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Welcome 

This issue of FACETS reports in our cover story 
another successful year for the Youth for Causes 
Teams and we are grateful for the time and effort 
they put into raising much needed funds for the 
students at DAS! 
 
Another publication also comes to the end of its 
journey, one that commenced more than 12 
months ago.  I am pleased to announce that the 
book “Embrace a Different Kind of Mind: Personal 
Stories of Dyslexia,” is now on sale.  With over 50 
stories of dyslexia in the book is a heartwarming 
and interesting read.  Soon to be in bookshops 
and available to download into your e-readers.  
Copies of the book can be purchased at any of 
our DAS Learning Centres. 
 
After such a long time we announce the winners of 
the EZ-Link Art Competition in this issue.  Of the 
many entries submitted to DAS, showcased are the 
Best-of-show designs as well as our winners, 

William Choo and Matthew Tang’s designs.  Kyler 
Lai also had her artwork selected as one of the 20 
best-of-show designs.   
 
As we wind down to the end of the year we have 
advertised the workshops available to students at 
the start of school holidays.  These are always 
popular so book early to secure your spot! 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue of FACETS and that it is 
as informative to you as much as it was for me. 
 

Deborah Hewes 
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Fun and Features 

Dr Seuss’  The Cat in the Hat 
by Surjati Soekraman & Mike Morales 

Tampines Centre Manager & Student Support Assistant 



 7 

 

 

 

Fun and Features 

 
DAS would like to thank The Little Company as they 
kindly sponsored all the tickets and buses for this 
event.   
 
The play was based on the all-time favourite book 
by Dr. Seuss, ‘The Cat in The Hat’ that was 
developed into a magically witty play by Britain’s 
National Theatre and faithfully reproduced by SRT’s 
The Little Company. 
 
This play showed Sally and her brother getting a 
surprise visit from ‘The Cat in The Hat’.  With his 
endless tricks and crazy ideas, he certainly turned 
the dull, rainy afternoon into one amazing 
adventure.  They were later joined by the twin 
mischief-makers, Thing 1 and Thing 2. 
 
Watching Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in The Hat was 
definitely a ‘purr-fect’ day out for both students and 
parents alike!   

“It was a good experience for the kids, a 
lot would not even know that there are such 
plays available till they see it… so with DAS 
enabling them to go for such plays, it was 

great! …Thank you DAS!” 
 - Mr.Soong, father of Soong Zheng Yuan, 

DAS-Chua Chu Kang. 

“It’s fun and my 
son enjoyed the 

show very much!” - 
Ms. Cynthia, 
mother of  

Loo Min Wei,  
DAS-Woodlands. 

“Thank you for 
inviting us to the 

play last Saturday. 
We thoroughly 

enjoyed ourselves. 
We would like to 

thank the organisers 
and sponsors for 

arranging transport 
to bring us to and 

fro. Much 
appreciated!”  

Mrs Teo 
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Not everybody would be able to fully appreciate its 
meaning, partially because the anthem was not in 

English but we knew at the heart of it, we would 
sing our hearts out at the chorus "Majulah 
Singapura!" which means "Onward Singapore!" 
Many years down the road, we teachers may not 
be singing the anthem everyday but we still hold 
dear to Singapore moving forward.  But what 
exactly does “Onward Singapore” mean to our 
students?  That’s when the idea of our writing task 
popped into our heads about the SG 50 
celebration. 

Happy National Day Singapore! 
SG50 at Chua Chu Kang  

Learning Centre!!  
 

By Madinah Begum and Farhana Muliadi    
Educational Therapists 

Chua Chu Kang Learning Centre  
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Many of our students have had little or no 
positive writing experiences, and because 
writing is one of the most important skills they 
need, it is very important that they experience 
writing as positive, and not as something 
difficult and complicated.  As such, we started 
off by showing visuals that represents 
Singapore, such as video clips online and 
printed pictures of iconic landmarks on our 
sunny island.  
 
We also went through the history of Singapore 
through comprehension passages to help build 
up their general knowledge.  This spurred the 
students to share more of their thoughts and 
opinions of Singapore turning 50.  Their ideas 
kept flowing during the whole brainstorming 
session!  Eventually, the students chose the 
keywords they were most comfortable with and 
started with their first draft.  
 
The students were encouraged to write and 
decorate cards for Singapore that would be 
displayed in our learning centre.  They were 
excited to choose their own pictures.  Some 
chose to print and paste while others preferred 
to draw their own artwork.  From the finished 
product you could tell the students really put in 
their best efforts in making their letters.  We are 
proud to announce they have indeed enjoyed 
the whole writing process!  
 
The teachers also enjoyed working on this SG50 
project.  Their dedicated planning meant that 
lesson plans stretched over a number of weeks 
and they were rewarded by the positive 
responses from their students.  
 
After the SG50 cards were finished, they were 
placed on a tree on the wall in the learning 
centre.  The cards looked like ‘leaves’ on the 
tree.  These cards showcased the growth 
Singapore has attained in the last 50 years.   
 
In addition, we included two pictures of 
Singapore, one from 1965 and the other from 
2015.  These pictures highlighted to our 
students the progress of  
Singapore and what we have 
achieved.  It was truly an 
inspiring and positive writing 
experience and we hope to 
try this again some time.  
 
 

Onward Singapore,  
and onward students! 
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The government will extend its support for the 
Care & Share movement to 31 March 2016.  
Whether you are a corporation or an individual, 
you can contribute to the Care & Share 
movement in different ways.   
 
Your donations to DAS from now until 31 March 
2016 will be matched dollar-for-dollar doubling 
the impact of your contribution.  All donations 
will also be eligible for 300% tax deduction. 
 
With this matching grant from the government, 
this means a substantial pool of resources for 
Singapore's social service sector - in terms of 
introducing new programmes, providing financial 
assistance as well as strengthening our current 
infrastructure to better serve beneficiaries. 
If you would like to change a child's life, please 
donate now! 
 
 

“Your donations to DAS from 

now until 31 March 2016 will be 

matched dollar-for-dollar 

doubling the impact of your 

contribution.  All donations will 

also be eligible for 300% tax 

deduction.”  

Care and Share  
Extended to March 2016 

 

By Jacqueline Song 
Head, Fundraising 

www.das.org.sg/donate-to-das 
12 
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It was not till he turned seven, were they able to 
get a formal diagnosis.  Since then, I have been 
trying to grapple with the concept of dyslexia and 
what exactly caused my brother to have such 

great difficulty in reading simple words or even 
recognising his own surname for that matter.   
My brother on the other hand was struggling to 
make sense of the alphabets, which were 
supposedly ‘flying all about’. 
 
Being an older sister to a brother with dyslexia is 
by no means an easy role, but most definitely it 
has been a very rewarding one for me.  It has, at 
times, been an emotional roller coaster for me —
the times I resented him for ‘stealing’ my parents’ 
time, the times I felt so frustrated when he could 

A sister’s quest in understanding  
the dyslexic brain. 

By Kwok Fuyu 
PhD Candidate 

Nanyang Technological University 

13 
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not even spell his own name despite me 
teaching it to him countless times.  The many 
times he lost his things so that I had to forgo my 
opportunities to buy new stationaries so that he 
could get a replacement set.  The times we cried 
together when we were so tired and on the 
verge of giving up,.  And when we rejoiced when 
he made it through each year of education and 
not forgetting the times we embraced and 
cheered each other on in our life’s journey.  
 
Through these combined experiences, it taught 
me the importance of embracing individual 
differences and I have since begun the quest of 
understanding the dyslexic brain in hopes of 
improving current intervention programmes.  
 
