dyslexia intervention in Asia 
and beyond.   
 
The format of the APDF was truly inspiring. The 
APDF was not only meant for academics and 
educators, it was an event for the community to 
gather to celebrate people with dyslexia.  
 
The event which was held in Yokohama, Japan 
from the 11 and12 June 2016 attracted 1000 
people over two days.  Young individuals with 
dyslexia from Asia-Pacific shared about their 
inspirational journey with dyslexia and how they 
have gained from the gift of dyslexia.  We had a 
pilot, a Lee Kuan Yew award recipient, a 
technology advisor, an architect and a singer-song 
writer amongst many others in this group of 
talented young dyslexics.   

The presentations, performances and exhibitions of 
works by this group, together with the workshops, 
lend a refreshing touch to the notion of 
conferences.  
 
Other than this, leading academics and educators 
from the special needs field in Asia-Pacific and 
United Kingdom also shared about the model of 
dyslexia intervention in their own countries.   
 
I shared our model of dyslexia intervention in 
Singapore, a multilingual society.  The challenges 
that we face in supporting dyslexic children who 
do not have a good exposure to the standard 
English can be relevant for the Japanese context.  
 
Much of the literature and research on dyslexia 
intervention comes from the West and involve 
children who use English predominantly.  However, 
due to the influence of other languages, dyslexic 
children in Asia use English less predominantly and 
might have a weaker command of the oral aspect 
of the language.  
 
It follows that other than the components of 
dyslexia support readily identified in research in 
the West, dyslexia support in Asia might require 
additional components. e.g. grammar.   

 
 

 

Japan Dyslexia 
Festival

 
By  June Siew 

Head of DAS Academy 

Pictured above is the APDF Executive Committee Chair, 
Eiko Todo (L) with June Siew (R) 
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Using the event as a springboard, the different 
Asian countries have the opportunity to congregate 
and discuss about the essential components of 
dyslexia tutoring which can benefit the Asian 
children.  
 
The event has heightened awareness of dyslexia in 
Japan, where awareness is low, and where the 
stigma of having a learning difficulty still persists.   
 
It has definitely fuelled the interest of educators and 
parents to collectively do more to support children 
with dyslexia in Japan.  

Propositions for a dyslexia school in Japan were 
presented and it was obvious they were hungry for 
more educational choices and opportunities for 
children with dyslexia in Japan.  
 
This event was a successful prelude to the World 
Dyslexia Forum to be held in Okayama, Japan in 
2020.   
 

 
 

Pictured above are the presenters at the APDF, June is standing in the back row, 4th from the left and Brendan Lee is 
standing third from the right. 

Pictured above is June Siew (l) with Honami Iizuka, Miss 
Japan Greenery for Life 2016 and Brendan Lee,  

DAS Alumni and Lee Kuan Yew Award winner 2009 

Action at the APDF 
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PROGRAMME for  

DAS 25th Anniversary CARNIVAL 

Saturday, 8 October 2016 

10:00am Carnival Starts 

10:30am Official Opening 

11:00am Performances by DAS Students  

2:00pm Stage Activities 

3:00pm DAS GOT TALENT! 

6:30pm More Stage Activities 

8:00pm Carnival Ends 

Join us for fun activities all day!! 
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Asia Pacific Journal of Developmental Differences 
Contents for Volume 3 , Issue 2.  July 2016 

 
How does the understanding of dyslexia impact on University support in the UK: a survey of staff. 
Margaret Meehan 
 

Early predictors of dyslexia: Parental literacy skills, home and phonics support predicting preschoolers' 
phonological and literacy skills. 
Pei Yi Fong, Vicki Lim, Shehnas Alam, Lois Lim 
 

Impact of Information Technology: the use of iPads in Teaching. 
Soofrina Mubarak and Geetha Shantha Ram 
 

The Teaching of Math to Students with Dyslexia: A Teachers' Perspective. 
Hani Zohra bte Muhamad, Zachary Walker, Kara Rosenblatt 
 

Evidence-led improvements to the DAS Maths Programme  
Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen, Rebecca Yeo, Siti Aishah Bte Shukri and Aishah Abdullah  
 

How can 5 + 6 = 7? Exploring the use of a screening tool to investigate students’ mathematical thinking in 
class two in Kolkata, India. 
Melinda Eichhorn  
 

UnITE SpLD 2016 Conference in Singapore, Abstracts of Presentations. 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
 

Asia Pacific Journal of  

Developmental 

Differences 

Volume 3    Number 2    July 2016 

 

 

Now Available 

 

www.das.org.sg/publications 
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Parents, you can now connect with other parents 
to share your experience and knowledge of 

raising a child with dyslexia.   
 

Join us on Facebook now. 
 

DAS Parents Network  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 
 

Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 

 

www.facebook.com/dysSG 
 

DAS Academy Ltd 
 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy 
 

DAS International Services  
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational 
 

DAS Student Alumni 
 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 
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As we recognise the importance of developing  
students' potential holistically other than in areas 
of academia, we take this opportunity to 
congratulate Tobias on his promotion to Station 
Inspector and for being a recipient of the 
distinguished SPF-NPCC (Singapore Police Force - 
National Police Cadet Corps) Leadership Award 
during a recent ceremony at the Home Team 
Academy.  Mr and Mrs Siow have kindly shared 
their thoughts on their journey with their son, 
Tobias, and how they have supported him. 

