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Welcome 
October marks Dyslexia Awareness 

Month around the world and the month 
that DAS turns 25!  DAS has a number of 
events planned to celebrate our Silver 
Anniversary we hope you can join us.   

 
DAS students have had a number of 

opportunities to have fun over the last 
few months.  We had an amazing turnout 

of our students to play soccer to train 
with the coaches at F17! See the fun they 

had in the Features section. 
 

We continue to celebrate the success of 
people with dyslexia and we have a 
great story to tell you in the Applause 

section of this issue of Raphael Chew a 
National triathlete.  

 
I hope you enjoy this issue of FACETS and 

that you find it as informative and 
enjoyable as it was for me to put 

together! 
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C ol laboration with  
F17 Footbal l Academy 

 
By By Surjati Soekraman,  

Assistant Director of  
DAS Outreach and Awareness  

     and 
Maicahs Joseph Morales,  

DAS Outreach & Awareness Officer 
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Tapping on the Academy’s ability to groom young 
players into football stars, the partnership aims to 
prepare DAS students to also become stars in their 
individual life journeys.  
 
On Saturday, 20 August 2016, a total of 80 students, 
between the ages of 5 and 17, from across all 13 
DAS Learning Centres were brought to Singapore 
University of Technology & Design (SUTD) Sports 
Complex to experience a fun and exciting training 
session with the Academy’s certified coaches. 

Over the next 12 months, the Academy has set 
aside more than $130,000 to support up to 300 
students aged five to seventeen under bursary to 
participate in its weekly programmes at any of its 7 
training centres. F-17 Football Academy will also 
offer other DAS students a special partner rate for 
signing up its programme. 
 
With DAS Learning is not bound in the four corners 
of our classroom. It extends outside and in many 
different aspects. 
 

I enjoyed the event 
and even made a new 

friend with the only 
other girl in the group  

- Siti Hawa, 12,  
DAS Tampines 

– Musa, 7,  
DAS Tampines 

My child was all smiles from beginning to end ... 
he managed to pick up some skills and even 

scored a goal that boosted his confidence 

 – Mdm Amanda, Mother of Ethan, 7,  
DAS Sengkang 

It was a very good event, our kids enjoyed a lot!  
Mdm Lee, Mother of Yu Yang, DAS Chua Chu Kang 

. 

 - F-17 Coaches Habil, Steven and Jashs 
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“We often discuss the difficulties children with 
dyslexia face in reading and spelling.  What we 
must also emphasise are their strengths and the 
many wonderful things they can achieve. Former 
Arsenal players Dennis Bergkamp and Paul 
Merson are both reported to have dyslexia but this 
did not stop them from becoming outstanding 
footballers.  We are sure the DAS and F-17 
Football Camp 2016 will motivate our students to 
explore and work on their areas of strength to 
become outstanding individuals and contributors 
to Singapore,” said Mr. Lee Siang, Chief Executive 
Officer of DAS. 
 
Founded by local football legend Fandi Ahmad, 
the F-17 Football Academy has chosen to support 
DAS as its non-profit organisation for this year to 
help DAS students strive for excellence while 
raising awareness about dyslexia among its staff 
and coaches. The programme is also in line with 
the Academy’s goal to expand its coaches’ 
repertoire by giving them the opportunity to coach 
children with dyslexia, who require different 
teaching strategies. 
 
“F-17 Football Academy is happy to collaborate 
with DAS to design a football programme for 
children with dyslexia. We always look forward to 
providing the best opportunities and experience 
for young footballers, regardless of their 
background. As such, we are honoured to be 
associated with their development in the sports 
arena. This would not be the first time F-17 
coaches are training dyslexic children. However, 
we have had first-hand experience, albeit limited, 
of what these youths are capable of achieving on 
and off the field. A month back, twenty of our 
coaches had the privilege of attending a dyslexia 
awareness briefing at the DAS Tampines Learning 
Centre, to learn about strategies on how our 
educators could keep children with dyslexia 
engaged.  

With such support and communication between 
our two organisations, coupled with a dedicated 
football development programme, we are 
confident in aiding DAS students to maintain a 
healthy body and mind,” said Mr. Shamir 
Amanullah, Director of F-17 Football Academy. 
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This year, the Dyslexia Association of Singapore is 
privileged to be selected as one of their charity 
partners. Besides fundraising, OCBC Cycle 
participants were also invited to volunteer to teach 
underprivileged children cycling as a life skill.  
 
OCBC understands that cycling is a life skill and 
wished to impart this valuable skillset to children 
who do not know how to cycle. Five of our DAS 
students, aged 10 to 12, were invited to take part 
in this programme.  

The Mighty Savers Kids Ride was one of the lead 
up activities to the OCBC Cycle event that took 
place on 1 and 2 October. To qualify to take part 
in the Mighty Savers Kids on 1 October afternoon 
at the Singapore Sports Hub, the children had to 
attend all three training sessions prior to the event 
to ensure that they knew how to ride a bicycle. 
 
OCBC had a surprise waiting for the kids at the 
end of the ride.  The bicycles that they had been 
riding during the training sessions were presented 
to them as gifts after the event.  
 
Thank you OCBC!  We were elated and excited 
that our students learned a lifelong skill that was 
both fun and good for them. It's one more way of 
developing their interest while staying healthy. 

 
By Jacqueline Song 

Head of Fundraising
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OCBC volunteers gave our students a warm 
welcome and ushered students to a private hall 
where they were grouped with OCBC volunteers.  
 
The event took off with a series of ice breaking 
games before the much awaited terrarium making.   
 
All equipment needed to make the terrarium were 
neatly arranged at the front with students in groups 
taking turn to collect them.  
 

After collecting their materials the students were 
seated and anxiously waited for terrarium making 
to kick start. Students were first given background 
information and were later shown a step by step by 
guide to terrarium making. 
 
Every student went on proudly setting up their own 
terrarium. Our active and ever friendly volunteers 
also guided our students in setting up the terrarium.  
Lastly, students were treated to a scrumptious Tea 
Buffet filled with cupcakes, Danish pastries and 
fruits.  
 
Students left for home with their nicely created 
Terrarium looking delighted. Some students were 
eager to show their parents the terrarium. 
 
We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to 
OCBC for providing our students with this wonderful 
opportunity. 

Terrarium making workshop 

 
By Andrew Ho 

SengKang Centre Manager  
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Young Runners C ompetition 

 

By See Lay Yen and Kong Yun Rui 
DAS Chinese Programme 
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前进”.  
 

Co-produced by MyChinaChannel (MCC) and 
Marshall Cavendish Education (MCE), the objective 
of the programme was to make learning Mandarin 
fun by engaging children through games, 
challenges and obstacles. Contestants were aged 
between 9 to 11 years old. In their team of trios, 
contestants had to go through the preliminaries, 
quarter-finals and semi-finals before competing in 
the finals to be the winning team.   
 
The games were highly interactive and we saw 
how teamwork was put to play as they strategised 
and cheered each other on in the competition. Not 
only that, the students also forged new friendships 
with students from other teams. It was heartening 
to see them looking out for each other along the 
way even though they did not know anyone prior to 
the competition. The students also had to put their 
Chinese language to good use when they had to 
give instructions and answer questions related to 
Chinese. Beyond the games, our students also won 
the hearts of many of the crew with their witty 
instincts.  
 