Dyslexia can be simply defined as a reading 
impairment despite normal or above average 
intelligence and exposure to educational 
opportunities.  Studies examining the behavioral 
difficulties in children with dyslexia have found 
three core deficits:  
 

 

the ability to sound out words  

  
short term storage to hold information 
important to reading and  

  
the speed of naming well learned symbols.  

 
In the past decade, studies have furthered the 
field of dyslexia to establish the brain regions 
that are affected in children with dyslexia.  More 
recently, neuroimaging studies have started to 
examine the effective network, that is, how brain 
regions affect each other when undertaking 
tasks.   
 
Therefore, I have embarked on my doctoral 
project to understand the effective network 
connectivity during verbal working memory (a 
core deficit of dyslexia) in a hope to provide a 
platform for future studies to develop more 
specific strategies and intervention programmes 
targeting at the brain level to help children with 
dyslexia cope with their reading difficulties.  
 
With a grant from the Ministry of Education 
(MOE), the project kick started in March 2015. 
Since then, we have been actively recruiting 
suitable children from DAS as well as from the 
public to take part in the study.  
 

The project comprises of 
two parts—the first 
component involves a brief 
neurocognitive test battery 
and an introduction about 
the project, which includes 
a computerised game, an 
fMRI experience.  The second part of the project 
involves an fMRI scan (sponsored by MOE).  

Thus far, we have successfully scanned 11 
children with dyslexia and 5 typically developing 
children.  The positive feedback from parents 
have been heartwarming and have spurred me 
to continue with my endeavour to understand 
more about dyslexia. 

The study is ongoing and we are currently 
looking for another 19 children with dyslexia and 
25 typically developing children.  Join us in the 
quest to understand more about the dyslexic 
brain and help children with dyslexia.   
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Fun and Features 

 
Ko Jia Yi, Gan Hui Min, Eileen Lim, Shannon Yap, 
Joanne Lam and Benedict Yeo, found themselves in 
a race against time to complete a series of tasks 
and challenges across the integrated resort that saw 
their mental and physical skills being put to the test 
while also having tons of fun along the way! 

 
Their passion and zeal led them to clinch the 2nd 
runner-up spot in the race in which a generous sum 
of $1,000 was donated to DAS as a show of 
goodwill. 
The grand prize of $50,000 was eventually awarded 
to the team that represented Art Outreach, a non-
profit art education programme community. 
 
Play It Forward is a key highlight during the annual 
MBS Sands for Singapore festival, a 10-day 
celebration packed with fun-filled activities to raise 
funds for over 80 charities, benefiting more than 
300,000 underprivileged Singaporeans. 
 
A big shout out of thanks to this avid bunch of 
students for coming forward to participate in this 
good cause for the DAS! 
 
 

An Amazing Race Against Time at MBS 

“Play it Forward!” 
 

Jacqueline Song & Hema Krishnan 
DAS Fundraising Team 
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The Festival of 
Dyslexic Culture 

 
By Albert Lee 

Sessional Specialist Tutor  
Specialised Educational Services 

. 

 
With their long established relationship, DAS will 
be embarking on a collaboration with BDA this 
year for the Dyslexia Awareness Week that will 
showcase a new sphere of bilateral cooperation. 

I am glad to be able to share the experience of 
my involvement in last year’s Dyslexia Awareness 
Week during my UK trip last November.  I was 
linked up with Dr Ross Cooper, chairperson of the 
International Festival of Dyslexic Culture, to present 
at the Dyslexic Academic Symposium which is the 
academic component of the festival. The festival 
showcases the talents and gifts of people with 
dyslexia, with overlapping conditions of dyspraxia, 
dyscalculia, ADHD and Asperger’s.  
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This celebration included performances, 
exhibitions, assistive technology showcases, film 
screenings and the academic symposium that I 
was involved in. It was held at the London 
Metropolitan University (LMU), of which the DAS 
Academy had a wonderful working relationship 
jointly delivering the Master of Arts in Specific 
Learning Differences.  So it was especially 
gratifying for me to return to my alma mater to 
speak and share my experience of supporting 
dyslexic learners in Asia.  
 
Dr. Cooper was elated with my involvement at the 
conference as I was able to share my experience 
of supporting dyslexic learners in Singapore. My 
presentation is titled “Inclusive Learning in 
Singapore: From the eyes of a sphinx cat 
academic”. It was a snapshot of my journey of 
supporting dyslexic students during my time at the 
DAS, with a focus on the experience of people 
with diverse needs getting support locally. The 
inspiration of the interesting term, “sphinx cat”, 
came from one of my left-handed dyslexic students 
who used the term to describe herself of being 
unique from others. 
 
On the morning of 8th November, the day of the 
inaugural festival, there was a buzz of excitement 

at the LMU Holloway Road campus. There were 
booths set up by organisations like Dyslexia Action 
and performance area by visual and musical 
performers.  
 
Dr. Ross Cooper opened the symposium with a 
discussion on what it meant to be a dyslexic 
academic. This is a refreshing look at dyslexia not 
just as a condition to the academics but also how 

“The festival showcases the 

talents and gifts of people with 

dyslexia, with overlapping 

conditions of dyspraxia, 

dyscalculia, ADHD and 

Asperger’s.  This celebration 

included performances, 

exhibitions, assistive technology 

showcases, film screenings and 

the academic symposium “ 
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‘I used the opportunity to share about the Embrace Dyslexia campaign DAS launched in Singapore  

during my presentation’  

it has a personal impact on themselves. Anne 
Morris, who flew to Singapore to deliver one of the 
modules, was on the panel to share her own 
experience of being dyslexic and dyspraxic.  
 
The symposium ended with a panel discussion 
titled “What is Dyslexic Culture”, of which Prof. 
Angela Fawcett and I both sat in a circle and 
spoke as equals where no one person is above 
another;  a great demonstration of equality in 
diversity. It was well facilitated with free flow of 
opinions across the circular seating arrangement 
without a fear of being an alternative voice that 
differs from the majority. This is indeed a true 
reflection of Embracing Dyslexia in both talk and 
action! 
 
The festival ended with a wonderful play “I Could 
Be Anyone” by Matthew Scurfield, which tells of 
the famous theatre actor being interviewed about 
his experience of being dyslexic. The audience 
were captivated by the intriguing performance that 
is mostly a monologue. Conference chairperson 
Dr. Cooper closed the festival after the 

performance with a promise that the festival will 
not be a one–off affair. He received a standing 
ovation from the appreciative audience for his 
courage and belief in pulling off this of a kind 
festival. 
 
Dr. Ross Cooper kept his word and this year’s 
Festival of Dyslexic Culture will be similarly held 
during the dyslexia awareness week, with London 
Metropolitan again being the venue for the event. 
New additions to the organising team include Dr. 
Andy Hill and Mr. Donald Schloss. I had coffee 
and drinks with both of them at the festival last 
year and is impressed with their work in 
supporting adults with dyslexia across both sides 
of the Atlantic Ocean. With this strong line-up of 
organisers, I believe the festival will add colour 
and interest to the dyslexia awareness week in 
London and hope to organise a similar one locally 
in the future.  
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Aakash Odedra 
THE RISING 

 
DAS invited students who were passionate about 
dance to attend this performance in hope to 
inspire them by watching a fellow dyslexic dance.  
The students were accompanied by two of DAS  
educational therapists who both love dance, 
Mathana Subhas and Shobana Vikiraman.  Most of 
the students were unaware who Aakash was and 
we spent the bus ride to the Explanade talking 
and sharing about him and his background.   
 