Heartiest C ongratulations to Tobias Siow  

by Karen Wong 
Senior Educational Therapist 
Bedok Learning Centre 

Dear Karen  

...Thank you for your assistance 

and we deeply appreciate all you 

and the organisation have done 

for him all these years. 

 

Mr and Mrs Siow 
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  Applause 

MR & MRS SIOW SHARE THEIR JOURNEY WITH TOBIAS 
 
Tobias, the youngest among our five children, was found to have learning deficit in reading and writing 
while in kindergarten.  Notwithstanding his condition he still enjoys being read to and loves visits to the 
library browsing enthusiastically and selecting his favourite books.  However, at the age of six, his 
reading difficulty became more apparent and he had reversals in his writing.  Upon the advice of his 
kindergarten teacher, we brought him to the paediatrician who referred us to the Dyslexic Association of 
Singapore for a further assessment with an Educational Psychologist. 
 
The results concluded that Tobias had dyslexia.  The moment he entered primary school, we 
immediately enrolled him in the remediation programme with DAS.  His older brother, too, was dyslexic 
and was only assessed at a much later age where intervention was too late.  As concerned parents, we 
were inevitably worried about this learning difference and the effect it might have on his future.  Unlike 
his older sibling, Tobias’ early intervention enabled him to read fluently and he truly enjoyed that 
independence.   
 
This new found asset has somewhat translated into channelling his focus to his own aspirations.  This is 
evident in the many entrusted leadership roles posed to him, stretching from being a Prefect to Vice 
Head Prefect in secondary school and recently excelling in his pet CCA in NPCC moving up to the 
eventual rank of Station Inspector.  This has certainly boosted his confidence and zeal to pursue his 
ambition in joining the Singapore Police Force when he graduates — a dream that he has had since his 
primary school days.  Though academically he’s just an average student, we believe he will work hard 
to make his dream become a reality.  
 
As parents we have come to realise that being dyslexic does not put one at a disadvantage nor should 
it hinder one from any form of advancement.  Our experiences have shown us that consistent family 
support, encouragement, care and love make up a holistic care for the child and has built up his 
confidence.  Though Tobias still exhibits effects of a dyslexic shortfall we continue to support and 
educate him in dealing with his education as well as his daily living, as we do with our other children, so 
he learns that there are no 
exceptions and he is expected to 
function like any other child.  
While we expect society to accept 
him as he is with his condition, we 
do not understate his reality so he 
is ever ready to integrate and 
face the challenges in society, not 
shying off from the thought that 
he is dyslexic.  
 
Every child has their individual 
talents but as parents, we are 
mindful to observe and 
understand their learning abilities 
and provide a discerning 
development in the environment 
for them to exhibit their talent 
potential. 
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Yue Jia Xuan has her artwork showcased at 
SINGAPORE YOUTH FESTIVAL 2016 

 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 

Talented young artist Yue Jia Xuan, from Parkway 
Parade Learning Centre, had one of her art pieces 
submitted by her school, Naval Base Secondary 
School, for the Singapore Youth Festival 2016 held at 
the Singapore Arts Centre 

 
Out of the 500 art pieces at the exhibition, only 
eight pieces were selected to be presented to the 
Guest of Honour, Ms Low Yen Ling, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Education & Ministry of 

Trade and Industry and Mayor, South West CDC.  
Jia Xuan’s art piece was one of those selected.  
Jia Xuan is pictured above with Ms Low Yen Ling. 
 
Jia Xuan was delighted that her art piece was 
selected to show the Minister.  She was given a 
week to prepare a presentation for the minister 
and Jia Xuan surprised everyone with her self-
confidence at the opening ceremony where she 
was interviewed by a reporter from MOE.   
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Her teacher remarked that Jia Xuan was able to 
improve in leaps and bounds all because of the 
support, encouragement, praises and positive 
feedback from those who support her. 
 
Jia Xuan explains the meaning of her artwork 
below. 
 
The exterior of the box: 
 
It symbolised some of the positive emotions I 
have encountered in my life.  I have learnt that 
when I do not have self doubt and truly believe in 
myself, I am able to achieve success in many 
things which I have never dared imagined before 
at all. 
 
The lady and the heart-shaped fingers represents 
the most important person in my life, that's my 
beloved mother.  With her immense love, constant 
encouragement and utmost belief in me, it has 
propelled me to be more self-confident thus being 
able to achieve what I thought was impossible.  
I would not be where I am right now without my 
mother. 
 
For the interior of the box: 
 
These are the intense emotions I have when I 
suffered from extreme self-doubt and low self-
confidence.  Especially when I am overwhelmed 
with the many challenges and obstacles that 
come flooding into my life.  This led me into a 
depressive mood and feeling totally useless.  
Pretending to be happy and hiding behind a fake 
smile was easier than explaining the whirlpool of 
negative emotions swirling inside me. 
 
I have also learnt that 
in life, there are 
always the bad things 
happening alongside 
the good things as 
well.  So I will have to 
learn to be more 
resilient and bounce 
back quickly from 
setbacks and all those 
negative emotions so 
that I can move on 
quickly to appreciate 
and be grateful  for all 
the positive things that 
comes my way. 
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Amelia wins 
Gold, Silver & 

Bronze! 