It has indeed been a fun and fruitful learning 
experience for our student participants. Here are 
some thoughts from our students after the 
competition.  

 
 
 

LEE JIA YI CHARLIZE (P4) 
I learnt to persevere in spite of challenges and to 
always work as a team. Chinese is not difficult if 
you put your heart into it and persevere. I find this 
competition a fun and interesting way to learn 
Chinese. I hope I can participate in similar 
activities in future.  
 
PANG WEI TING (P5) 

The competition was a new, interesting and fun 
way to learn Chinese. I wish learning Chinese in 
the classroom can be just as fun! During the 
competition, my teammates and I worked closely 
together. We were very happy because we had a 
good time and made a lot of friends from other 
schools as well as with the “big brothers and 
sisters” from the crew who were extremely friendly 
and funny. I hope such events will run throughout 
the year so that many of my friends can participate 
too! 
 
NYEOW ZHONG YI (P5)  
After joining this competition, I have learnt that the 
outcome of the competition is not the most 
important. The most important part is the learning 
process. I want to tell the people who are learning 
Chinese that if you persevere to the end, you will 
be able to do it.  
 
The programme will be broadcasted on MaxToon, 
StarHub TV Channel 322. The programme has five 
episodes, showing every Wednesday from 7.30pm 
to 8.00pm, starting from 30 November onwards. 
There will be a repeat broadcast every Saturday 
from 10.30am to 11.00am.  Do keep a look out for 
the programme to watch and learn Chinese with 
your children, and also find out how our students 
did during the competition!  
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Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) will be 
celebrating its 25th anniversary in October 2016, 
marking 25 years of significant achievements in 
helping dyslexic people achieve. DAS will 
commemorate the occasion with a public carnival 
and an anniversary dinner.  
 
Registered in October 1991 as an independent 
Non-Profit Organisation, DAS has grown from just 
12 students and one teacher at its first learning 
centre in 1993 to more than 3,500 preschool, 
primary and secondary school students and more 
than 240 educational therapists & lecturers, 
educational & specialist psychologists, speech & 
language therapists and other professional staff 
across 13 learning centres today.  
 
Moving ahead, DAS will embark on a significant 
shift in emphasis towards providing holistic 
support for individuals with dyslexia and specific 
learning differences, in tandem with the Ministry of 
Education's (MOE’s) focus on holistic education.  
 
Under this new direction, DAS will introduce new 
programmes and services to complement existing 
literacy- and school work- focused ones, to extend 
all-rounded support to students with specific 
learning differences that will not only help them 
overcome their learning difficulties but unlock their 
strengths. DAS has already initiated a pilot speech 
and drama programme to instil greater 
confidence in students with dyslexia.  

In addition, while continuing to support preschool, 
primary and secondary school students with 
dyslexia, DAS will also develop programmes and 
services to help post-secondary school students; as 
well as young adults in Institutes of Higher 
Learning (IHLs) and work places overcome 
learning challenges and flourish in different stages 
of their lives. 
 
DAS’ major achievements over the past 25 years 
include: 
 

 Providing educational therapy to primary 
and secondary school students diagnosed 
with dyslexia through the MOE-aided DAS 
Literacy Programme (MAP); and supporting 
such students through the Specialised 
Educational Services (SES) launched in April 
2014 offering programmes such as Chinese, 
Maths and Speech and Drama.  

 

 

Dyslexics Achieve 
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 Establishing an Assessment Team of 
specialist psychologists and speech and 
language therapists in 2002 to provide 
assessments and diagnosis for individuals at 
risk of having dyslexia and/or specific 
learning differences. Over 9,000 of such 
assessments have been conducted to-date. 

 
 Raising public and professional awareness 

of dyslexia through campaigns including 
“Embrace Dyslexia”, launched in August 
2014, that led to the launch of “Embrace a 
Different Kind of Mind: Personal Stories of 
Dyslexia”, a book capturing 57 inspiring 
stories of individuals from all walks of life 
who have dyslexia or are touched by 
dyslexia.  

 
 Providing crucial support to teachers, 

parents and professionals to help dyslexic 
individuals and those with specific learning 
differences: annual Preschool Seminars 
since 2013 to help parents and educators 
identify and support dyslexic pre-schoolers; 
and the DAS Academy set up in 2010 
offering an academic pathway in the field of 
specific learning differences from foundation 
to postgraduate level. DAS Academy started 
as the training arm of DAS in 2005 and has 
also trained about 250 Allied Educators from 
MOE to-date. 

 
 Extending financial support to students from 

low income families, with the proportion of 
students supported by bursaries in the MAP 
programme growing from 32.5% in 2010 to 
48% in 2015. 

 
 Promoting and carrying out of local research 

on dyslexia and specific learning 
differences, having held the annual Uniting 
Ideas in Teaching Excellence (UnITE) specific 
learning differences (SpLD) conference since 
2015 to stimulate greater research and 
teaching excellence in SpLD amongst 
teachers, practitioners and parents; and 
having published the Asia Pacific Journal of 
Developmental Differences since 2014 to 
showcase research in this region in dyslexia, 
autism, dyspraxia, dyscalculia and ADHD. 

 
 Bringing best practices in dyslexia from 

Singapore to the world, with Mr Lee Siang, 
CEO of DAS being elected to the 
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International Dyslexia Association (IDA) 
Board of Directors with effect from January 
2016, recognising the significance of 
Singapore’s efforts in promoting awareness 
of dyslexia and support towards individuals 
with dyslexia. 

 
“From humble beginnings, DAS has spread its 
wings over the years, growing in stature and 
significance by keeping our focus on helping 
people with dyslexia and specific learning 
differences achieve their potential. As DAS turns 
25, we want to thank all our partners and our staff 
for their unstinting dedication and commitment 
that have made this momentous milestone 
possible. At the same time, we are forward-
focused and will forge ahead to provide even 
more comprehensive support to individuals with 
specific learning differences,” said Mr Lee. 
 
“The 25th anniversary of Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore is a milestone worth every celebration.  
It marks the organisation’s success in helping 
children with dyslexia overcome struggles in their 
learning journeys, enabling Singapore to become 
a leading centre for the management of dyslexia 
in the world. Building on their proven ability in 
catering to the needs of children from preschool 
to secondary school level, DAS is well positioned 
to help post-secondary and tertiary students with 
dyslexia and specific learning differences discover 
their talents and realise their aspirations,” said 
Mrs Goh Chok Tong, Patron of DAS since April 
1995. 
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Parents, you can now connect with other parents 
to share your experience and knowledge of 

raising a child with dyslexia.   
 

Join us on Facebook now. 
 

DAS Parents Network  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 
 

Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 

 

www.facebook.com/dysSG 
 

DAS Academy Ltd 
 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy 
 

DAS International Services  
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational 
 

DAS Student Alumni 
 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 
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By Kristy Wong 
Senior Publicity & Publications Officer 
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The Community Champion Award was launched in 
2011 by tabla! and seeks to highlight members of 
the Indian community who have made outstanding 
contributions to the less fortunate.  The winner 
receives $10,000 to be given to the charities of 
their choice. The award is funded by the State 
Bank of India. 
 
The ceremony was held as part of the Singapore 
International Indian Expo (SIIE) and the event was 
graced by Guest-of-Honour Ms Sim Ann, Senior 
Minister of State at the Ministries of Culture, 
Community and Youth and Trade and Industry, 
who presented Mr Kesavapany with the award. 