At the theatre studio, the entire second row was 
reserved for our students.  At 7.45pm the students 
were all in their seats awaiting to watch Aakash in 
action.  The Rising was an elegant and powerful 
contemporary dance performance which was a 
beautiful reflection of sound, movement and spirit, 

performed with grace and passion.  
 
The entire performance was broken up into four 
sections.  Each one was engaging and 
entertaining and held our students' attention by 
keeping them on the edge of their seats.  The first 
part , ‘Nritta’, showcased the traditional art form of 
Kathak and the last three parts, ‘In the Shadow of 
Man’, ‘CUT’, and ‘Constellation’ were 
contemporary pieces each were unique on their 
own.   
 
The students were captivated and some mortified 
by his portrayal of a human spirit trapped in an 
animal form in the second part. The third and 
fourth parts were experimenting lights and 
shadows which left us wanting more.  
As we watched the show we could hear the 
children gasping in awe with each impressive 
move that Aakash made.  The students had a very 
interactive chat about the performance with Ms 
Sim Ann, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of 
Finance & Ministry of Culture, Community and 
Youth & Deputy Government Whip during 
intermission.   

By Mathana Subhas 
Educational Therapist  

Jurong Point Learning Centre 

and   Deepam Gnaneswaran   
Centre Manager  

Bishan Learning Centre 
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A few members of the audience approached our 
group and expressed their curiosity about dyslexic 
children and their various abilities.  Some were not 
aware that Aakash is a dyslexic.  They were very 
impressed that DAS had invited the children to his 
performance with an aim to inspire our children.   
It was an experience that left both our students 
and ourselves completely dazzled and inspired.   

DAS Students attending the dance performance by Aakash Odendra.  Pictured above with the children is DAS CEO, Lee 
Siang (far left) next to him is DAS Executive Committee Member Mr K Kesavapany and in the centre is Ms Sim Ann, Senior 
Minister of State, Ministry of Finance & Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth & Deputy Government Whip.  On the 
far right is Mathana Subhas and back right near the Think aloud sign is Shobana Vikiraman, DAS Educational Therapists  
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Aakash visits  
Bishan Learning Centre 

 
On 23 August, Aakash and his friends visited 
Bishan Learning Centre.  It was a good opportunity 
for him to see how classes were being conducted 
and also to meet many of our students.  At the 
centre, Aakash was greeted by our CEO, Mr Lee 
Siang and DAS staff.  We showed Aakash and 
friends around the learning centre showing them 
how our literacy programme is delivered in small 
classroom settings.at DAS .  
 
They were very impressed with the programmes 
and how our classes were being conducted.  
Aakash and friends were very enthusiastic about 
meeting some of our students.  Being Dyslexic 
himself, he was able to share with the kids his 
experiences and some pointers in living with 
dyslexia.  The kids enjoyed talking to him and 
even posed for a photograph with Aakash!. 
 
Before Aakash took his leave Mr Lee Siang 
presented him with a token of appreciation for 
visiting our DAS Learning Centre.  It was indeed a 
very inspiring and memorable visit by Aakash 
Odedra and we hope to meet him again! 
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It was a day of fun and experiential games for all 
beneficiaries who gathered at CapitaLand’s 
indoor carnival that was held on Saturday 3 
October, at Raffles City where DAS had a booth 
set up to create awareness and sell adorable 
stuffed toys to raise funds.  
 
 

Prior to the carnival, CapitaLand had launched 
online simulation games, one of which DAS 
contributed to by providing jumbled-up sequence 
of letters for participants to decipher. Each 
completed game-play earned a heart, which 
translated to S$5 in donations. 
 
The CapitaLand Carnival was graced by President 
Tony Tan who presented a plaque to Dr Jimmy 
Daruwalla, in recognition of DAS as one of the 
Champions of Volunteerism with 3,500 hours of 
volunteerism pledged.   
 
Dr Jimmy Daruwalla, in turn, presented the 
President with a framed artwork by 11-year-old 
Casimia Wee, a child diagnosed with dyslexia. 

CapitaLand #100KHopeHours  
Carnival was a BLAST! 

 
By Jacqueline Song and Hema Krishnan 

DAS Fundraising Team 



 22 

 

Fun and Features 

Casimia is pictured below with President Tony Tan.  
She was very excited to meet Singapore’s 
President and even more proud that he has one of 
her art pieces for his collection. 
 
Casimia had much to tell us about how she felt 
meeting the President, she said, “Today I got to 
meet the President of Singapore. I presented to 
him my artwork for the EZLink SG50 Card Design 
Art Competition.  President Tony Tan had a big 
smile, a warm handshake and it was an eye-
popping experience because so many people 
wanted pictures of our meeting!  He asked me 
whether I created my artwork and when I nodded 
my head and said, “YES”, he looked delighted, 
which was delightful to me. I don’t think that it is 
every day that you can meet a President so I 
asked my cousin Chelsea to take photographs of 
our encounter. All the official photographers who 
wanted her to get out of their way pushed her 
around, but she stood her ground! She wanted to 
make sure we had pictures to remember this day 
forever!” 
 
Those who attended participated in simulation 
activities such as ‘Sign to Me’, ‘Guide Me’ and 
‘Read with Me’ where they had to learn sign 
language, walk blindfolded and decipher 
messages in dyslexic font to experience and 
understand some of the hardships faced by the 

deaf and hard of hearing, visually impaired and 
dyslexics respectively in the community. 
 
Participants were also treated to a bonanza of 
food, fun and games as well as performances by 
popular singing duo Jack & Rai and percussion 
band Voodoo Sound along with nostalgic carnival 
games such as Milk Can Toss, Pick-Up Sticks, Five 
Stones and more. 
 
We are grateful for the unwavering support of 
CapitaLand in our cause in helping dyslexic 
children. Huge thanks go out to the wonderful 
people at CapitaLand! 
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Parents, you can now connect with other parents 
to share your experience and knowledge of 

raising a child with dyslexia.   
 

Join us on Facebook now. 
 

DAS Parents Network  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 
 

Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 

 

www.facebook.com/dysSG 
 

DAS Academy Ltd 
 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy 
 

DAS International Services  
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational 
 

DAS Student Alumni 
 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 
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By Deborah Hewes 
Head, Publicity and Publications 

Art C ompetition  
Awards Ceremony 
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Believing that every Singaporean can play a 
part in Singapore‘s prosperity and growth 
beyond its 50 years, EZ-Link has pledged part of 
the sales proceeds of these cards to the Dyslexia 
Association of Singapore (DAS), in support of 
children with dyslexia to help them achieve their 
fullest potential. 
 
The competition named, “My Journey, My 
Home”, called for Singaporeans to depict what 
SG50 means to them and endeavoured to 
feature four of the most ingenious designs on 
200,000 EZ-link cards to be sold island-wide.   
 
With the support of the National Arts Council and 
DAS, EZ-Link received many entries from the 
public and presented the best submissions to an 

esteemed panel of judges for the selection of 
the winners and best of show art pieces.   
 