 
 

 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 

 
Amelia first competed in a South East Asia event in 
Bangkok in 2014 in the Under-10 division against 
girls that were three years older than her.  She did 
not win but was unfazed as her objective of 
gaining experience was already met, and any 
medal would be a bonus.  Well, that experience 
has proven to be a very good investment for 
Amelia. 
 
Amelia’s final results at the Tri-Series are as 
follows: 
 

Junior F Girls 500m - Silver 
Junior F Girls 222m - Bronze 
Junior F Girls 333m - Gold 
Junior F Girls Overall - Silver 
Junior E-F Girls Team Relay - Gold 

 
Both sisters had been training in Qingdao during 
the June and December semester breaks last 
year. In Singapore over the past few months, they 
were training up to five times a week.  It certainly 
looks like their hard work and positive attitude 
have paid off!  
 
Congratulations to both girls for their wonderful 
contributions to Team Singapore's final medal 
tally!  
 
This sport has been a great boost to Amelia’s  
self-esteem and she has been able to focus better 
after picking up the sport.   
 
The Singapore Ice Skating Association is always 
looking to expand its talent pool for future Games 
and Amelia and Annette are proof that nothing is 
impossible. 
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Some race videos are available here: 
Tri-Series SEA Cup 2016 - Junior F Girls 333m Heats 2—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JJyAARcWDQ 
Tri-Series SEA Cup 2016 - Junior F Girls 333m Final A—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqMJzPof_ps  
Tri-Series SEA Cup 2016 - Junior E Girls 500m Heats 1—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWpzR-Tz7-g  
Tri-Series SEA Cup 2016 - Junior E Girls 500m Final A—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cM7JEvK9pys  

Minister Grace Fu chatting with Amelia about short track speed skating above and  
Amelia receiving her Gold medal from Minister Grace Fu below.  
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C ongratulations to our Winners 

 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 

Our DAS studetns are definitely talented!   
 
We are pleased to announce the winners of the 
25th Anniversary Logo Contest., Matthew Tang 
and Gracie Gerard, will both receive a $100 
Shopping Voucher. 
 

The 25th Anniversary logos will be used in the 
promotion of our 25th Anniversary events and 
activities. 
 
Congratulations to both of our talented 
desighers! 
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GRACIE GERARD 
Age: 13 

Bishan Learning Centre 
 

DAS is a one of kind 
place where dreams are 
made! The shooting stars 
symbolise self-fulfilment 

and advancement in life. 
The fonts of the text are 
shaped like tools. I feel 

my teachers at DAS equip 
me with tools to help me 
overcome my dyslexia 
and help me excel and 
achieve my goals in life. 

MATTHEW TANG 
Age: 12  

Ang Mo Kio  
Learning Centre 

 
The logo is heart-shaped 
because it shows the love 
DAS has for the Dyslexic 
kids, patiently helping 

them, developing them so 
that the Dyslexic kids can 

cope despite their learning 
difficulties. 
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Dr Daruwalla was the founding President of DAS when it 
was first registered in 1991 and continued in this role for 

25 years. The success of DAS would not have been 
possible without his dynamic leadership and contribution 

over the years.  Dr Daruwalla's passion to provide the best 
possible support for students with dyslexia has resulted in 

the growth of DAS into the organisation it is today that 
supports thousands of children with dyslexia. 

 
Dr Daruwalla saw dyslexia as an asset. 

 
He wanted to ensure that the stigma surrounding the 

difficulties that children with dyslexia have in education is 
removed and that by embracing support that they need to 
succeed, they will make a greater difference in the fabric 

of Singapore's progress. 
 

Embrace Dyslexia and may  
Dr Daruwalla's legacy continue to grow. 
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Dr Daruwalla, an orthopaedic surgeon, brought 
together a small group of friends to start the DAS 
as a community initiative of the Rotary Club of 
Raffles City. Over the years, he helped build DAS 
into one of the most active social organisations in 
Singapore.  Arguably, DAS supports the largest 
number of people with dyslexia when compared 
with the rest of the world and it is the first dyslexia 
association in South East Asia.  He has served as 
the President of the DAS Executive Committee 
since it was first registered in 1991. He also 
chaired the Board of DAS Academy and DAS 
International before his passing. 
 
In 2011, Dr Daruwalla became the inaugural 
winner of the tabla! Community Champion Award, 
launched by tabla!, a Singapore Press Holdings 
(SPH) newspaper for the Indian community to 
mark its third anniversary.  The Award is 
presented to a person from the Indian community 
with a distinguished record of working with the 
less fortunate in Singapore and who selflessly 
devoted time and effort to their chosen cause.  
 
In the last 25 years, Dr Daruwalla’s dedication 
has contributed greatly to the growth of DAS.  The 
success of the organisation has been instrumental 
in helping many students in Singapore cope with 
dyslexia.  Under his guidance, DAS has taken 
huge strides towards his goal of removing the 
social stigma surrounding dyslexia by embracing 
the strengths and talents of people with dyslexia 
while providing the support they need to succeed. 
 
