
Youth for Causes 2017  
 



Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
 
1 Jurong West Central 2 
#05-01, Jurong Point T: 6444 5700 
Singapore  648886 F: 6444 7900 
 
www.das.org.sg      info@das.org.sg 
 
DAS Patron: Mrs Goh Chok Tong 
 
DAS Executive Committee  2017—2018 
 
President: Mr Eric Lee 
Vice-President: Mr Rajaram 
Honorary Treasurer: Mr Kaka Singh 
Honorary Asst. Treasurer: Mr Vincent Chen 
Honorary Secretary: Mr Kevin Kwek 
Honorary Asst. Secretary: Mr Paul Lim 
 
Executive Committee Members: 
 Ms Connie Yang Kong-Nee 
 Mr K Kesavapany 
 Mrs Cynthia Tan 
 Dr Zubin J Daruwalla 
 
Editor: Deborah Hewes 
Proofreading: Cheryl Cheong 
 Kristy Wong 
Design and Layout: Deborah Hewes 
Cover Photo: Nan Chiau High School 
Published by: Dyslexia Association of 
 Singapore 
 
Contributors:  

 

DAS Learning Centres 

Ang Mo Kio 
AMK 

Anderson Primary School 
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Chinatown Point, #04-01 
T:  6538 1658  

Chua Chu Kang 
CCK 

Blk 17, Teck Whye Lane  
#01-167   T:  6464 8609 

Jurong Point 
JPT 

Jurong Point, #05-01 
T:  6594 0331/2 

Parkway Parade 
PWP 

Parkway Parade, #22-01/02 
T:  6440 0716 

Queenstown 
QTN 

Queenstown Primary School 
T:  6475 9535 

Rex House 
REX 

73 Bukit Timah Road, #05-01 
Rex House  T:  6643 9600/1  

Sengkang 
SKG 

Blk 257C Compassvale Rd,  
#01-545  T:  6881 2072 

Serangoon 
SRN 

Blk 411 Serangoon Central 
T: 6444 5700 (Opening 2018)  

Tampines 
TPN 

Blk 162,163, Tampines St 12, 
#01-257  T:  6786 0838 

Woodlands 
WDL 

Blk 165, Woodlands St 13,  
#01-567  T:  6269 0730 

Yishun 
YSH 

Blk 932 Yishun Central 1  
#01-101  T:  6451 5582  

DAS Academy 
 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House  T:  6336 2555  
www.dasacademy.edu.sg 

DAS International 
Services 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House  T:  6643 9600/1  
www.dasint.org.sg 

DAS SpLD 
Assessment 

Services 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House  T:  6643 9600/1  

Hannah Alkaff,  Ang Seow Li, Camillia Churemi, 
Sylvia Foo, Deborah Hewes, Shenmee Lau, Deon 
Poh, Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen, Gerard Ong, 
Geetha Shantha Ram Jacqueline Song, Kavitha 
Tiruchelvam, Karen Wong Tshing Tsing. 
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Welcome 
This month we celebrated World Dyslexia 
Awareness Week which presented many 
opportunities to raise awareness about 
dyslexia and learning differences.  At 

DAS we were busy decorating our 
learning centres with our students and  

parents! We have posted the many 
photos and videos of events and those 
trying our Tongue Twister Challenge on 

Facebook. 
 

DAS also announced this week that we 
are extending our Assessment services to 
cover other learning differences than just 
dyslexia, this is in response to the wide 
learning needs of students that come 

through our doors. 
 

I always enjoy creating FACETS and I 
hope you find the information we bring to 
you enlightening. Please share this with 
someone you think will benefit from it 

when you are finished! 
 

Best wishes 
 

 

Deborah Hewes 



 2   www.das.org.sg  |  FACETS  |  VOL 3  |  2017 

 

 Now 
available 

as an 
ebook 
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Many dyslexics are talented and creative 

and they can be “big picture” thinkers. 
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Embracing Diversity #ilearndifferently 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 

World Dyslexia Awareness Week saw many come 
together to celebrate and raise awareness about 
learning differently.  International partners joined 
us in the weeks celebrations.  
 