Mr Kesavapany was described by the tabla! 
editor Patrick Jonas as a “rare gem in the Indian 
community” who raised funds for the Indian 
Association Welfare Fund and uses it to help the 
needy who would otherwise fall through the 
cracks. 
 
Besides that, Mr Kesavapany had also aided to 
integrate new Indian citizens and permanent 
residents into the community through his role in 
the Indian Community Aftercare Council at the 
Singapore Indian Development Association 
(Sinda). Mr Kesavapany also believed in helping 
dyslexic students and that belief spurred him on to 
be one of the founders of DAS. 
 
A HUMBLE CHAMPION 
 
Despite being well-known in the Indian community 
for his good works, Mr K. Kesavapany keeps a 
low profile.  Many months ago, the late Mr. S. R. 
Nathan, who was one of Mr Kesavapany’s role 
models, asked him why his activities in the social 
service field were not known to many people. Mr 
Kesavapany’s reply was “Life is simpler this way, 
Mr Nathan”.  
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Mr Kesavapany learned from Mr Nathan that 
individuals should be at the heart of social work 
and not systems or organisations. This led to the 
creation of the welfare programme in the 
Singapore Indian Association called “Helping 
People from Falling through the cracks”. 
Assistance is rendered regardless of race, creed 
and nationality and in a timely manner. 
 
Besides the late Mr S R Nathan, Mr Kesavapany’s 
other role model was Dr Jimmy Daruwalla, the 
founding President of the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore. From Dr Jimmy Daruwalla, he learnt 
that passion and dedication can move mountains. 
He had witnessed how Dr Daruwalla’s 
commitment and dedication for the past 25 years 
with DAS had inspired and touched the lives of 
many children with dyslexia. 
 
MR KESAVAPANY’S PROFILE 
 
Mr Kesavapany was one of the founding Executive 
Committee members of Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore when the DAS was founded 25 years 
ago.   
 
Mr Kesavapany graduated from the University of 
Malaya with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree 
and obtained a Master of Arts (Area Studies) 
degree from the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, specialising in South-East Asia and the 
Cambodian conflict, University of London.  
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  Applause 

In later years, Mr Kesavapany served as 
Singapore's Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations (UN) in Geneva and was 
concurrently accredited as Ambassador to Italy 
(1991 - 1997) and Turkey.  He organised the first 
ministerial conference of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) in Singapore in 1996.  
 
Following his return from Geneva the same year, 
where he was an Ambassador to the UN and the 
WTO, he was made Singapore's High 
Commissioner to Malaysia from 1997 to 2002. 
From 2002 until 2012 he was the Director of the 
Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. 

Mr Kesavapany served on a number of NGO 
boards including the Energy Studies Institute and 
the Hindu Endowments Board.  
 
Presently, Mr Kesavapany is a Governor on the 
Board of the Singapore International Foundation 
and President of the Singapore Indian Association 
(SIA).  Ambassdor Kesavapany is also a 
Distinguished (Affiliated) Fellow in the Asian 
Research Institute, National University of 
Singapore. 

Pictured Above:  Mr Kevsavapany at the Awards ceremony with DAS CEO Mr Lee Siang (right) and the  

General Secretary of the Singapore Kindness Movement, Dr William Wan (le ) 
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When Jia Ying started attending speech and 
anguage therapy at DAS, she was observed to be 
relatively quiet and soft spoken. She showed self-
doubt and anxious behaviour during therapy 
sessions and had great difficulty talking to 
unfamiliar adults. She appeared to have low self-
esteem. She made good progress and was able 
to introduce herself to an unfamiliar adult after a 
term of intervention.  
 
When I suggested to share her success story in the 
UnITE SpLD Conference 2016, Jia Ying volunteered 
to give a speech during the conference as she 
wanted to take up a bigger challenge. Jia Ying's 
parents, her school teacher and I were impressed 
by the effort Jia Ying has put in to overcome her 

fears and be able to speak up in front of large 
audiences and her strong determination to build 
up her self-confidence and self-esteem over time. 
Jia Ying practiced hard and performed well 
during the conference. I am so proud of her 
accomplishments.  
 

Congratulations and way to go, Jia Ying! 

Speaks UP! 
by Ho Shuet Lian 

Senior Speech and Language Therapist 
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In July, the inaugural SkillsFuture Study Awards 
Ceremony was held at Orchard Hotel. The 
SkillsFuture Study Awards encourage 
Singaporeans to develop and deepen 
specialist skills needed by future economic 
growth sectors or in areas of demand. 
 
Three DAS Specialist Psychologists received 
study awards to pursue their Master of Arts in 
Applied Psychology at the National Institute of 
Education.  Minqi Chua, Adeline Teo and Pei 
Yi Fong received their award from the Guest-of
-honour, Acting Minister for Education (Higher 
Education and Skills) Mr Ong Ye Kung.  
 

Congratulations, Minqi, Adeline & Pei Yi! 

Skil lsFuture Study 
Awards

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 
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Successful  National  Triathlete 

by Cheryl Cheong 
Senior Publicity and Publications Officer 
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Raphael dashed into the living room, apologising 
profusely for being late. He had rushed down from 
work to his home on his trusty bicycle.  The 
entrance to his home has easily 4 bicycles and 
random accessories scattered around, all for 
different terrains and requirements. 
 
Raphael Chew, 25, was a triathlete on the national 
team and a cycling enthusiast. He is also dyslexic.  
At the age of 9, Raphael was having trouble with 
English in school.  He could not distinguish 
between 6, 9, a, e and other letters in the 
alphabet.  A family friend who was a doctor 
suspected that he may have dyslexia and 
recommended that his parents bring Raphael for 
an assessment. 
 

 
“My dad would randomly bring me out to the park 
nearby, and test me on the signage there. He 
would ask me what’s that letter, what’s that word 
and so on,” said Raphael. 
 
Raphael was in rugby as his CCA and he was the 
team’s winger. Being in the rugby team meant that 
the small-statured boy was constantly dwarfed by 
his larger sized friends. He also often took part in 
school fights with his friends. “I was like a mini chili 
padi,” laughed Raphael as he described his 
school fights. “My parents frequently came to 
school to pay for medical bills or beg the school to 
give me another chance,” he said.  

After he was diagnosed with dyslexia, he started 
classes at DAS. “My DAS classes were twice a 
week, it was not cheap but my mum said ‘we’ll just 
have to do it’,” he said.  The classes were fun and 
he remembered his teacher very clearly but forgot 

his name. 

Raphael 
recalled fun lessons and always looked forward to 
the DAS classes.  In fact, his mother recalled that 
after his first lesson, Raphael said that he loved 
the DAS classes and looked forward to going back 
for the next lesson, something she never expected 
considering the tempestuous time he had in 
school. 
 
With an exemption in Chinese language, he 
managed to do better for his other subjects. 
Raphael scored 196 for his PSLE, earning himself a 
place in the Express stream in St Andrew’s 
Secondary School.  
 
Raphael was a busy guy during his secondary 
school years. At the age of 13, he joined the 
Triathlon Association of Singapore. He was also in 
the tennis club at school. Every day after school, 
he sped to tennis training before going for 
triathalon training, often reaching home after 9pm.  
 