The judging panel comprised of: 
 

 Mr Nicholas Lee, CEO, EZ-Link Pte Ltd 
 Mr Lee Siang, CEO, Dyslexia Association 

of Singapore 
 Ms Kathy Lai, CEO, National Arts Council 
 Ms Tangie Kay Ai-Ling, Senior Assistant 

Director (Marketing Communications), 
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth 

 Ms Lim Bee Ling, Programme Leader, 
Diploma in Fine Arts, Faculty of Fine Arts, 
LASALLE College of the Arts 

 
A total of 20 Best-of-Show designs including four 
top winners emerged after the final judging 
session.  The four winners are pictured above 
with members of the judging panel (left to right) 
Mr Lee Siang, Ms Tangie Kay Ai Ling, Ms Kathy 
Lai, Mr Sam Tan, the then Minister of State, 
Prime Ministers Office and Ministry of Culture, 
Community & Youth, Mr Eric Lee, Vice President 
of DAS Executive Committee, Ms Lim Bee Ling 
and Mr Nicholas Lee.  Standing in front are them 
are the four winners Nur Amalia Bte Kamal, Neo 
Hui-Shyan, and DAS students Matthew Tang and 
William Choo. 
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Nicholas Lee, CEO EZ-Link commented, “It has 
been a privilege for us to work with the Dyslexia 
Association of Singapore for this competition.  
With tow winning pieces by DAS featured on  
EZ-link cars to be sold island-wide, we hope for 
the sales proceeds from this series of cards to 
raise greater awareness and support for people 
with dyslexia.” 
 
Nicholas added, “The competition owes a great 
part of its success to the National Arts Council 
(NAC).  The NAC team has given us valuable 

advice and they have also given us the 
opportunity to reach out to our youths and 
engage their creativity on what Singapore means 
to them.” 
 
The awards ceremony was held on 3 August at 
the Red Dot Museum and Mr Sam Tan, the then 
Minister of State, Prime Minister’s Office and 
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, was 
the guest of honour at the Awards Ceremony.  Mr 
Tan spoke in glowing terms about the talent of 
the entries and how this opportunity has allowed 
the youth of Singapore to celebrate the nations 
birthday.   
 
He said, “I am happy to note that many 
submissions for the competition came from a 
group of special young people.  EZ-Link created 
a category for children with dyslexia, so that they 
too can be involved in sharing their reflections 
about Singapore.  This is a truly meaningful effort 
to ensure our Jubilee celebrations are inclusive, 
and to clearly show how everyone is a part of the 
Singapore Story.  It also reminds us that every 
Singaporean matters.  Such an appreciation of 
our differences and diversity will ensure that 
Singapore continues to thrive.  I also note that EZ-
Link will be donating part of the sales proceeds 
of this commemorative card series to the Dyslexia 
Association of Singapore to drive awareness and 
support for children with dyslexia.” 
 
Mr Tan explained, “Dyslexia was not a condition 
that was widley-known in the past.  So, it was not 
easy to find help.  Today, there is greater 
awareness about this condition, and more 
importantly, help is more readily available to 
those who need it.  I must commend the Dyslexia 
Association for making this difference.  Over the 

Mr Eric Lee, DAS Vice President of Executive Committee 
presenting at the Awards Ceremony 
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years, they have been expanding their scope of 
professional services and number of learning 
centres for dyslexic individuals and other specific 
learning differences.” 
 
He went on to endorse DAS initiatives, 
“Campaigns like ‘EMBRACE DYSLEXIA’ also help 
to drive greater societal support for dyslexic 
children and their families.  I am encouraged, 
and hope that more organisations will work with 
the Dyslexia Association of Singapore so that 
they can broaden their assistance to enable 
dyslexic children realise their true potential. I 
want to thank the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore again for all the good work you have 
been doing. I also want to thank EZ-Link for 
partnering with them, to provide this opportunity 
for our children with dyslexia to express 
themselves through art.” 
 
Mr Eric Lee, Vice President of the DAS Executive 
Committee, responded on behalf of DAS at the 
Awards Ceremony.  In his speech he said, 
“Individuals with dyslexia learn differently 
because they think and process information 

Pictured above from left to right, Mr Lee Siang, DAS CEO, Mr Eric Lee, DAS Vice President of Executive Committee,  
Mr Sam Tan, Minister of State, Prime Minister’s Office & Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth,  

and Mr Nicholas Lee, EZ-Link CEO. 
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differently. By the same token, because 
individuals with dyslexia see things differently, 
many are known to be very creative. Notable 
examples include Thomas Edison, Steve Jobs 
and the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew.” 
 
Eric continued, “As Singapore celebrates its 50 
years of growth, we look towards a more 
inclusive society that is supportive of all 
individuals with different needs, including special 
learning needs.  We are aware that inclusion is 
not easy to achieve.  We hope that more 
organisations will join hands with DAS to help 
children with dyslexia make meaningful 
differences in their learning journey.”  
 
Eric concluded, “I would also like to thank 
Minister of State, Mr Sam Tan, for your continued 
support of DAS and of children with dyslexia. 
Once again, my appreciation goes to EZ-Link for 
your benevolence and support, as well as the 
National Arts Council for being such a great 
partner.” 
 
DAS would like to congratulate William Choo, 
Matthew Tang and Kyler Lai for their success in 
the “My Journey, My Home” Art competition. 

Each artist was awarded their own EZ-link card with their 
original and unique artwork on it. 

DAS Student Matthew Tang, winner of the DAS junior 
category with Mr Lee Siang, DAS CEO. 

DAS Student William Choo, winner of the DAS senior 
category with his mother & Mr Lee Siang, DAS CEO. 

The four winning artists with their individual ez-link cards. 
Pictured from left to right, William Choo DAS Senior 

category winner, Nur Amalia Bte Kamal, Senior Open 
Category, Neo Hui-Shyan, Junior Open category and 

Matthew Tang, DAS Junior category. 
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DAS Student Matthew Tang, winner of the DAS junior 
category standing next to his winning card design. 

DAS Student Kyler Lai with her parents.  Kyler’s artwork 
was one of the 20 best of show card designs. 

DAS Student William Choo, winner of the DAS senior 
category standing next to winning his card design. 

20 card designs were selected for the Best-of-Show. 
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Winning Card Designs from DAS Students 

William Choo, 15 yrs old 
Parkway Parade Learning Centre 
 
About William: 
I love to draw, especially doodles and cartoons.  I 
am Singaporean from many different backgrounds.  
I have a brother and a sister and they would always 
support any of my drawings.  Sometimes I would 
draw for fun or for other things like posters of signs 
of t-shirt designs. 

Winning Design for DAS Senior Category 
 
 
My Journey, My Home: 
As you can see in the picture, the buildings and the 
characters go in a chronological order in certain 
parts of history.  This is to represent the journey we 
have been through and how far we have really 
come to achieve our goals to a better Singapore 
with the people that have helped us along the way. 

About Matthew 
I love art.  I may not be good in my studies but I 
think I am good in Art.  I am studying in Anglo-
Chinese School (Junior).  I love collecting vehicles 
and I know a lot about cars!  I also like fixing Lego 
toys. Especially vehicles. 
 
 

My Journey My Home: 
There are two parts, the first shows Singapore in the 
60’s and 70‘s, public transport was mainly the bus 
and the trishaw.  Moving around, flats shophouses, 
National Theatre and even attap houses can be 
seen.  The second shows our present MRT train and 
the journey it takes, passing modern architecture 
and more greenery can be seen. 

Winning Design for DAS Junior Category 
Tang Chun Kit Matthew Hubert, 11 yrs old 
Yishun Learning Centre 
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One of 20 Best-of-Show for both DAS and Open Categories 
Kyler Lai 12 yrs old 
Parkway Parade Learning Centre 

About Kyler: 
I study at Ngee Ann Primary School.  The 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore helps me with 
my dyslexia.  Most of the time I feel down or 
stressed I would draw or paint.  Drawing helps 
to relieve my stress.  I draw anything that I 
imagine in my own style.  Some people may or 
may not like my style of drawing.  So I feel 
happy when my work is being appreciated by 
my friends or family. 