“The board, management and staff of DAS are 
deeply saddened by the loss of Dr Jimmy 
Daruwalla. The success of DAS would not have 
been possible without his leadership, which has 
enabled us to progress in our mission. His selfless 
dedication has inspired many individuals with 
dyslexia to embrace their gifts and talents. We 
will strive to continue his legacy,” said Mr. Lee 
Siang, Chief Executive Officer of DAS. 

First DAS Learning Centre opened in 1993, (above)  

Dr Daruwalla with Mrs Goh Chok Tong, DAS Patron,

(below) at the opening of DAS Clementi Learning Centre 

on 2 September 1995 

DAS First Annual Charity Dinner and Dance in 1995 raises 

$250,000 with the help of Dr Daruwalla (below) 
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It’s difficult to express how much Jimmy has done 
for the Dyslexia Association of Singapore since its 
inception 25 years ago.  The interest and well-
being of DAS, its goals, the management, the 
staff, the parents, the children were constantly on 
Jimmy’s mind.  He took a very strong interest in 
every aspect of the organisation and shared with 
us in the Executive Committee his innermost 
thoughts, frustrations and visions of what the DAS 
could achieve.   
 
He attended as many functions, seminars, events 
and activities of DAS as possible and his name 
was synonymous with much of the success, growth 
and progress of DAS.  

Above all, Jimmy genuinely cared for the people 
working at DAS and the children it supports. This 
is what made Jimmy special.  This was also the 
way he treated his friends and his patients too.  
The people who were referred to him for his 
professional advice were always grateful for his 
care of them; he was reassuring, confident and a 
true professional in his work.  He was always 
quick to respond to the needs of his friends.  
 
Today, we can share with each other how much 
we miss him; we can look back and recall how 
much he has done for the DAS; we can fondly 
reminisce the great moments we had with him.  
Jimmy would have wanted every single person in 
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Dr Daruwalla pictured above with Eric Lee in 2015 at the 
book launch of ‘Embrace a Different Kind of Mind” .  

Pictured below is Eric Lee at the 21st Anniversary  
Gala Dinner in 2012, shaking hands with Dr Daruwalla. 

this auditorium to carry on what he strongly 
believed in.  He would want us to continue to do 
what he has done, so much in the last 25 years. 
That would be his wish, his legacy, what he has 
left behind.  
 
Friends, let us rise up and not be found failing in 
what he had believed in.  Let us together, press 
on and build DAS to be truly the model of what 
every organisation should be.  Let us strive to do 
more to help every dyslexic in Singapore first, 
then the region and perhaps the world.  Let us 
embrace dyslexia and help every single dyslexic 
to fulfil their full potential for themselves, their 
families and the world.  
 
Let every tear that we shed from now be also a 
tear to rejoice, to be determined more than ever, 
to use every potential that every person has in 
this room to bring the DAS to greater heights to 
be a world class organisation.  That is what 
Jimmy would have loved, that is what he had 
lived for, that is what we must strive for.  

At the 21st Anniversary Dinner in 2012, Dr Daruwalla is 
pictured below with Mrs Goh Chok Tong, DAS Patron, 
Robin Moseley, DAS CEO (2002—2014), Eric Lee, Vice 

President DAS Exco and Mr Rajaram DAS Exco Member 
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Jimmy is DAS himself, each of us in the Executive 
Committee (Exco) has been brought to the Exco 
because of him and Jimmy was the single binding 
factor.  
 
Jimmy is not someone who would accept a no. 
You couldn't get him to do anything you wanted, 
but he could get others to do whatever he 
wanted; he’d not accept “No”.  When he asked 
me to join DAS, he said, “I need you”, and that 
was the end of it.  He asked me to join the Rotary 
Club; one phone call, he came to my office with 
the forms and got my signature and I was a 
member of the Rotary Club.  Whatever he wanted, 
he got it.  But it wasn’t for himself, it was always 
for a cause he believed in, and he believed in 
DAS, like nobody else can. 
 
Jimmy as a Community Service Director at the 
Raffles City Rotary Club took on the DAS as a 
project and continued for 25 years. That is an 
example of his commitment and dedication. 

On the day before his surgery, he wanted a 
replacement for an Exco committee vacancy.  He 
went to have lunch with a potential member.  
After that, he came to my office and told me all 
about that meeting and I was excited that 
someone can join us.  He’s constantly looking for 
people to come and serve DAS and its cause. 
 
I’m not speaking here as an Exco member, I’m 
talking here as his friend, a very close friend.  I 
would say his best friend.  He’s not here to be 
that to me.  But he took it very seriously it was his 
calling. 
 
And as his eldest son would say, my father’s 
calling is to help others.  And that really sums up 
what Jimmy is.  Jimmy has left us, but we believe 
in his cause and will do what we can to fulfil his 
dream.   
 
Rest in peace, my friend. 
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In memory of my loving father, I will be putting 
together a book of photos spanning Dad's 
childhood, school years, life in India, Scotland and 
Singapore. I also plan to have specific sections 
dedicated to his contributions to Dyslexia and 
Rotary. So far, I have already compiled a number 
of quotes, thoughts, reflections, poems and other 
forms of text sent to me by various people, 
ranging from Dad's family, friends, the DAS, 
Rotarians, patients, colleagues, students, surgeons 
he has taught, and acquaintances.  
 