A turning point in his life came when Raphael’s 
friend collapsed and passed away directly after a 
triathlon. After crossing the finish line his friend 
came to him for water and then collapsed in his 
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arms.  He remembers being at the hospital and 
being so shocked when they reported that his 
friend had passed away at the young age of 16.  
“I was really lost; that kinda changed me,” he 
said, “I should be serious about life, time to 
change myself.”  
 
After his N Levels at the end of Secondary 4, 
Raphael reached a crossroads in life; he could 
proceed onto Secondary 5 for a chance to study in 
a Polytechnic after O Levels, or he could head to 
the Institute of Technical Education (ITE).  Without a 
recommendation to proceed onto Secondary 5 
due to his bad record with teachers, Raphael 
headed to ITE for the next phase of his life. 
 
Studying Mechanical Engineering at ITE East, 
Raphael continued to fill his schedule with triathlon 
training. He was either going for training sessions, 
or travelling overseas for yet more triathlon 
training. The bonus was that the travels were 
mostly free since he was a national athlete.   
Due to the clashes between school and training 
schedules, Raphael missed a lot of school. “My 
studies were not fantastic,” he freely admitted,  
“I barely passed my exams.” 
 

 
Starting to serve his national service, Raphael felt 
trepidation on his first day. He was posted to 

Sungei Gedong Camp to join the armour infantry 
company. His platoon mates were a rougher 
crowd than he was used to, and covered in 
tattoos. “For the first time, I actually felt scared,” 
he laughed. Things changed for him after a  
2.4 km run on the second day of army; he 
completed the run in 7 minute 45 seconds to the 
amazement to everyone present. 
 
He was then told to report to the Esplanade for a 
16 kmrace the next day. Raphael came in second 
out of more than 600 participants.  He recalled 
that he hadn’t run a distance of more than 10 km 
before so this was a first for him. 
His superiors finding out that Raphael could run 
made army life very positive. He was frequently 
picked out to join army races and training and 
noticed by the higher ups in camp. There were 
special privileges for him, such as being able to 
leave camp early in order to go for training. 
However, Raphael managed to complete all three 
high-key (major) events during his BMT. 
 
Less than a year later, he again surprised his 
superiors by his skill in swimming. He was picked 
to go for a swim competition and emerged 
champion in the trials against 23 others. For 
added incentive to win and give his unit glory, his 
superior bargained with Raphael: For every gold 
he gets, he would receive a day off. Raphael 
achieved 3 golds and 6 silvers, earning himself  
6 days of leave. 
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Trying to get his driver’s license was an incredibly 
tough road for him. He easily passed his basic 
theory test on the first try but was absolutely 
stumped for the final theory test. He failed the final 
theory test 4 times; always scoring 44 marks out of 
the 50 marks and only needed 1 more mark to 
pass every time! “The worse thing was that I 
helped the girl beside me to pass!” he groaned. 
This was during fourth try at the test - “She asked 
me some questions and I gave her the answers 
and she passed! So I felt confident for my own 
results but I ended up failing, again!.” 
 
The difficult words were the reason for his 
consecutive failures. “Why did they use such 
difficult words? Who even uses centri-something 
force?” he asked, “I know what it means but it’s 
not a word I use on a daily basis so it won’t 
register for me.”  
 
Raphael is now working full-time at a bicycle shop, 
specialising in high-end and customised bicycles. 
He works under his triathlon mentor, whom he 
knew since he was young when his mother brought 
him to the shop to learn about bicycles.  
 
When asked how dyslexia affects his life, he 
pondered for a moment before lighting up: Typos. 
Frequent typos are the bane of his life. He makes 
mistakes in spelling such as “brake/break”. 
Autocorrect is very helpful, he said, in correcting 
his spelling mistakes. His girlfriend Nicole also 
proofreads all his messages to his clients to 
ensure that he spelt everything correctly. 
 
Dyslexia also affected him in other ways. While 
buying his flight tickets for a trip to New York City, 
he carefully entered his name onto the website 
and triple-checked it before finalising his purchase. 

Six months later at the airport, the counter told him 
there was an issue with his tickets and he needed 
to settle it. The issue – he had entered his surname 
twice on the tickets, and now the name on the 
boarding pass did not match his passport. 
Fortunately, he managed to rush to a helpdesk 
and get it fixed.  

Raphael’s story so far shows us what dedication, 
hard work and passion can bring about success.  
He thoroughly enjoys working with professional 
cyclists building custom-made bicycles.  Pursuing 
his passion, Raphael tells us to, “Work towards 
what you really enjoy in life, stay focused, work 
smart, work hard and you'll see success in the later 
days to come!” 
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Youth for Causes  
&  

Student Groups 

By Jacqueline Song  
DAS Head of Fundraising 

and 
 Hema Krishan 

DAS Fundraising Officer 

 

 
You have the perfect recipe for a 
delectable fundraising and 
awareness drive that not only helps 
provide education for our students 
with dyslexia, but also enables the 
student volunteers whom have braved 
the scorching heat to raise funds for 
the greater good as part of their 
learning journey.  
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One such community initiative that provided this 
opportunity is the youth-driven project, Youth for 
Causes (YFC) jointly organised by Citibank and 
YMCA Singapore. 
 
DAS has been an active participant in this 
meaningful project for the past four years.  There 
were four teams on board this year that 
successfully passed the selection round with the 
judging panel and got their fundraising initiatives 
in gear.  
 
The student groups hail from Hwa Chong 
Institution, Victoria Junior College and Dunman 
High, with Dunman being the youngest but equally 
passionate and keen to prove their mettle in 
raising funds! 
 
These teams championed our cause through 
fundraising and public awareness activities held 
during the period of 29 May to 31 August mainly 
through street sales selling unique merchandise 
and distributing DAS brochures to spread 
awareness of dyslexia. 
 
Despite the uphill challenges faced in this year’s 
campaign, the students forged ahead and 
concentrated their efforts on mostly street sales 
sessions to raise funds for DAS. This laudable 
‘never-say-die’ spirit of theirs was what stood out 
in this year’s campaign! 
 
One of the teams, Project Eido, the only all-girls 
YFC team from Hwa Chong Institution, was even 
featured in a Straits Times article on 17 May in 
which they talked about their project and their 
keenness in raising awareness for dyslexics 
through the sales of a DAS publication, My Inner 
World. This is a book containing a collection of 
short stories and paintings done by DAS students. 
The book was warmly received by the public 
during the street sales. 
 
 
Joining these YFC teams this year are other 
student groups under the Service Learning 
initiative that stepped in as third party fundraisers 
to help us further our cause. 
 
One such group was Team RunDysWay, a former 
YFC team that organised a successful charity fun 
run held at Punggol Park that was opened to the 
public and was accompanied by a lively carnival 
to entertain participants and their families. 
 

 
 
 
Another team was Project Von from Nan Chiau 
High. Led by their highly enthusiastic and 
energetic teacher, Mr Tan Jia Hao, they raised 
funds through street sales that were held in 
tandem with their in-school fundraising event 
selling Ben & Jerry’s ice-cream and a carnival 
replete with fun games and goodies for the 
attendees.  
 
Yet another team was stART Small, a junior team 
from last year’s Youth for Causes from River Valley 
High that continued tradition and held a music 
concert at Boon Lay Community Club that had 
hundreds show up to support. 
 