My Journey, My Home: 
I have painted the icons, achievements and 
progress of Singapore in the past 50 years, from 
our MRT, the Merlion, Chinatown, Marina Bay 
Sands, Gardens by the Bay and the harmonious 
multi-racial Singapore.  Mr Lee Kuan Yew, our 
founding father, has made all these possible, 
Thank you Mr Lee!  I am 12 years old now and 
when I am 62 I hope to see my grandchildren 
draw our SG100. 
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Best of Show Designs from DAS Students 

From the many artworks that were submitted to 
DAS a shortlist was required for the judging.  The 
following artworks were selected as the Best-of-
Show from DAS. 
 
Criteria for selection of these artworks was the 
creativity of the art piece, the relevance of the art 

piece to the competition theme “My Journey, My 
home” and the suitability of the artwork 
translating to the EZ-Link card.  Every entry 
needed to have the written section completed for 
qualification. 
 
Congratulations to these Best-of-show designs! 
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One of the more engaging initiatives of 
EMBRACE DYSLEXIA was to encourage 
individuals with dyslexia to step forward and 
share their personal challenges with dyslexia 
so that they might become aspirational role 
models for DAS students, DAS ambassadors of 
achievement, as it were.  
 
We sought out those people with dyslexia who 
have followed their passion and are 
succeeding despite any educational struggles 
they have encountered along the way.  Our 
call to action has been met with great success 
and we are grateful to those individuals who 
have responded.  
 
Many interesting and motivated people are 
willing to share their personal stories and we 
are pleased to have collected more than 50 
for inclusion in this book.  These are all 
individuals who have worked to make a 
difference in the fabric of Singapore and wish 
to instill in young students the desire to strive 

for equal if not greater success in their future 
careers. 
 
This effort has been truly enlightening and 
inspirational for those of us at DAS.  We have 
been humbled by the generosity of these 
individuals in sharing their personal 
experiences and we hope that you feel the 
same as we do when you read them. 
 
Let's EMBRACE DYSLEXIA!  Despite the 
challenges we may have in learning, through 
determination, passion and willpower, all of 
us can make a significant and meaningful 
contribution to Singapore. 
 
This book would not have been possible 
without the support and commitment of the 
individuals who have generously shared their 
personal dyslexia stories, for which we give 
our heartfelt thanks.  Some needed a lot of 
convincing that their story would be important 
enough to share and others were delighted at 
being able to raise awareness through the 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore about the 
strengths and challenges of dyslexia.   
 
Their stories help weave the tapestry of 
success that demonstrates the difference that 
individuals with dyslexia can make in 
Singapore. 

 

Embrace a Different Kind of Mind 

 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 
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I would like to thank Angela Fawcett and 
Thomas West for their unwavering 
guidance and support for the Embrace 
Dyslexia movement in Singapore. Their 
experience and knowledge in the area of 
positive dyslexia has been invaluable. 
 
DAS is an inspiring organisation to work 
for.  It is full of enthusiastic, creative and 
caring individuals who make a difference 
in the lives of people with dyslexia.  I feel 
very privileged to work amongst these 
wonderful people. 
 
I hope you enjoy this book as much as it 
has inspired me to put it together. 
 
The book of personal stories will be 
available in bookshops in November.   
The book is also on sale at your local DAS 
Learning Centre.  All DAS members will 
receive a 20% discount off the retail price 
of $18. 
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Another Successful Fundraising Effort by the  

Youth for Causes Teams! 
 

By Jacqueline Song and Hema Krishnan 
DAS Fundraising Team 

 
DAS is proud and grateful to have five wonderful 
teams choose us this year with students from River 
Valley High School, Hwa Chong Institution, National 
Junior College as well as a team of working adults. 
Through the combined efforts of these enterprising 
students and working adults, Youth for Causes has 

raised more than $34,000 for DAS.  This was 
achieved through street sales, concerts, a charity 
movie gala as well as a party at Zouk. 
 
DAS was championed through the distribution of 
DAS flyers and bookmarks to create public 
awareness and was well received by the public. 
 
The whole YFC journey was not a bed of roses for 
our teams as each was faced with obstacles but 
nevertheless was eventually overcome by their zeal 
for doing good. 
 
The five teams of Youth for Causes 2015 share their 
journey with us in the following stories. 
 
stARTSmall 2015, under Youth for Causes 2015, was 
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a great learning experience for all of us in the 
team. We conducted two main events to raise 
funds, namely our street sales and concerts.  
 
Through the coordination and execution of these 
events with 17 other committee members, we've 
definitely learnt skills such as time management, 
situational awareness and flexibility.  
 
We had to deal with our schoolwork, deadlines and 
tests on top of planning for our different events, as 
well as changing certain strategies when it comes 
to last minute situations, such as the sudden lack of 
manpower or coming up with different publicity 
stance to catch the attention of our schoolmates.  
 
DAS has been very supportive in giving us timely 
advices on our ideas as well as clarifying our 
doubts, and both DAS as well as our YFC Mentor 
has definitely contributed to the success our events 
through their help and physical support of the sales 
and concert.  
 
All in all, stARTSmall has been an amazing journey 
and we hope our event has impacted lives of the 
people around us as well as brighten up the lives 
of dyslexic people in Singapore.  
 
 
 
Project Guardian was a continuation of our seniors 

stART Smal l  
River Valley High School 

Raised: $10,770 
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who had participated the previous year (Project 
Guardian 2014). 
 
This YFC project that we embarked on at the start 
of the year has taught us many valuable life lessons 
and also given us an opportunity to help out the 
less fortunate through our fund-raising initiatives, 
such as street sales at Orchard and Bugis, a movie 
gala and setting up a booth at the National Day 
Observance Ceremony (NDOC).  
 
We sold stuffed dogs and bears during our street 
sales as well as at the NDOC and it was certainly 
heart-warming to see people coming forth to 
contribute for a good cause. 
 
Even though we faced many difficulties such as lack 
of manpower, we learnt how to cope with these 
difficulties through perseverance.  Last but not least, 
we would like to also thank everyone who has 
helped us with our project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Guardian 
Hwa Chong Institution 

Raised: $6,581 
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Having heard of Citi-YMCA’s Youth for Causes, we 
were excited to be a part of this annual event, 
hence the four of us came together and decided 
to participate. Over the course of 13 weeks, we 
held street sales selling cotton candy and 
popcorn, a DYX party at Zouk and a flea market 
selling pre-loved clothes and books. 
 
During our YFC journey, two important lessons 
surfaced. Firstly, we realised that planning was 
more important than the end-result. In one 
instance, we were unable to carry out an event 
due to insufficient lead time in securing enough 
backers due to time constraints.  It gave the team 
a good insight into how crucial it was to come up 
with a solid plan that was not just viable but also 
executable within the limited time. 
 
The second lesson we learnt was that prior 
knowledge helps. For our DYX party which was 
held at Zouk that was successfully run, we felt that 
it was not just about knowing how to do it but 
knowing what to do that was of importance. 
 
Things weren't all smooth-sailing and challenges 
arose from time to time, yet every challenge faced 
was a learning experience. Some challenges were 
not meant to be solved but rather to take away 
something useful from it.  
 
Thank you YFC and the DAS for providing us with 
this enriching experience! 
 