 British Dyslexia Association, UK 
 Dyslexia Association of Indonesia 
 Dyslexia Association of Sarawak 
 International Dyslexia Association, USA 
 Madras Dyslexia Association, India and 
 SPELD Victoria, Australia 
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Throughout the week, DAS will invited local and 
overseas individuals and organisations to 
participate in a fun and easy Tongue Twister 
Challenge.  Participants were encouraged to 
attempt the tongue twisters as a way of showing 

their support for people with dyslexia as well as 
help promote awareness for learning differences. 
 
Did you have a go at the Tongue Twisters? 
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Each DAS Learning Centre was given $100 to dress 
their centre up according to the theme: Embracing 
Diversity. 
 
The dress-up involved students, staff and parents 
and we saw a flurry of activity in our centres as 
they dressed up to celebrate WDAW! 
 
All 13 Learning Centres worked away to 
decorate their centres.  In the end there was only 
one winner and this award went to Tampines 
Learning Centre with a close runner up being 
Chinatown Point Learning Centre. 
 
DAS CEO, Lee Siang, commented in his BLOG, 
“the response of DAS colleagues was incredible 

to see, reflecting the passion and commitment to 
our cause for dyslexia.  The centre dislplays were 
wonderful and unique.  It was a wonderful 
testament to the spirit of DAS Staff!” 
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By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 

The range of assessments will enable a thorough 
investigation into the various needs of an 
individual learner, help identify the comorbid 
learning needs in students and allow educators to 
maximise the development of each student 
through an awareness of these needs and how 

they impact each other. 
  
In Singapore, it is estimated that about 23,000 
preschool, primary and secondary students have 
dyslexia severe enough to warrant intervention. 
Over the last few years, DAS recognises that a 
significant number of students have dyslexia and 
co-occurring difficulties and a review of comorbid 
rates suggest that about half of all learners with 
dyslexia have co-occurring learning difficulties. 
These learning difficulties include dyspraxia, 
attention deficit disorder (ADD), attention deficit 
hyperactive disorder (ADHD), obsessive 
compulsive disorder (OCD) and Tourette’s 
syndrome. 

Above: Geetha Shantha Ram, Director of SpLD Assessments, MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme and Staff Proffessional 

Development with some of the DAS Specialist Psychologists, (L to R) Natalia Lew, Tan Shi Jia and Winston Quek 
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World Dyslexia Awareness week was packed with 
activities surrounding the main theme, “Embracing 
Diversity: Dyslexia and other SpLDs!”, which DAS 
hoped to correct common misconceptions about 
dyslexia and SpLDs, while providing solutions and 
guidance to the public on ways to manage and 
overcome these challenges.  

“Over the years, DAS has been tirelessly raising 
awareness for dyslexia and other learning 
differences by conducting talks in schools and 
professional organisations, holding annual 
conferences and publishing research. The 
emphasis on SpLD’s came about because we 
noticed an increasing number of students coming 
through our doors with comorbid issues.  The 
need for us to first and foremost identify and help 
these students became important and this 
prompted us to expand our assessment services 
to go beyond diagnosing just for dyslexia. By 
joining hands with other local and international 
dyslexia organisations, we hope that together as 
one voice, we can advocate for greater 
awareness and support for people with different, 
coexisting learning needs. In time to come, we 
hope more dyslexia organisations from around 
the world will also come on board to collaborate 
with us to create a greater impact for World 
Dyslexia Awareness Week,” said Lee Siang, Chief 
Executive Officer, DAS. 
  