Do read on as these young super heroes with a 
heart share their meaningful journey with us. 
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That was the vision of Team Kaleidoscope 2016 
who aimed to work towards creating an inclusive 
society in Singapore by giving the gift of education 
to dyslexic children through our Citi-YMCA Youth 
for Causes (YFC) project with the Dyslexia 
Association of Singapore (DAS). 

We worked on two areas in our YFC project: 
Fundraising and creating a deeper insight about 
dyslexia to the public. 
 
For fundraising, we carried out two weeks of street 
sales and donation drives in June and a week of 
street sales during the National Day period. In 
addition, we also co-organised a Compassion Fair 
in Victoria Junior College to raise funds and create 
more understanding and empathy among our 
schoolmates towards dyslexics. To create a 
deeper insight into dyslexia, we inserted small 

Team Kaleidoscope  



 37 

 

 

 

informative notes about dyslexia into our 
merchandise which we sold, put up posters in 
several schools, distributed brochures to our 
schoolmates during the Compassion Fair and 
spread our message through the effective use of 
social media. 
 
Undoubtedly, our YFC journey was not a smooth-
sailing one and we faced many challenges along 
the way. As JC students with academic 
commitments and several other co-curricular 
commitments, we struggled very badly with 
managing our time.  
 
Thankfully, with a very supportive VWO, an 
extremely committed team of volunteers and kind 
teachers who helped us in every way possible by 
buying our merchandise and giving us advice, we 
managed to overcome all the obstacles and 
finished our YFC project on a high note. 
 
For that, we would like to thank DAS, Jacqueline 
and Hema for guiding us along the way, our 
teachers, Ms Jaclyn Ng and Dr Ang for teaching 
us what community service truly is about and all 
our volunteers who have put in so much time and 
effort to walk through this journey with us to make 
this project a success. 
 
We picked up valuable management skills along 
the way as we managed our time, volunteers and 
project and found meaning in community service. 

Our YFC project was something that we will 
always look back upon fondly and hopefully 
create more editions of. Our YFC journey was a 
tough one, but it was definitely worth knowing that 
we did our part for the dyslexics and helped to 
create a more inclusive society in our own little 
way. 
 
We’ve made our mark and hope you step forward 
to make your mark with DAS as well! 
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Through our project, we hope that more people 
will be made aware of the nature and incidence 
of dyslexia, and hence be more understanding of 
their plight. As a result, this will increase the 
public’s support and help that is given to them in 
the near future.  
 
As part of our fund-raising efforts, Team DASHope 
organised street sales across 5 different locations 
during the June school holidays.  
 

Our street sales were extremely successful due to 
the contributions of more than 100 volunteers 
helping us to sell our merchandise, ranging from 
soft toys and stationery to polaroid films. 
 
Our YFC journey was definitely not an easy one 
and we faced unforeseen circumstances from time 
to time. Yet, these are the learning experiences 
that we will never forget.  
 
This invaluable experience has indeed improved 
our communication, time management and event 
organisation skills. We are grateful and thankful 
for YFC and DAS for providing us with this 
enriching experience! 

Team DAS Hope 
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Project Eido was initially formed with the intention 
of starting a small scale community service 
initiative but YFC has made our journey much 
more different and more rewarding.  
 
We started our journey with ambition and 
recklessness. Along the journey, we learnt to cope 
with frustrations, be contented with what we had 
achieved and be grateful towards all those who 
helped us.  
 
During the street sales, we also learnt much from 
our volunteers with some of them deciding to 
contribute their part by selling their very own 
handmade keychains.  
 
These volunteers served as a huge source of 
motivation for the team to strive for greater 
success. Besides street sales, we also held a 
roadside show to create greater awareness and 
to improve the public's understanding of dyslexia. 
 
Although most of our audiences were attracted by 
our magic performance and song items, many 
stayed to listen to the introduction of our project 
and dyslexia which was very heart-warming.  
 
Despite the end of our YFC journey, our passion 
towards serving the society lives on and we hope 
that we will get more chance to collaborate with 
DAS in the future.  

Project Eido 
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After our numerous street sales and planning 
sessions, we have learnt about the challenges of 
recruiting, organising and managing volunteers, 
whilst still keeping in mind our original aim of 
helping the dyslexics in need.  
 
Financial management was also an important skill 
picked up as our team pushed ourselves to 
maximise the seed funding given. It was definitely 
tough trying to juggle schoolwork and other 
commitments during this period of time, but we 
eventually pulled through as a team-- stronger 
than before. 
 

We are deeply humbled for the opportunity to 
work so closely with truly inspiring figures 
including our knowledgeable mentor, Mark Yap, 
and the ever so patient Hema from DAS.  
 
From them, we have learnt not only the basics of 
fundraising and workings of a non-profit 
organisation in Singapore, but also the strength, 
mental resilience and open heart needed to serve 
others in our community.  
 
We will definitely apply these valuable life lessons 
as we continually aim to make a difference in the 
lives of more people. 
 
Our sincerest gratitude to YMCA, Citi-Bank and the 
DAS for this enriching experience. 
 
 

Project Looking 
ForW ORD 
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On 26 August this year, 30 student performers and 
the punk rock band, Blank Shot, performed at 
Boon Lay Community Centre for this cause, with 
218 students purchasing tickets to lend their 
support. 
 
stART Small was a very enlightening experience 
for all of us. It was an honour to have had this 
opportunity to help DAS in their cause and raise 
funds and awareness for dyslexic children. It was 
also very meaningful to us as it enabled us to 
serve a community that generally lacks public 
awareness. 
 
As a team, we firmly believe that we have to 
spread the message of acceptance and inclusivity 
and many of our friends who attended the concert 

felt this message resonate strongly throughout the 
concert.  We are happy to have delivered the 
message to our audience that we, as an entire 
community, need to show support for the dyslexic 
community.  
 
Seeing the smiles and excitement amongst the 
audience members that day really gave us a 
deep sense of fulfillment and we are very glad to 
have been able to entertain our supporters while 
working towards a good cause.  
 
A small step goes a long way and in stART Small, 
we embody such a spirit that shows that even as 
students, we can be the vanguards for change 
and positivity in our society. 

stART Smal l 
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Team D’Slexia was formed in 2013 as part of the 
Citi-YMCA Youth for Causes (YFC). We 
coordinated a series of fundraising events from 
street sales to busking performances, which finally 
culminated in RunDysWay 2013.  
 
The team believes in sustainable charity projects, 
realising that most fundraising events organised 
by students are dismissed as one-time efforts. In 

the following year, our project was followed up by 
Team D’Code. They organised a movie gala, 
“Take Dys Step ‘14”. In 2015, Team D’Slexia and 
Team D’Code came together in a bid to organise 
RunDysWay for a second time.  
 
RunDysWay 2016 was envisioned by the team to 
have a greater outreach both in terms of the 
participants, as well as those involved in 
facilitating the event. These two years made the 
team realise that beyond reaching out to the 
public, roping in volunteers is also a crucial step 
in spreading the spirit of altruism by helping them 
find joy in serving a worthy cause, as well as 

Team RunDysWay 
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helping them gain insights about dyslexia. Team 
D’Slexia, approached Punggol 21 Community 
Centre as a collaborative partner in organising 
our event.  
 