 

My Mad C ow 
Working Adults 
Raised: $5,620 
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This journey has been nothing short of enriching, 
albeit tough.  At the start of this journey, we 
decided to choose DAS as our beneficiary because 
Jeremy, our leader, wanted to do more for the 
children he interacted with last year at DAS and 
convinced the rest of the team that this would be a 
worthy undertaking. 
 
We definitely learnt a lot about ourselves, and our 
peers, as well as administrative skills required 
when liaising with others in society. Especially 
through our interactions with DAS, we learnt what it 
was like to collaborate with the corporate sector, 
with their working styles and equally tight 
deadlines. 
 
We managed to squeeze out time to conduct street 
sales during the June holidays, raising money to 
fund the underprivileged students. We also went 
down to the Royal Bank of Scotland to sell 
merchandise such as superhero-designed socks, 
Dunkin’ Donuts and rock candy from Sticky!  
 
We were also actively selling the socks to our 
family members and peers concurrently.  
When school reopened, after the examinations, we 
sent out online pre-order forms to our peers and it 
was great to see them being snapped up by 
students who were keen on lending their support to 
the cause. 
 
Project Typo hopes that more students will be able 
to benefit from funds at the DAS and would like to 
thank everyone involved for the wonderful 
opportunity to be a part of such a worthy cause. 
 

Project Typo 
Hwa Chong Institution 

Raised: $5,406 
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YFC has been a meaningful and enlightening 
journey for us from learning more about the DAS to 
getting on the ground to raise funds. Despite 
encountering numerous challenges along the way, 
we have learnt to brave the odds and overcome 
troubles which seemed insurmountable in the 
beginning.  
 
Through selling cookies and pens on the streets as 
well as at the Royal Bank of Scotland and online 
sales of our very own designed shirts, the 
experience taught us the need to give back to 
society, broadening our perspectives as we 
encountered people from all walks of life.  
 
Learning the mechanics of how to run and manage 
a project had also benefited us immensely, 
allowing us to gain hands-on experience.  
 
Most importantly, YFC taught us the spirit of youth 
volunteerism and valuable soft skills, providing an 
avenue for us to turn passion into true action. Thank 
you YFC and the DAS!  
 
 

Acelexia 
National Junior College 

Raised: $6,063 
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Why on earth do 
dyslexics have such 

difficulty with  
time-keeping!?   

 
 

By Angela Fawcett 
DAS Research Consultant  

 
There is an awareness of the need for time 
management training in older children but nobody 
has clearly tackled the reason why. I have 
undertaken and published theoretically driven 
experimental studies showing that dyslexic 
adolescents have difficulty judging the length of a 
simple tone.  In this simple test, you play a 
computer tone that lasts a second, and a second 
tone that’s a bit longer or shorter.   
 
We have even done this experiment in Norway with 
further groups of children, using explanation in 
Norwegian, langerer (longer) or courterer (shorter).  
Even these really sporty dyslexic kids, skiers and 
bike riders in a country of heightened motor 
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awareness, had problems with accuracy in 
completing this task.  It’s a task known to be 
organised by the cerebellum, the body’s time-
keeper, which uses feedback and feed-forward to 
hone up performance. 
 
So how does this problem impact on every day 
life?  When I started my PhD as a mature student,  
I had been married for many years to my husband 
David, later diagnosed as dyslexic, and I had a 
confirmed dyslexic son Matthew aged 11, and a 
suspected dyslexic daughter aged 15.  Their 
problems in time keeping were the bane of my life!   
 
So I wanted to see if all dyslexic kids had this 
problem in comparison with controls of the same 
age.  So I ran a series of simple experiments to 
check this. Firstly, I checked on their understanding 
of the sequence of the months.  Other researchers 
have suggested that there are problems in 
remembering the order, so for this task I had the 
months circulate slowly out of order on a computer 
programme, and the task was to grab them and 
drop them into the right sequence.  Even provided 
with the names, none of my dyslexic group could 
do this, while the controls were perfect.   

For my next group of tests, I asked my panels of 
dyslexic and controls to describe to me important 
festivals in the UK, and what they meant to them.  
The festivals I chose included Christmas, Easter, 
bonfire night, in the UK we have a bonfire and 
fireworks to commemorate Guy Fawkes trying to 
blow up parliament in the 1600’s, and finally 
Halloween, all saints day when we dress up as 
ghosts and ghouls and go trick or treating, in the 
American tradition.   
 
Both the dyslexic and the control children gave me 
rich and detailed descriptions of the wonderful fun 
they had, the presents, the fireworks, the food, the 
celebrations of all kinds.  
 
If anything, the dyslexic group were better than the 
controls, because they were really trying hard and 
so keen to be successful in basically telling a story, 
one of their strengths.  Next I showed them some 
dates, in December, November, October and April.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Just as I had predicted, my dyslexic kids had 
absolutely no idea when in the year these festivities 
took place, so for example, they thought Christmas 
was in April!   
 
Finally, I asked both groups of children to estimate 
how long the tasks had taken to complete.  
Remember this was in the days before mobile 
phones, there were no clocks in the room and they 
did not have watches.  My control group all 
correctly stated this took one hour, whereas the 
dyslexics estimated between 10 minutes and 2 
hours, maybe reflecting how riveting the session 
had been for them.  
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Imagine this then, a child with no natural 
understanding of the passage of time, no 
awareness of the sequence of the year, and often 
no awareness even of the sequence of the day.   
 
These are the children who lose their time-tables 
and don’t remember they need their PE kit on a 
Wednesday.  They are the ones who are always in 
trouble, from both parents and teachers for their 
lack of organisation.  This can seem as if they are 
lazy or simply don’t try, but it’s a very real part of 
their difficulties and extends into adult life, as I can 
well confirm.  
 
So as a teenager my son Matthew could advise 
friends on their love life very effectively, but they 
would need to phone him and remind when he 
needed to set out to catch the train, if he had an 
appointment.  My husband still sets out just after 
the time he is expected to arrive on a journey even 
with a prompt in his mobile phone.  
 
So how does this situation arise – how do we learn 
time?  This is based on a simple procedural 
learning of the sequence, a statistical learning 
based on the repetition of the sequence of events, 
days, months etc.  to the level where it becomes 
automatic.   
 
Of course dyslexic children (and adults) have 
problems with their automaticity, as we showed 
and more recently we have identified difficulties in 
procedural learning, learning how to do things.   
 

It seems that dyslexic children and adults are less 
sensitive to the incidental learning, learning by 
osmosis that characterises much of our early 
schooling.  Simple exposure will not be enough, just 
like learning the alphabet and phonics, this needs 
to be made explicit. 
 
So next time your child or your partner is 
disorganised, considered whether this might simply 
be a part of their dyslexia.  Try to recognise that 
they will need support for many years longer than 
their peers, and put in place strategies to help 
them to be successful and manage their life more 
effectively.   
 
Time management is a skill and they will definitely 
benefit from explicit instruction in order to become 
more successful. Some dyslexics will become super 
organised to compensate, but for many this will 
remain an area of weakness.  

“Imagine this then, a child with no 

natural understanding of the 

passage of time, no awareness of 

the sequence of the year, and 

often no awareness even of the 

sequence of the day.   

These are the children who lose 

their time-tables and don’t 

remember they need their PE kit on 

a Wednesday.  They are the ones 

who are always in trouble, from 

both parents and teachers for their 

lack of organisation.”  
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P lay to their Strengths ! 