If you have any story (even silly or funny ones) that 
you'd like to share, please send what you'd like 
me to include in the book. 
 
Thank you for taking this time to remember Dad.  
I look forward to hearing from all of you.  
 

Pictured above at the Memorial Service for his father is 
Zubin Daruwalla (centre) with his wife, Khushnae (left) 

and his sister Jayashree Panicker (right) 
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When I read the email that informed me of Jimmy 
Daruwalla’s unexpected death I was shocked and 
deeply saddened that such an important person 
in my life, and that of many others, had passed 
away. I offer my sincere condolences to Jothy and 
to Jimmy's family and of course to Jimmy's many 
friends.  
 
I first met Jimmy, I think, in October 1992 at what I 
believe was the first AGM of the newly formed 
DAS. It was held at People's Park. I had only just 
arrived in Singapore but that didn’t stop Jimmy 
trying to persuade me to join Executive Committee 
(Exco) of DAS.  I managed to wriggle out of it at 
that time and instead volunteered the services of 
my friend, Tony Gash, who duly became a 
member of the first Exco.  It was a few years later 

that I heard from Jimmy again.  I had given a 
public talk on Dyslexia and Corina Lai (CFO, 2002 
to 2012), had been in the audience and had 
reminded Jimmy about me.   
 
It did not take long for Jimmy to ring me up and 
invite me for a drink at his club. In later years, 
Jimmy was to recall that the drink he offered was 
Gin and Tonic but I seemed to remember it was a 
beer.  Whatever the drink however, it obviously 
lowered my resistance and I found myself 
persuaded to become a member of the DAS Exco.  
 

Pictured above:  At the Retirement Celebration for  
Robin Moseley in September 2014, pictured from left to 

right, Dr Jimmy & Jothy Daruwalla, Glynis & Robin Moseley 
and Lee Siang DAS CEO 

 
By Robin Moseley 

Retired DAS CEO (2002—2014) 
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A few years later in October 2001, the Exco held 
a weekend retreat to decide the future direction 
of the DAS following an organisational review.  At 
the meeting I mentioned that I would be retiring 
soon and leaving Singapore the following year. 
Jimmy leapt into action and persuaded me not to 
retire and instead become a part-time Director of 
the DAS.  The twelve years that followed were to 
prove the most exciting and productive of my 
career and I shall always be grateful to Jimmy for 
persuading me to take on this role.   
 
There were, of course, many people were 
involved in the successful development of the 
DAS, but I think it is fair to say that Jimmy was 
foremost amongst those individuals.  He was 
passionate about improving the lives of dyslexic 
children especially those from poor families.  He 
was a determined and highly intelligent man who 
generously and freely gave of his own time to 
help the DAS.  I never knew him to refuse a 
request for help. Jimmy's networking skills were 
quite incredible and I lost count of the number of 
times he contacted me to say he had met yet 
another person who could help the DAS in some 
way or other.  Jimmy was one of a small number 
of people of whom it could truly be said that he 
left this world a better place than he found it. 
Many young people will have a much better 
chance in life because of his life and work.  
 
Finally, I would like to say that I feel privileged 
and honoured to have known Jimmy. He was a 
truly remarkable man. He will be much missed. 

A visit to DAS in 2005 by the then President of Singapore, Mr S. R. Nathan and Mrs Nathan 

Mrs Goh Chok Tong with Robin Mosely and Dr Daruwalla 
at the opening of the Bishan Learning Centre in 2008 

Robin Moseley and Dr Daruwalla at the opening of  
Chua Chu Kang Learning Centre in 2013 
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By Lee Siang 

CEO—Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

Much has been said about Dr Daruwalla since his 
passing, I would like to share what he was like as 
the President of the Executive Committee for the 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore.   
 
I have four descriptions of Dr Daruwalla: A fatherly 
figure, an unstinting supporter, a unifier and a true 
believer. 

He was a fatherly figure to many staff.  Indeed as 
our staff remember him, one of the most widely 
used descriptions was that he was a father figure 
to them.   
 
Many colleagues will remember him for his kind 
words of appreciation and support and I have 
certainly received much wise counsel. 
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He was a true unstinting supporter.  The day 
before his surgery was our UnITE SpLD Conference.  
We have noticed him being in pain over the last 
two months and had advised him not to attend.  
However, he wanted to support the organisers and 
the 17 staff who were speaking that day and came 
down.  That was the kind of person he was.  Never 
stinting in his support of DAS. 
 
He was a unifier.  I have been very fortunate to 
work under an Executive Committee that is unified 
and has a great sense of common purpose.  This 
amazing unity cannot be taken for granted in 
non-profit organisations and the resulting support 
and continuity for management from the Executive 
Committee has been a key factor in our growth 
and success. 

Last but not least, he was a true believer.  He 
often quoted the London Cass Business School 
Study which found that 30% of successful 
entrepreneurs identified themselves as dyslexic. 
They developed out of the box thinking and true 
grit from a very young age because of their 
dyslexia.  Dr Daruwalla therefore strongly believed 
that dyslexia can be an asset and that people with 
dyslexia can achieve great things in life. 
 