After months of hard work, RunDysWay 2016 was 
a success, conducted with a total of 250 runners 
both young and old on 18 June 2016. On the day 
itself, Punggol 21 Community Centre’s Community 
Service Club (CSC) also held a carnival in 
conjunction with the run. The evening run at 
Punggol Waterway was a good opportunity for 
residents and their families to bond with each 
other. Running can be a solitary activity but the 
team wanted to change that. RunDysWay also 
aims to build community spirit and engagement 
as part of the charity effort of the event itself. 
 
RunDysWay 2016 was a heartwarming one, where 
the public continues to be an open and 
supportive community for DAS. Personally, the 
team also felt comforted to be able to garner the 
support of Dunman High School, despite having 
already graduated from the school. The team 
managed to share their knowledge of dyslexia 
not only with the participants, but also with those 
working with them, who were open to learning 
more about dyslexia despite it lacking the 
attention it requires in terms of public education 
and awareness.  

 
Run Dys Way 2016 continues to be a project that 
the team believes in, one that is able to engage 
the community and inspire youths today in 
assisting those in need.  
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Team VON from class 3G, partnered with the 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) and 
planned various activities to raise funds and 
spread awareness about dyslexia that day. 
 
Our game booth called “Our Times”  had four 
mini games, namely “Balloon Pop”, “Ping Pong 
Bounce”, “Toss the Ring of Fire” and “Shoot the 
Can”. Attractive prizes were awarded to those 
who scored enough points to win.  
 

We also sold homemade cookies, Ben & Jerry’s 
ice cream that was sponsored, as well as our own 
merchandises in order to raise more funds for 
DAS. The response from the students and public 
was overwhelming, far exceeding our 
expectations.  
 
The Ben & Jerry’s ice cream was well-received 
and sold out even before the end of the event! 
 
Many people patronised our booths that day and 
thoroughly enjoyed playing the games organised.  
Throughout the preparation for the event, we have 
learnt the importance of teamwork. It is only when 
we work together that we can carry out things 
more efficiently and effectively.  
 
All in all, it was a memorable and amazing 
experience gained and we are glad that our 
efforts play a part in helping dyslexic children 
achieve. 

Project VON 
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Dr Daruwalla was the force behind DAS and his commitment to helping our dyslexics achieve didn't 
just enable us - it propelled us to greater heights.  Since 1991, when DAS was first registered, till his 
passing, Dr Daruwalla wasn't deterred from his goal to make  
learners with dyslexia equal and important members of our society.  
 

 
As of 2016 and under his leadership, more than 9,500  
children have been identified as dyslexic, around 
6,500 received intervention, at least 30,000 people  
were reached through awareness talks and up to  
10 programmes to support the varying needs of  
our students with dyslexia are now available. 
 
He marched the acceptance and embrace of dyslexia  
into thousands of households and improved the lives  
of countless children. And through that he  
marched straight into our hearts.  
 

 

 
If anything, the challenges we faced only  
spurred him forward with renewed spirit.  
We have been inspired by how much  
commitment he brought to DAS and  
we could see the fire in his eyes  
whenever we spoke about  
the importance of support for  
our children with dyslexia 
 

 
He honoured us with his passion  
and we will miss him greatly. 
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Study Skil ls for 

 
by Dr Kevin Smith 

CPD Co-ordinator PATOSS, 
Study Skills Teacher  

Westminster School, London 
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This is the third edition of the book.  I adapted the 
first edition when working with secondary students 
in Singapore, and used the second edition for 
supporting university students when working in the 
UK.  The third edition seeks to integrate technology 
and online resources with study skills to promote 
academic confidence in students enabling them to 
cope with the demands of modern studying in 
Higher Education.  

To achieve this, the book offers traditional study 
skills strategies, such as SQ3R for reading, and in 
the same chapter suggests types of Assistive 
Technology, which also aids reading.    
 
The book encourages the student to develop 
effective learning competencies associated with 
absorbing information in the form of acquiring 
information; organising that information to take 
control of the content; synthesising and 
remembering that information; and applying that 
information when being tested. 

Thus, the book covers managing study and how 
students learn, how to develop critical thinking, 
note-making and note-taking and reading 
strategies, through to answering exams questions 
and academic writing.   
 
It also includes collective learning and how to write 
a dissertation, and covers basic skills in grammar 
and maths which are essential for study in Higher 
Education. 
 
The online resources are very useful to aid a 
student to take control of their learning.  
 
Many students may be able to access both the 
book and materials to develop their study skills 
effectively by themselves; especially if they have 
received study skills support previously, or have 
already developed effective study habits, as the 
book and materials would give them new ideas for 
improving their skills.  
 
However, this book is enhanced by the effective 
instruction offered by a study skills specialist who 
understands the profile of the student they are 
supporting.   
 
In chapter three, for example, an excellent 
questionnaire can be downloaded to help a 
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student gain the most from their lectures.  Some 
students whom I have worked with would need 
help to think about how to use this resource and 
how to adapt it to their individual barriers to 
learning. 
 
The strength of the book for study skills specialists 
is the range of materials it offers, from note-making 
and note-taking, through to basic maths concepts. 
The book also offers advice on ways to use 
strategies most effectively, as demonstrated in 
chapter 4 which advises on the use of Q-notes.  
 
If the editors decided on a fourth edition, it would 
be good to hear feedback from students who have 
used the book, or their tutors, on what works for 
them and why, and how they adapted the ideas 
from the book.   
 
I think the book’s strategies and ideas, especially 
the use of technology, would apply to any student, 
and across the range of learning differences. It 
can also be adapted for Secondary students.  
 
 

STUDY SKILLS FOR STUDENTS WITH DYSLEXIA 
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DAS recognises the importance of parental 
support to our students and therefore wanted 
to provide a platform for this.  The Parents’ 
Support Group (PSG) gives parents the 
opportunities to be equipped with skills in 
order to better support their children. 
 
Jurong Point Learning Centre held its first PSG 
session in November 2015 with the discussion 
topics of Spelling, Grammar and Vocabulary. 
Through this sharing session, we aimed to 
provide specific tips and strategies for parents 
to better help their children at home. We had a 
focus group structure which facilitated two way 
interactions between the parents and us. 
Parents were able to utilise this platform to 
share the challenges that they faced helping 
their children academically and at the same 
time received feedback and tips from other 
parents. This session enabled parents to feel 
better supported and that they are not in this 
journey alone. 
 
In August 2016, we had another PSG session 
with the support of our colleague, Roslan Saad.  
The topic of discussion was on behaviour 
management of children. The objective was to 
empower parents with the skills to better 
manage and understand their children in 
different situations. This time round we had a 
bigger group of participants who were willing 
to share their experiences dealing with the 
behaviour of their children. Various challenges 
were brought up and discussed during this 
session. Two specific areas were identified, 
Child's Interest and Parents' Expectations, to 
help the parents better manage their children's 
behaviour. We were very thankful for Roslan's 
valuable input based on his many years of 
experience. 
 
The latest activity that we had organised during 
the September holiday was a library workshop 
- Choosing Storybooks for Children @ DAS 
Jurong Point with the support of our colleague, 
Yi Yao Weng.   
 