EMBRACE DYSLEXIA 
 
 

by Geetha Shantha Ram,  
Director—MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme  

& Staff Professional Development 

 
In 2012, the Positive Dyslexia movement was 
started by Rod Nicolson, Thomas West and Brock 
Eide to redirect attention to the strengths and 
advantages of dyslexia.  
 
It is no surprise then that around 35% of 
entrepreneurs in the US are found to be dyslexic. In 
fact, one merely has to recall all the successful and 
powerful people who have dyslexia to provide 
equally strong evidence of the strengths of 
dyslexics.  
 
So what primes dyslexics for success? All of us, 
dyslexic or not, have strengths and will benefit from 
introspection to identify and groom them.  Likewise, 
we must not overlook the individual strengths that 
dyslexics have.  
 
Brock and Fernette Eide, in their book “The 
Dyslexia Advantage” (2012) summarise these 
dyslexic strengths as MIND-strengths, which make 
dyslexics particularly gifted in big picture thinking 
and conceptualising how processes will evolve 
over a period. 
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Dyslexics are able to put together three-dimensional 
perspectives and easily figure out the position, form 
and movement of objects in three-dimensional 
space, making them ideal designers, architects, 
engineers, inventors etc.  
 
 

Interconnected Reasoning is the strength to spot, 
understand and analyse connections and 
relationships all around them. This enables dyslexics 
to thrive in highly interdisciplinary fields, or where 
they are required to combine knowledge and skills 
from varied disciplines. They may also be jacks of 
many trades due to this strength as they can see 
links where others cannot. 
 
 

Dyslexics often recall facts as experiences or stories 
and are experiential learners. And so while a 
dyslexic may not remember his home phone 
number, he may remember what his grandmother 
got for herself when they visited Sentosa three years 
ago. As such, they are particularly suited for roles in 
sales, counselling, law and teaching, where telling 
and understanding stories are important.  
 
 

Dynamic reasoning is the ability to analyse and 
infer when there are limited or changing facts. And 
this comfort with changes and ease in making 
predictions makes dyslexics strong candidates for 
positions in business, financial markets, scientific 
fields such as geology, palaeontology etc.   
 
 

Cervantes, in “Don Quixote” said, “In the world, there must 
surely be of all sorts” and diversity is essential.  This means that 
dyslexics with their different MIND-strengths bring a necessary 
benefit by offering a desirable alternative to non-dyslexics and 
their strengths, which in turn enrich our society. And while 
different dyslexics will display different combinations of these 
strengths, we must seek and develop these skills so that the 
child and his family, as well as the society, can reap the 
benefits. 
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When do I worry about 
Learning Difficulties? 

Advice for 
Parents 

 
 

by Geetha Shantha Ram  
Director—MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme  

& Staff Professional Development 

 
If parents notice symptoms of dyslexia in their 
children, seek advice as soon as possible. 
Catching them early is the key. Do not adopt the 
“wait and see” or the “wait to fail” approach.  A 
study conducted in 2013 at the DAS confirmed the 
findings of several early intervention studies, where 
students who started intervention early achieved 
the most in literacy gains. While this is not to say 
that older students do not benefit, the advantages 
of early intervention is evident.  
 
If a parent suspects that their child has dyslexia, 
sending him for a screener or an assessment early 
leads to early intervention. If anything, it can set 
the parent’s mind at ease and enable them to 
pursue different ways to empower their child. The 
DAS conducts free screeners and this may be a 
good way to start the process of getting the child 
the right kind of support. At the same time, parents 
may also attend workshops and courses to equip 
themselves with skills to support their children at 
home. As a start, read, play word games and 
explore word meanings with the child.  
 

Some early signs to watch out for include: 
 Family history of dyslexia. If one parent has 

dyslexia, there is a 50% possibility that the 
child has dyslexia too 

 Late speech or the repeated difficulties in 
correctly pronouncing certain common words  

 has difficulties remembering the right names 
for objects 

 Confusion with directionality (left-right, up-
down etc.).  As dyslexics tend to think in 3D, 
this baffles them as they can imagine 
themselves in space where one side may the 
right but if they turn, the other side is the 
right 

 trouble learning the letter names or numbers 
 the inability to recognise rhymes might 

indicate a future reading difficulty 
 
It is important that before diagnosis, we must 
ensure that the child has been given the 
opportunity to learn to read and he is not 
displaying symptoms of dyslexia due to a lack of 
exposure to the language. If adequate support and 
intervention have been provided, then students in 
preschool can be recognised as being at risk of 
having dyslexia and students in primary school can 
be diagnosed for dyslexia.   
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Children with dyslexia may often be confused and 
suffer from a reduced sense of self because of the 
unfair social comparisons between them and their 
non-dyslexic peers, the difficulties they encounter in 
school and feelings of inadequacy.  
 
According to Erik Erikson, children must learn to 
balance feelings of inferiority with a positive self-
image during their first few years in school.  
Success in school, therefore, leads to a positive self
-image and self-worth. Parents may recall that their 
children started their educational journey with an 
eagerness and excitement - they were happy to be 
in school. In time, however, dyslexic learners may 
begin to feel left behind.  
 
They struggle to understand why some tasks are 
simple for their friends and yet, near impossible for 
them to achieve. They learn and even accept that 
they are inferior to others. Past studies show that 
children with learning difficulties are at increased 
risk of low self-concept, depression and anxiety 
(Wilcut & Pennington, 2000). 
 
Bullying can also contribute towards alow self-
esteem. Several studies also show that children 
with dyslexia are greater potential victims of 
bullies, which also invariably affects self-esteem 
(Mishna, 2003; Riddick, 1996).  
 
How does this impact a learner with dyslexia? 
Anxiety, for instance, prompts us to avoid tasks that 
cause fear and task avoidance may often be 
misconstrued as defiance or laziness. The more a 
child persists in avoiding certain tasks, the less 
likely he is to succeed at it and the gap between 
him and his peers will continue to grow wider. 

Likewise, a  negative self-image influences learners 
to view their success as luck and their failure as an 
inherent lack of abilities whereas typical learners 
will acknowledge that success or failure relates 
directly to the effort given to the task. So while a 
child with a healthy self-esteem may try harder, a 
child with a low self-esteem may feel helpless and 
see no solutions.  
 
Recent studies have shown that with a supportive 
school and home environment, quality intervention 
and a better understanding of his own strengths 
and abilities, feelings of self can be modified and 
enhanced. For instance, DAS, in a joint study with 
NCSS, discovered that children with dyslexia 
undergoing specialist intervention at DAS had a 
better academic self-evaluation compared with  
non-learning disabled children  So, with the right 
support, children can regain their confidence in 
their own abilities.  
 
Parental support and understanding are key to 
raising children’s confidence in their learning 
ability. Working together to create expectations on 
what they can achieve in tests, or a specific task 
like reading, will demonstrate to the children that 
their parents are partnering them in this learning 
journey. Recognising achievements, no matter how 
small they may seem, acknowledges effort that the 
child has put in. After all, a journey of a thousand 
miles begins with and consists of many single 
steps. 
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In my experience, it's often a combination of 
factors that enable success but if I had to identify 
one common trait, it would be the grit factor. 
Perhaps it is because learners with dyslexia, in the 
face of all the challenges they encounter, form 
coping strategies and self-preservation skills 
independently and this forms the basis of their 
strength and determination. When comparing 
many successful dyslexics, perseverance, 
sometimes to the point of ignoring what society 
might deem to be risk factors (might deem to be 
extreme), almost always seems to enable 
greatness. 
 