This is one of the most important things we must 
continue in order to carry on Dr Daruwalla's 
legacy.  This is an area that DAS must continue to 
emphasise, that dyslexia is an asset, that dyslexics 
have great strengths, that we can help them 
achieve and that we must help them to embrace 
their dyslexia. 
 
Dr Daruwalla has touched the lives of many 
people and his legacy will continue to do so. 
 

Dr Daruwalla pictured with Lee Siang (p54), at the  
DAS 2015 Student Graduation in November 2015.   
 
Dr Daruwalla, pictured left ,presenting the welcome 
speech at the DAS 2015 Student Graduation.   
 
Below left, presenting a token of appreciation to the 
guest speaker Charley Haynes at the DAS 2016 
Preschool Seminar.   
 
Below right, Dr Daruwalla at his last DAS event seated 
next to Executive Committee member Connie Yang  
Kong-Nee at the UnITE SpLD 2016 Conference held on  
23 June 2016. 
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Dr Daruwalla was welcoming and gracious to us in 
Singapore. We applaud his work on behalf of 

dyslexics and mourn his passing. 
Our sincere condolences 

 
Margaret & Tom West 

Our sincere condolences to his family and to all 
DAS members.  May he rest in peace.   

On behalf of Dyslexia Association of Indonesia 
 
 
 
 

Kristiantini Dewi & Purboyo Solek  

This is a great loss to us all.  We remember that 
he warmly gave his time, shared his knowledge, 

supported and encouraged us. He spoke with true 
conviction and championed the cause for the 

dyslexic community. We send our deepest 
condolences to his family and DAS.  With much 

love and prayers. 
 

Gary Seow & Carrie Chan  

DAS has lost a great leader and supporter, and 
countless people -- many whom we will never 

meet or know – we have lost a kind and generous 
doctor and friend.  Please convey my condolences 
to Jothy, who opened her home to Jessica and to 
me and made us feel welcome.  I have no words 

to express my sadness but my thoughts and 
prayers are with the DAS community. 

 
Charley Haynes  
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We will remember Dr Jimmy Daruwalla in our own 
special way; that words are sometimes difficult to 

describe. He was someone who was always 
supportive, giving you encouragement when you 

fall, congratulate you when you achieve it, and will 
scold you, in his own way... when things can be 

better…  DAS will not be the same again. BUT, we 
will all strive on.  Dr Daruwalla, you may now rest 
in peace. You will always be in our hearts and be 

remembered as long as we shall live.   
Goodbye Dr Daruwalla. 

 
Yati Kamsani and Ching Ching Tey 

Dr Daruwalla was such a humble, kind and 
generous man.  He was always very encouraging 

of everything that I did.  My life is richer for 
knowing and working with him.  I will miss him 
very much and we will continue to Embrace 
Dyslexia.  Sincere condolences to his family. 

 
Deborah Hewes  

Our deepest condolences - this must be such a shock 
for everyone at DAS, and also for us.  Although we 
did not know Jimmy well, it was clear that he was a 
driving force and inspiration for everyone.  I shall 

always remember him at the UnITE SpLD conference 
just the day before his operation, carrying on as 

normal, as if there were no problems, and so excited 
by my presentation.  He was a great man and a 

leader of men.  Our thoughts and good wishes are 
with you all at this sad time 

 
Angela and David Fawcett  

Dr Daruwalla was a fatherly figure who was a 
compassionate and caring man, he always supported 

and expressed his appreciation for the efforts 
undertaken by the fundraising team.. He never failed 

to give us a pat on our backs, for a job well done, this 
serve DAS a mark of his humility.  We are deeply 

saddened by his passing and the fond memories that 
we have of him will be etched in our hearts. 

Rest in peace, sir.  You will be missed… 
 

Jacqueline Song and Hema Krishnan 
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Dr Jimmy Daruwalla was a 'father figure' to all of 
us  He was a humble man, who always spoke kind 
words and gave us much encouragement during 

his speeches at all our DAS events.   
 

Without his passion, foresight, support and 
contributions, DAS would not be as successful as it 

is today. 
 

We miss you dearly Sir.  And we also promise you 
that your legacy will continue in our good work at 

DAS. Rest in peace and God bless your soul. 
 

T. Kavitha 
Educational Therapist 

DAS Woodlands Learning Centre 

Dr Daruwalla had given much to the society in 
helping dyslexic children in achieving their 

potential.  May God bless his soul, grant peace 
and loving memories to his family. 

 
Andrew Ho 

Centre Manager 
DAS Seng Kang Learning 

It is hard to think of DAS without Jimmy as he was 
there at its birth and throughout all its history. 

   
A massive and quite incredible contribution. 

 
Glynis and I send our sincere condolences to 

Jimmy’s family and DAS. 
 

Robin & Glynis Moseley 

I am privileged to have known Jimmy. 
Sincere condolences to the family. 

 
Dr Steve Chinn 

My deepest condolences to his loved ones.  
This is indeed very sad and a great loss to DAS! 
I'm very honoured to have had the opportunity to 

work for such a fine man! 
 

Rani Sidhu 
Ex DAS Academy Staff Member 
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Dr Daruwalla was the force behind the DAS and his commitment to helping our dyslexics achieve 
didn't just enable us - it propelled us to greater heights.  Since 1991, when DAS was first registered, 
till his passing, Dr Daruwalla wasn't deterred from his goal to make  
learners with dyslexia equal and important members of our society.  
 