 

V ital to  Learning, 

 
By Joanne Tan and Safinah Hassan 

Educational Therapists 
Jurong Point Learning Centre 
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The objective behind this workshop is to promote 
parent and child bonding. At the same time we 
aimed to educate parents with the skills to be able 
to select appropriate books based on their child's 
interest and reading level. This activity would also 
allow the parents to work with their child to look for 
specific information at the library. We thought this 
workshop was successful as we managed to tailor 
the activities to suit the participants which includes 
looking for audio-books and using the map to 
navigate the library. The participants enjoyed 
themselves. 
 
For all the different workshops and activities, we 
have received positive feedback and we hope to 
continue providing this support to our parents in 
future. We are also looking into expanding the 
scope of such support. 

Pictured below with a family from Jurong Point,  
from left to right, is Safinah Hassan, Roslan Saad  

and Joanne Tan 
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Specialist Tutoring 

 
by Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen 
Head of DAS International 
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What is the Specialist Tutoring approach? 
 
The aim of Specialist Tutoring is to effectively 
support the development of each child.  Each child 
is seen as an active, competent learner, especially 
children who have Specific Learning Differences 
(SpLD), wanting and in need of a value-added 
programme/specialist support through 
experienced and qualified Specialist Teachers. 

Specialist Tutoring 
 
We teach students from 4 to 18 years old and the 
instruction is in English in the following areas: 
 
Preschool to Post-Secondary 

 Literacy 
 Comprehension 
 Oracy 
 Writing Skills 
 Study Skills 

 
Preschool to 12 years old 

 Mathematics 
 English Exam Skills 

 
Individual needs will determine how many 
sessions of specialist tutoring is required.  For 
example, if preparing for exams multiple sessions 
may be needed.  If students are experiencing 
significant gaps in their learning, then more 
classes per week would be recommended.  
Tutoring can also be arranged to take place in 
your child’s school where available. 

Specialist Tutoring is an Individualised 
Programme offering: 
 

 Individual Education Plans 
 Progress Reports 
 Multi-sensory and emotionally sound 

lessons adapted to the learning styles of 
the student. 

 Specialist tutors aim to work closely with 
schools and parents, and the schools and 
parents will know that there is support for 
their child from the initial full 
comprehensive psychological assessment, 
to Specialist Tutoring.  

 The assigned tutor will focus on what is 
necessary for the child. This could be 
focussing on current concerns within their 
curriculum, exam preparation and 
strategy, study skills or basic literacy, 
numeracy, oracy and writing skills. 

 All sessions will take a problem solving 
approach to ensure that the child 
succeeds 

 
Our Specialist Tutors/Educational Therapists 
 

 Our Specialist tutors are experienced and 
knowledgeable in their area of expertise 
and teaching.  

 The current DAS tutors have the Senior 
Educational Specialist status with a 
minimum of a first degree.  

 They would also have a professional 
qualification in Specific Learning 
Differences or a teaching qualification, 
some our tutors have also achieved the 
academic status at the Masters level. 

 
Our Specialist tutors cater to the learning needs of 
both International and Singaporean students with 
specific learning differences, who attend either 
International or Ministry of Education (MOE) 
schools in Singapore.  Our tutors are well versed in 
the curriculum of both International and MOE 
schools.  
 
To learn more about Specialist Tutoring, please 
visit our website at www.dasint.org.sg. 
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 HURRY, SPACES  

ARE  

LIMITED!  
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By Trevor Png, 8 Yrs, Submitted by Mathana Subhas  

Educational Therapist, Jurong Point Learning Centre 



 82 

 

 
 
Introduction 
 
In the past, life was simple – students just needed to focus on their studies and enjoyed a carefree life.  But 
in our modern era, the phenomenon of students taking up part-time jobs has become a common sight. 
Do you see a multitude of students working at fast-food restaurants and shopping malls? In Singapore, you 
are very likely to bump into teenagers serving you. The question of students taking up part-time jobs has 
always been a bone of contention among parents and educators. This essay aims to explore the pros and 
cons of students taking up part-time jobs. 
 
(Zarifah, Sec 3 & Kimberley Jeremiah, Sec 2) 
 
Body 1 
 
To begin with, students taking up part-time jobs will help to shave off the financial burden of their parents. 
The financial status of the low-income families will improve as the money earned from working part time 
helps to supplement their parents’ incomes. Furthermore, the working teenagers would acquire one of the 
most important traits in life – the value of being responsible to their family. Moreover, they could also 
realise the pain and toil of working. As a result, they value the importance of money and will spend wisely. 
My classmate Jake came from a family with poor financial background. His life changed remarkably after 
working as a part-time waiter in a restaurant. He is now able to pay for his daily allowance and his parents’ 
financial load is largely reduced. 
 
(Darius Lin, Sec 3) 
 
Body 2 
 
In addition, youths taking up part-time jobs may gain work experience. From their working exposure, 
students learn skills that would help them in their future jobs. On top of that, they learn time 
management and being responsible. Working as a team and submitting to authority are two vital skills 
that working youths can acquire while working part time. One excellent example of students gaining work 
experience is giving tuition. Most likely, the tutoring experience would help them become effective 
teachers in the future. Besides, student tutors can revise or reinforce their own learning from tutoring. 
 
(Lee Jia Ying, Sec 2) 
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Body 3 
 
On the flip side, working teenagers may experience a huge drop in their grades in the long run. After 
spending an average of 7 to 8 hours in school, the working teenagers have to rush to work. At the work 
place, they spend about 4 hours. Hence, they are too tired to do their homework and revision. Needless to 
say, studies are neglected. On top of that, they also have to cope with the demands of co-curricular 
activities. I, myself, was the true-blue example of a victim of circumstance. After a short stint as a sales 
promoter, my grades fell drastically. Left with no choice, I had to quit my part-time job in order to give 
my full attention to my academic demands. 
 
(Group work) 
 
Body 4 
 
Furthermore, the bond with their family would eventually weaken because working teenagers have to 
juggle their social life, school commitments and working duties, leaving them no time for family bonding. 
Since working teenagers have no time for family, it is very likely they also have no time to interact with 
friends and classmates. It is essential for teenagers to forge friendship in order to have healthy and happy 
adolescence. Currently, it seems that family is not as tightly knit as the past generations. This could be due 
to numerous students taking up part-time jobs, resulting in the fabric of family being disintegrated.  
 
(Zarifah, Sec 3 & Jeffri Piperdy, Sec 4) 
 
Conclusion 
 
In a nutshell, it is not advisable for students without financial constraints to take up part-time jobs. There 
is a popular saying: “School life is the golden period of a child’s life.”  This clearly illustrates the importance 
of a school life. Therefore, teenagers should be nurturing friendship, enhancing family bonding and 
concentrating on their studies for a promising future.  
 
(Joshwa Sim, Sec 3 & Elton Yeo, Sec 4) 
 
 
Submitted By: 
Shenmee Lau 
Senior Educational Therapist 
Bedok Learning Centre 
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A BAD DAY 
 
 

By: Muhd Irfan Bin Mohd Yusof (Sec 3) 
Bedok Learning Centre 

 
 

Last Friday, it was the unluckiest day I had ever experience before. The day started with 
cold winds blowing which were as freezing as in Antarctica. I was still in my bed, not 
wanting to get up. My dad then woke me up but I woke up with a big bang on my head 
as I accidentally hit my head on the metal railing of my double decker bed. It then gave 
me a red bump on my forehead. 
 