BENEFITS OF A PSYCHO-EDUCATIONAL 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Early identification and intervention of learning 
differences or developmental challenges is vital 
for an individual’s well-being and educational 
progress. A psycho-educational assessment in 
the area of Specific Learning Differences, 
provides useful information about an 
individual’s learning profile or behavioural 
challenges and helps to identify the presence 
of a learning or developmental difficulty. 
Specifically, it helps to illuminate an individual’s 
strengths and weaknesses in terms of cognitive 
abilities (e.g., verbal and non-verbal abilities, 
processing speed, and memory) and academic 
skills (e.g., reading, writing, and mathematics 
abilities). Behavioural or  
socio-emotional issues, which are interfering 
with learning or development, can also be 
identified.  

 
DAS can assess for: 
 

 Dyslexia  
 Dyscalculia  
 Giftedness  
 Visual processing  
 School Readiness  
 Dysgraphia/Dyspraxia 
 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)  
 Intellectual Disability (ID)  
 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

(ADHD) 
 

www.das.org.sg/services/assessments 
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All three videos are available on our YouTube 
channel as well as our Facebook page.   
 
They are titled: 
 

1. What is Dyslexia? 
2. Are Assessments Important? 
3. Six Key Principles behind Successful 

Intervention 

Geetha Shantha Ram is the Director of SpLD 
Assessments, MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme 
and Staff Professional Development and Ashraf 
Samsudin is the Director of Specialist Educational 
Services at DAS.   
 
To find out more about Geetha and Ashraf their 
bio’s are published on the DAS website under the 
“Staff Directory”.   
 
www.das.org.sg/about-das/staff-directory.html 

 

“Gee—Raf” Presents… 

 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 
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DAS is undertaking a fundraising opportunity to 
raise much needed funds for low income families 
needing access to bursaries for the services 
provided by DAS.  A preview video of the book is 
available on our Facebook page. 

We have asked the author Dr William Wan to 
personally autograph a limited number of 
hardback copies of the book to be sold at $200 
each.  If you would like one of these books they 
can be purchased from the DAS SHOP on our new 
website at this link: 
 

www.das.org.sg/shop/das-publications/clearly-
different-dyscovering-the-differences-hardcover-

detail.html 

Raising Funds for Bursaries 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 
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There are many opportunities during the year were we would like to ask for your help.  We plan to do a 
number of videos to promote our services and specifically to raise awareness about leaning differences. 
 
We are also approached by the media on many occasions and need families to be spokespersons for 
DAS.  Your experiences in working with us and your child’s progress at DAS is of interest to us as well as 
the public.  Your sharing helps to raise awareness of learning differences and helps to reduce negative 
stigma held by the public. 
 
If you are interested in helping us with these projects then please contact: 
 

Deborah Hewes 
 

Deborah.hewes@das.org.sg 

 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 
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V isit us on the Web! 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 
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We encourage you to have a look at our new site 
it is the best way for us to spread awareness 
about dyslexia and other learning differences. 
 
If you think we should be telling you more, or 
would like to let us know what you think of the 
new website please email:  info@das.org.sg
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Republic Polytechnic Students 

Led by DAS Alumni, Hannah Alkaff 

 
by Hannah Alkaff  

DAS Student Alumni and Republic Polytechnic Student  

We are a team of students from Republic 
Polytechnic, pursuing a Diploma in Integrated 
Events Management. The team consists of Hannah 
Alkaff, Law Chian Thye, Ong Wen Xiang, and 
Muhammad Haikal bin Ahmad Samar. 
 
The topic that we chose for this challenge was 
under the Social and Community Sector. We knew 
that this sector covered a wide range of topics, but 
we settled down with a focus on Learning 
Differences.  To bring awareness regarding 
Learning Differences, to make adjustments to the 
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current system, and most importantly, to accept 
those that majority may deem as different. 
 
In all honesty, we had no idea what such a 
conference included, as none of us had ever 
attended such a conference before. However, 
along the way, we managed to get the various 
inputs of experienced organisations such as SPD, 
DAS, our industry mentor, and even our facilitators. 
With everyone’s guiding hand, we managed to 
clinch the position of 1st runner up, and won a fully 
sponsored trip to Nashville, Tennessee, and to 
attend the PCMA Convening Leaders 2018 
conference. 
 