 
As of 2016 and under his leadership, more than 9,500  
children have been identified as dyslexic, around 
6,500 received intervention, at least 30,000 people  
were reached through awareness talks and up to  
10 programmes to support the varying needs of  
our students with dyslexia are now available. 
 
He marched the acceptance and embrace of dyslexia  
into thousands of households and improved the lives  
of countless children. And through that he  
marched straight into our hearts.  
 

 

 
If anything, the challenges we faced only  
spurred him forward with renewed spirit.  
We have been inspired by how much  
commitment he brought to DAS and  
we could see the fire in his eyes  
whenever we spoke about  
the importance of support for  
our children with dyslexia 
 

 
He honoured us with his passion  
and we will miss him greatly. 
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Keeping the Dyslexic  

 
 

by Jayashree Panicker 
Educational Therapist 

Woodlands Learning Centre 
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It was during the first week of June that I opened 
my FaceBook page to a snap of my nephew and 
his father performing what seems like an 
attenuated approximation of popular Hindu 
imagery in which the menacing fiery goddess, 
Durga is trampling upon a defeated demon: the 
former being my nephew who in the picture wears 
his mother’s scarves round his neck and yields a 
feather duster in one hand, while the latter being 
my cousin who seems concussed from just the 
weight of his son’s foot.   
The accompanying caption explains it all: “this is 
what happens when the school holidays are here 
and the parents are not ready”.  
 
But fret not!  Lest you fancy a similar fate or feel 
variations of the above may garner ‘likes’ you are 
hankering for, allow me to share with you some 
meaningful ways in which you could engage your 
dyslexic child at home and not just during the 
school holidays. 

 
Listen To Read 
 
Let’s face it: our dyslexic learner may not enjoy 
sticking his/her nose in a book. While there are a 
number of drawbacks to this adverse reaction, it is 
critical to understand that the act of reading is 
difficult and slow for dyslexics. That said, we can 
help them to compensate for this by simply 
seeking other ways to read (Redford, 2016).  
 
Dyslexics may possess good verbal skills, 
articulation and mature capacity for 
comprehension. Yet, their decoding ability is not 
on par with that of their comprehension ability. 
 
In such a situation, how can we provide 
appropriate stimulus to suit their needs? Is it 
advisable to solely stick to controlled texts that 
they are able to decode? While it might be 

helping them, it might also impact negatively on 
their self esteem! 
 
Have them listen to books instead. Listening to 
books helps learners become exposed to 
narratives that though within their comprehension 
ability, are out of their decoding/reading ability. 
Furthermore, it provides an opportunity to increase 
their awareness of proper pronunciation, fluency 
and prosody as they are provided with a model 
for reading.  It would be useful for dyslexics to 
track the story on a physical copy of the book 
while listening to provide a visual stimulus as well. 
 
But where can you source for audio books? 
Thankfully, we can now purchase books online via 
Audible. However, Learning Ally is great to look 
into. 
 
Learning Ally Audio is a subscription-based 
program for kids with visual impairments or 
dyslexia, and users must qualify before 
subscribing. Learning Ally gives you access to 
more than 75,000 audio books for USD$119 per 
year. What’s even better about it is the app’s 
customisable features! For example, text and 
background colours can be adjusted by 
preference or rate of reading can be changed. 
Learning Ally Audio promotes good reading 
fluency by highlighting passages of text and 
providing a human or computer-synthesized read-
aloud. Furthermore, the audio pauses at 
appropriate phrases, identifies dialogue, and 
emphasizes bold or italicized words!  
 
More info: https://www.learningally.org/Home.aspx 
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Memory & Attention Activity 
 
Dyslexics tend to be visual learners and if you are 
just about at your wits end to engage your child, 
you could try activities on their strengths. While 
they may be attuned to how things look like or 
notice minute details, it is also important to have 
develop their skills of attentiveness and recall.  
This suggested activity is a cinch and can occupy 
your child literally anywhere: home or out! 
 
Take any object within reach be it a television 
remote or recyclable shopping bag. Have your 
child observe every single detail on the item for 
about 10 – 15 minutes. Use a timer if necessary. 
He/she may like to use a paper to write or make 
notes. Leave it be for at least an hour. Have the 
child do something else.  
 
An hour later, pose him/her questions on the item. 
For example, ask them to name it, or anything 
particularly interesting about its design etc. For 
example, you could have them study the magnets 
on the refrigerator.  Then pose questions to name 
the kinds of magnets they took note of and if they 
have observed any minute details in its design etc. 
This way, he/she becomes more aware of their 
attentiveness and can make an effort to focus 
better during each game. This may help with their 
memory and attention!   

 
This activity was 
originally suggested  
in the book, Visual 
Intelligence by  
Amy E. Herman,  
but it can be tweaked 
to suit young learners! 
 
 
 
 

Act A Word 
 
We may have encountered repetitive queries on 
word meanings to the point of irritation!  Instead 
of verbally providing an explanation, how about 
acting the word out instead?  Have the word 
come to life via a quick, fun game of charades.  
 