Upon reaching school, the first period was one of the most boring subjects that made 
everyone in the class slack and sleep. It was Maths but that was not the bad part. The 
bad part was when the teacher gave us a pile of homework which was very hard and 
impossible to do. Soon, it was recess time but I turned out to be Maths time as the 
teacher decided to use up the long period of recess time to go through the Maths exam 
papers. 
 
After school, I had to go for my CCA, which is NCC, so I had to wear my NCC uniform 
before the start of the parade. During my CCA that day, I had to change to my PE attire 
but it turned out that I left my PE attire in the classroom which had been locked inside. 
So I had to hide somewhere that nobody could see because if they do, I will be in hot 
soup. I had to search thoroughly to find a spot to hide but ended up; it was my Master 
Sergeant who caught me. So I had to face the consequences by doing sixteen push ups. 
 
Upon reaching home, I saw my room was in a mess due to my naughty little brother 
who loves to mess up people’s rooms. I had to then clear up the room with resentment 
in my heart. 
 
When I went to bed, I realized that all these unlucky events reminded me of the good 
days I took for granted and the horrible days during the World War Two which many 
suffered from. So, I have to just be myself and let my fate be written throughout my life 
because nobody in the world is perfect to have a lucky and peaceful life. 
 
 
 
Submitted by  Nur Alia Bte Salim 
Educational Therapist, Bedok Learning Centre 
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My Ambition by Cadenn Liau, P6 

Submitted by Karen Wong Tsing Tsing, 

Bedok Learning Centre  

My Ambition and Drawing by Law Wei Feng, P6  

Submitted by Karen Wong Tsing Tsing, Bedok Learning Centre  
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Kee Han Tat, Sec 3, 15 years old and Ashwin Deepan Chakravarthy s/o Sivakumar Sec 3, 16 years old  

Submitted by Sumathi Krishna Kumar, Educational Therapist, Jurong Point Learning Centre  
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Rifhan Muzhafar, P6 Submitted by Karen Wong Tsing Tsing, Senior 

Educational Therapist, Bedok Learning Centre  

Protect all Animals 
 

By Tessa Tan, P5, Nan Hua Primary, Jurong Point Learning Centre 
Tessa’s letter was printed in the Letter Section of “What’s Up”  

 
After reading the article about Mosha, the crippled 
elephant (August 2016), I felt very sad for the poor 
elephant.  Mosha was only a few months old when she 
stepped on one of the landmines.  It must have been a 
very terrible experience for her. 
 
I feel that Thailand and Myanmar should take full 
responsibility to remove the landmines after the war.  
Because they did not do their part, they have caused 
harm to innocent animals and humans living in that area.  
But, fortunately for Mosha, Therdchai Jivacate, and 
orthopaedic surgeon, and his team made a prosthetic leg 
for her shortly.  I really admire this group of people.  It 
took a lot of effort to make a prosthetic leg that fitted 
perfectly, so that Mosha could walk properly. 
 
Whenever I read articles about animals getting hurt due 
to human irresponsible acts, I am very disappointed at 
how uncaring people can be.  I hope that the human race 
will be more considerate and responsible.  Our own 
carelessness and irresponsible acts can hurt and even kill 
the animals we love.  I really hope to read more articles in 
“What's up” about people taking actions to help and 
protect the animals. 

Photo of Mosha:  retrieved from  
http://theawesomedaily.com/mosha-is-the-first

-elephant-to-have-a-prosthetic-leg/ 
 
 

Submitted by: Pratyusha Sridhar,  Educational 
Therapist Jurong Point Learning Centre 
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Incident at the Park 
 

(A snapshot of writings by students of Catherine Yap, Educational Therapist, Jurong Point Learning Centre) 
 

It was a hot and humid day. I had dashed to the park after a heated argument with my brother. There, I saw a 
jogger who looked like he was “drunk”. Suddenly, he collapsed. I was so shocked that I forgot about the 
argument. I quickly whipped out my phone and called for the ambulance. While waiting for the ambulance, 
some passers-by helped me carry the jogger to a shaded bench nearby. A few minutes later, the ambulance 
arrived. A paramedic asked me for the details of what happened. I told him what I knew. The ambulance soon 
sped off to the hospital. I felt relieved that I was able to help the jogger.  
 

Ng Koi Yen (S2NA) 
 
One hot day, I had an argument with my little brother over his toy which was lost. I dashed out of the house 
as he was so annoying. I was at the park and it was very hot. I was thirsty so I walked to the store to buy a 
bottle of water. On my way back, a man suddenly collapsed right in front of me.  I quickly splashed water on 
his face. The water was so cold, the man woke up. I was glad that I was able to help the jogger that I forgot 
about the argument with my brother.  
 

Dason Lim (S2NT) 
 
It was a hot day and I was resting at home.  Suddenly, my brother came into my room and started an 
argument. I was so annoyed with him that I left the house and ran to the park. On my way, I saw a jogger who 
collapsed. When I went to the jogger, he was lying on the ground and foaming at the mouth. I quickly called 
for the ambulance. I waited for the ambulance to come and send the jogger to hospital. I was pleased I was 
able to help the jogger and completely forgot about my argument with my brother.  
 

Nur Sakinah (S2NA) 
 
“Why are you so stupid and blur?” my brother shouted at me.  
“It’s not my fault I’m like this!” I shouted back. 
After that I left the house. It was a hot and sizzling day and I decided to go the park. As I was relaxing, I saw a 
jogger who suddenly passed out. I was momentarily stumped. When I recovered, I quickly sprang into action. 
I fished out my phone from my pocket and called for the ambulance. Minutes later, the ambulance arrived. 
The paramedic examined the jogger and found he had passed out from heat stroke.  
The paramedic said, “Thank you for calling us and staying with him.”   
I replied, “You’re welcomed.” “Have a nice day.” 
After the ambulance left, I went home. I will remember this incident for a long time.  

 
Ruth Seiko Mita Chua (S3NA) 

 
One hot and humid morning, I woke up and saw my whole family sitting down and having a heated argument 
about my poor exam results. I was upset and dashed out of the house to go to the park.  There, I saw a 
jogger. Suddenly, he collapsed. I took out my hand phone and called for the ambulance. When I got home, 
my family was happy to know that I had helped the jogger.  
 

Brandon Chua (S1NA)  
 
It was a scorching hot day. Everyone was hungry but no one wanted to go out and buy food. I had no choice 
but to go. As I was crossing the neighbourhood park, I saw a jogger. He fainted right in front of me. I was 
upset to be held up. Anyway, I took out my phone and called for the ambulance. Minutes later, the 
ambulance arrived. The paramedics carried him into the ambulance and drove off. My parents were pleased 
when I told them what I had done. A few days later, we visited the jogger. He gave us a treat and we became 
friends.  
 

Seah Hao Guang (P6) 
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Kendrick Teo, P4, 10 Years old, Submitted by Yi Yao, Jurong Point Learning Centre  
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Continuing his 
Legacy 

Jacqueline Song, Head of Fundraising 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

1 Jurong West Central 2 
#05-01, Jurong Point 

Singapore  648886 

DONATIONS TO THE JIMMY DARUWALLA FUND 
Cheques to be made payable to "Dyslexia Association of Singapore" 

 
Please indicate at the back of the cheque "For Jimmy Daruwalla Fund".    

The proceeds will go toward a fund in memory of our founding President.   
The funds will be used to support individuals with dyslexia. 