The whole journey was definitely worthwhile. We 
managed to discover and learn things that we 
otherwise would not have. We even managed to 
attend a DAS Conference, which really helped us 
on how we should structure our project. We would 
like to thank DAS CEO, Mr Lee Siang, and Deborah 
Hewes, the Conference Manager for allowing us to 
attend free of charge, this gave us valuable 
insights to what a real conference should look like.   
 
The days leading up to the finals were long and 
hard, and we could not have achieved what we 
had without the help and support of our peers, 
facilitators, and those that gave us a helping hand. 
 

We would like to give our thanks to all of those 
that have supported us, and we hope that 
everyone will continue to give a helping hand to 
students in such an initiative. 
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The third exhibition was held at Woodlands Library 
for the month of August.  Along with a poster 
exhibition, DAS was given space to display its 
publications and dyslexia information.   
 
The exhibition was well received and we look 
forward to setting up the exhibition again at 
Bishan Library in November. 

Dyslexia Awareness Exhibition at  

 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 
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WILL TAX HIT THE SWEET SPOT? 
28 AUGUST 2017 
 

 
 
 
A SUGAR tax, if implemented, should be just one 
of the policies to tackle diabetes and improve 
health in general. In addition to fiscal policies by 
government, the fight against diabetes requires a 
whole nation approach involving the participation 
and support of individuals and organisations.  
 
At the Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS), 
we believe the first step to good health is 
awareness and that employers can play a role in 
staff’s well-being. As such, we have organised a 
free health screening for staff and yoga sessions 
to encourage them to keep active. To keep the 
momentum going, we will be holding outdoor 
sports activities at our annual staff event this year.  
 

Mr Lee Siang, CEO 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

 
 
 

SCALING GREATER HEIGHTS 
4 SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

 
 
 
PASSION is a strong trait valued by the Dyslexia 
Association of Singapore. Without passion, it will 
be difficult for our staff to help people with 
dyslexia, as it is not an easy journey. We also 
draw inspiration from the dyslexic community - 
many of them driven by passion to achieve 
success despite their learning difference. Besides 
passion, we see determination as another key 
factor in tackling challenges. According to a 
research by Julie Logan of the John Cass Business 
School, a good percentage of entrepreneurs in 
the UK and the US are dyslexic. The repeated 
failure they experienced from young could have 
given them the grit required in the entrepreneurial 
route.  
 

Mr Lee Siang, CEO 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

 
 

DAS in the News 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 
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DAS believes that no child should be left 
behind because he or she cannot afford the 

cost of DAS services. 
 

Besides the main literacy programme, DAS 
also offers support in Mathematics, Chinese, 
English Exam Skills and Speech and Drama 
Arts. Increasingly, DAS will provide support 

for dyslexics who also suffer from other 
specific learning differences such as 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD), dyspraxia, dyscalculia and  

non-verbal learning differences. 
 

 
Donations received will go towards our 

increasing operational expenses. 
 

The 2.5 times tax deduction for qualifying 
donations will be extended for another three 

years from 1 Jan 2016 to 31 Dec 2018. 
 

Cheque donations may be made out to 
"Dyslexia Association of Singapore"  

and posted to: 
 

Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
1 Jurong West Central 2 

#05-01 Jurong Point 
Singapore 648886 

  
Kindly include your full name and NRIC/FIN 

to facilitate with tax exemption. 
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Amelia Chua 
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Here is a list of her awards that 
Amelia won  at the Nationals: 
 
Junior E Girls 777m - Gold 
Junior E Girls 500m - Gold 
Junior E Girls 333m - Gold 
Junior Championship Girls U12 - 
Silver 
 
She has also set new national 
records for Junior E Girls 500m and 
333m. 

Speed Skater—Amelia Chua 

 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 
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Hannah Alkaff 

 

“If I can do it 

You can too!” 
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Rewind to 2004, my mum has realised I was 
reading Tamil words as English words. That was 
when she knew something was wrong. Of course, 
there were other signs too. So, she took me for an 
assessment and I was diagnosed with Dyslexia at 
an early age of 6.  
 