For instance, say you are asked to explain the 
word “guzzle”.  Act out how one might guzzle 
something by possibly stuffing your face with food 
in greedy way.  This is highly beneficial for tactile 
learners who can make meaningful associations 
to newly acquired vocabulary!   
 
Dyslexic students understand and recall 
information by relating them to bigger ideas.  
In order for information to be understood and 
remembered, it needs to be attached to an idea 
or meaningful/humorous memory!  
 
These suggested strategies may help a long way 
in terms of keeping your learner engaged at 
home. Else there may be potential for a host of 
photos worthy of going viral and increasing your 
own popularity on the Internet!  
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Learn about your child’s difficulty, 
acknowledge the challenges and  

stay positive. 
 

Accept your child for who they are and 
don’t impose your sense of who  

they should be. 
 

Recognise, encourage and develop your 
child’s abilities and talents,  

build their self-esteem. 
 

Help them to stay organised with school 
work, show them how to plan their time. 

 
Show interest in what they do, provide 

resources and support. 
 

Involve yourself in the school community, 
be available to help and show support. 

 
Be a partner with those who are helping 
your child, communicate effectively and 

provide feedback. 
 
 

BE: 
protective, organised, calm, relaxed, 

happy, supportive, imaginative, giving of 
your time and love, actively reading to 

and with them, ready to give lots of 
praise, and a good listener. 

 
DON’T: 

judge, blame, be impatient, use 
sarcasm, give up, overload their time, 

stress out, do what they can do for 
themselves, and ignore a problem. 
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 HURRY, SPACES  

ARE  

LIMITED!  
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Jazz Lee Yijie, (12 years old)  Submitted by Janitha Panicker, Tampines Learning Centre  
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Jazz Lee Yijie, (12 years old)  Submitted by Janitha Panicker, Tampines Learning Centre  
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“Ring!” School has just ended. I raced out of the class into the corridor where everyone was 

making a beeline towards the school gates.  With a smile on my face, I skipped home.  I had 

gotten a great score for my composition.  Beaming with pride, I stared at the words written on 

my paper in red. “Great job…” I wondered how two simple words could mean so much to me. 

Memories of how I accomplished it came crashing down on me. 

 

With a look of disappointment on his face, my teacher handed me my essay while shaking his 

head. I had done terribly.  I felt hot acidic tears well up in me, threatening to fall down.  I raced 

out of the classroom as the tears came.  I locked myself in the toilet and began to cry.  I had failed 

again.  I had failed so many times that I lost count.  I envied my classmates who always aced their 

subjects, always getting kind remarks from their teacher.  I cried even more thinking of what my 

parents would say.  My mum would cry but my dad would say nothing.  Sometimes I do not 

know which is worse.  

 

“Aw, is the baby crying again?” said a booming voice.  This was followed by snickering.  My 

sadness soon turned into anger as I realized who it was.  It was Jeff and his gang.  Jeff was an 

infamous bully who loved picking on me. Trembling with anger, I shouted, “Leave me alone!” 

 

“So now the baby throwing a tantrum,” Jeff replied. A wave of rage engulfed me.  Clenching and 

unclenching my hands, I opened the door and raced out heading home even though school had 

not ended.  Going into my room, I threw my bag down in anger. T hen a thought came to me.  I 
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was going to ace my test, making my parents proud and rubbing it into Jeff’s face.  I took out my 

stuff and began to study.  

 

When my parents came home, they were surprised when they found me studying as I usually 

played on my computer.  Now instead of playing till midnight, I studied till midnight.  I studied 

whenever I could, forgoing many hours of sleep.  This went on for a month or two when I started 

to feel tempted to play.  Knowing I could not focus like this, I made a drastic decision.  I took my 

computer and locked it in the storeroom and placed the key with my parents. 

 

Finally the day of the exam came. “Looks like you are going to fail!” taunted Jeff.  Swallowing my 

anger, I ignored him and carried on with my paper.  Two days later, I received my paper.  This time 

my teacher was smiling.  Taking my paper, I found that I had gotten the top in the class. 

 

“Ow!” I shouted as a jolt of pain went through my leg bringing me back to reality.  It was Jeff. 

Taking my paper he started to tear it.  I lunged at him but his gang pushed me back.  Just as I 

thought all was lost, I heard a familiar voice, “What do you think you are doing to my son!” It 

was my dad! Grabbing the boys, he dragged them to the Principal’s office.  

 

“What are doing here?” I asked. I found out my parents had been called to inform them about my 

improvement.  Beaming with pride, we walked home together. I then learned that being resilient 

and brave always is very important. 

 

 

 

Footnote: 
Ian scored 30-35 out of 40 
points for this article that 
was written during his mid-
year exam in school this 
year. Minimal editing was 
done to retain authenticity. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Shenmee Lau 
Senior Educational Therapist 
(Bedok Learning Centre) 
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. 

DONATIONS TO JIMMY DARUWALLA FUND 
 

Cheques to be made payable to "Dyslexia Association of Singapore" 
 

Please indicate at the back of the cheque "For Jimmy Daruwalla Fund".  The proceeds will go toward a fund in  
memory of our founding President.  The funds will be used to support individuals with dyslexia 

 

Continuing his 
Legacy 

Jacqueline Song, Head of Fundraising 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

1 Jurong West Central 2 
#05-01, Jurong Point 

Singapore  648886 