 

Embrace dyslexia completely!   
I highly recommend that parents be fully aware of 
what dyslexia truly is. Being the parent of a child 
with dyslexia need not be a lonely experience as 
they can get connected to a parent network for 
support and stay current with news and 
developments about dyslexia. Parents may also 
explain to their children about dyslexia in ways 
that they can understand. Assure them that they 
have as much potential as other children. Parents 
can share success stories with their children, 
describing how many individuals with dyslexia had 
similar struggles and achieved great success in 
their fields through hard work. 

Be the child’s champion.   
To ensure that the child does not give up on 
himself, the parent must never give up.  As the 
child may be too young to represent themselves 
and seek out the appropriate guidance, parents 
can support them by advocating for their needs.  
Many people and professionals are involved in the 
support of a child, so parents may engage as 
many of them as possible to work together with 
them to enable their children towards success.  
 
Empower the child. Take the time to listen to the 
child and acknowledge their difficulties. 
Simultaneously, help the child find his own unique 
strengths and provide opportunities for the child to 
demonstrate and enhance his abilities.  
 
Most importantly, be mindful never to let all the 
effort towards helping the child shadow the love 
for the child as an individual. Regardless of the 
challenges, always remind your child that you love 
him for who he is.  Ultimately, this guides us in 
raising healthy, happy and motivated children. 
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During the June School holidays, students were 
welcomed back at the Bedok Learning Centre to 
participate in a therapeutic, hands-on DIY 
Terrarium workshop. 
 
The objectives of the ‘Jurassic World’ workshop 
was to put into practice elements of Science and 
Maths and to increase the students knowledge and 
appreciation of nature.  Besides learning historical 
trivia about terrariums, students also picked up 
creative landscaping and aesthetic skills.  
 
Using the Hollywood Movie 'Jurassic World', as a 
theme, students enthusiastically designed their very 
own dinosaur and bug garden, digging with relish 
into the dirt while conjuring their 'out of this world' 
Terrarium creations! 
  
The workshop encouraged students to interact and 
work with one another across the various age 
groups in a relaxed environment.  I was simply 
impressed with their initiative in offering peer 
assistance and teamwork with one another while 
toiling away at their 'work'. 
 
At the end of the session, the students were each 

presented with a Certificate of Participation, 
obliging with a photo session with all smiles and 
proudly bringing home their very own DIY Terrarium 
creations. 
 
At the end of the day, the workshop served to 
reiterate a quote from Confucius : 
 

 
Here's what our students had to say about 
attending the workshop.  (the following comments 
are unedited versions) 
  
Shalyn Ng (P6): 'I like the workshop as I get to work 
with my partner, she helped me alought (a lot). 
Thank you for helping me ! :) 
  
Adam Yen Sullivan (P5): 'I loved this workshop 
because it was fun and we got our hands dirty. We 
also got to decorate it so i ( I) hope we cando (can 
do)  it soon ' 
  
Cheryl Koh (Sec 1): 'I like the workshop as I get to 
work with some people I do not know ' 
  
Joshwa Sim (Sec 2): 'I enjoy the workshop as it was 
fun and I learnt a lot (on) how to make terrariums.' 
  

 

'Jurassic World' 
Dinosaur Themed Terrarium Workshop  
@ Bedok Learning Centre 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By : Karen Wong 
Senior Educational Therapist 

Bedok Learning Centre 
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Syahindah ( P5): 'I enjoy so much because we can 
make our own terrarium. I Learn (learnt) so much 
about this terrarium. I also learnt so much about 
Seinece ( Science). I met a new friend name 
(named) Adam.' 
  
Lim Jian Feng ( P5): 'I like making the terrarium 
because it is fun' 
  
Wong Zuo Han (P4): 'I learn alot (a lot) of about 
terrarium.  I think the work shop (workshop ) is fun. I 
met a lot of new pupils' 
  
Sebastian Yong ( P6): 'I learn (ed) that making a 
terrarium is not so hard.  When making it (,) you 
have to clean the jar and the soil must be flat. The 
workshop is very good for us to learn how to make 
a terrarium .' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Example : Terrarium  
(a glass container for growing or displaying plants) 
 
Explanation : 
 -arium is a suffix occurring in loanwords from Latin, 
which often denote a location 
 
Words such as : 
- armarium (place for arms or weapons) 
- caldarium (place for having a hot bath, i.e likened 
to ancient Roman bath) 
-solarium (place that is exposed to sun's rays. E.g. 
at a  seaside hotel etc.) 
- vivarium (place where live animals or plants are 
kept under conditions simulating their natural 
environment) 
 
Note:  
Suffix -arium has limited use in English , especially 
in words denoting an artificial environment for 
plants or animals, for examples on the models of 
vivarium, aquarium, herbarium, insectariums or 
terrarium 
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Yue Jia Xuan   
Age:12  

 
Submitted by Lorraine Anne Tang 

Educational Therapist 
Parkway Parade Learning Centre 
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Student Gal lery 
Yue Jia Xuan  Age:12  Parkway Parade Learning Centre 
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Introduction 
Do you cringe every time when you see someone type ‘gr8’ instead of great? Or is your reaction more 
likely to be ‘lol’ (laugh out loud)? Texting or text speech has always been a bone of contention among 
the language specialists. On the surface, texting may seem like killing the English language. But, looking 
at it in a different way may sway your bias. 
 
Body 1 
To begin with, texting is not writing at all. It is a casual fingered speech. Generally, texting is very loose 
in its structure. No one thinks about capital letters or punctuation when one texts because one does not 
think about grammatical rules when speaking. As observed, texting is a balancing act that young people 
are using today. It is an expansion of their language collection. 
 
Body 2 
Next, texting is not a stain on language. But rather, it is a new kind of language with a new type of 
structure. A study was conducted to examine the influence of texting on students’ formal writing. The 
result revealed that these students are aware of proper spelling, punctuation and grammar and used 
the texting lexicon merely for time convenience purposes. In addition, people’s concerns about the 
impact of texting on the academic writing of students being in danger of destruction are exaggerated. 
(Lucas Suah, Sec 2) 
 
Body 3 
Furthermore, text messaging can be a fun and playful way to communicate. Therefore, texting is being 
used to actually help literacy in developing countries. The important thing to remember is teaching 
children how to employ different ways of communication. Writing an essay and writing a text are 
different things. Children can learn both. In developing countries like Pakistan, texting is being used to 
help women to read. 
(Darius Lin, Sec 2) 
 
Conclusion 
In a nutshell, texting does not kill the English Language but rather it can be viewed as the language of 
the future developed by the people of the 21st century. It would be interesting to witness how this 
language will develop. 
(Peng Hui Ling, Sec 4)  
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compiled by Lee Jia Ying Sec 1,  

Jeffri Esoof Piperdy Sec 3, 
 Zarifah Sec 2 & Renee Lim Sec 5 

ttyl = talk to you later btw = by the way 

Idk = I don’t know Ikr = I know right 

tmr = tomorrow smth = something 

2 = to GWS = get well soon 

tt = that ootd = outfit of the day 

coz = because pm = private message 

gdm = Good Morning EOY = end of year 

otw = on the way gg = going 

lol = laugh out loud u = you 

OMG = Oh my God yst = yesterday 

Idc = I don’t care Y = why 

rmb = remember c = see 

msg = message hw = homework 

nvm = never mind wat = what 
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Submitted by Shenmee  
Senior Educational Therapist,  
Bedok Learning Centre  
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Submitted by Andy Wang Dingxiong, 
Senior Educational Therapist, Sengkang Learning Centre  
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#dashugs photo competition 
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