At that time, I was DAS’ youngest student. I was at 
the centre for 5 enjoyable years. I enjoyed every 
second of it. I still remember having to do read the 
stack of cards and they’d get thicker as the years 
went by, I remember doing spelling and reading 
and many other fun activities. Learning was fun at 
DAS. A lot more fun than normal school. I’d always 
look forward to class twice a week.  
 
In 2009, I graduated from DAS as valedictorian. It 
was a proud moment for me and my family as I 
had come a long way since I started off at DAS. 
After graduating, I felt a little empty. I looked 
forward to classes there but I didn’t have anymore.  
 
One of my few achievements in primary school 
would be my prelims in P6, I was the only student 
in my cohort that got full marks for our Oral 
Examination. I was never top for anything but that 
little thing made me feel extremely proud of myself 
for accomplishing something I never thought I 
could.  
 
Lessons at DAS was fun but I still struggled in 
primary and secondary school. I just couldn’t find 
a style of studying that suited me. Everything was 
so fast paced and pressurising that I just gave up. 
I couldn’t keep up with my peers or my teachers. I 
had people who supported me and helped me 
get through it but I also had people who didn’t 
really bother. It’s sad to say but it is the truth.  
 
I went to school for the sake of going. I was a 
Normal Academic student. So, I sat for my N levels 
and then O’s. I was lucky to have passed my O 
levels considering I only passed 5 subjects. I met 
the minimum requirement to get into a polytechnic. 

I couldn’t get into the school of my choice but to 
me, the school didn’t matter as much as my 
passion. If you’re passionate about something, it 
doesn’t matter where you go because you will 
make it work somehow.  
 
I made the cut off point for Republic Polytechnic's 
(RP) Diploma in Integrated Events Management. I 
wanted to study Events Management because that 
was what I wanted to do and I wasn’t going to do 
anything else. I told myself that this would be a 
new beginning, that I was going to work hard and 
prove to myself (not to anyone else) that I can 
achieve good things. And so, I did. At the end of 
my first semester of Year 1, I had a GPA of 3.4. 
something I would’ve never dreamt of before 
entering this school. I worked extremely hard to 
get the grades I have gotten. I know that I take a 
longer time to process things and understand 
things so I put in that extra effort. My friends may 
not need to put in as much effort to achieve the 
same grades as I do but that’s fine because we 
are all different and we learn differently. The day I 
found my style of learning, was the day I knew that 
I could do it. 
 
RP has given my countless opportunities. I was 
given the opportunity to be the face of not only my 
diploma but also my school. Again, something I 
never thought would happen coming into RP. I 
received a scholarship which covers my school 
fees for my second academic year. I was also 
given a leadership role which I gave up after a 
few months because it was affecting my grades 
and I just couldn’t cope. It was a difficult decision 
for me because I felt that it was selfish of me to do 
that but then I thought to myself, what is my 
purpose for coming to school? If I can’t get decent 
grades in school then why take on other 
responsibilities.  
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So, I wrote in to my advisors and told them that I 
had to step down from my position. Thankfully, 
they were extremely understanding. Around this 
time as well, I was offered to be a part of the 
MICE Challenge. A competition that I had no clue 
about when I first joined but we did it anyway. My 
team and I went in to this competition 
representing our school. We wanted to do our 
lecturers proud and so we tried our best. What 
made it special for me was the topic we chose – 
“Learning Differences”. Something I have myself. It 
was a topic very close to my heart and I was glad 
that I could bring it out, speak more about it and 
share my knowledge.  
 
We made it through the preliminary round and 
into the top 6. The top 6 teams had to do a 
presentation. For our team, we decided to just 
send one person up – I was the chosen one. I was 
the chosen one because it was like me 
representing people with ‘learning differences’ - 
“my people”. It was like a real-life example. It was 
a chance for me to show the people that we are 
capable. 
 
We were the last team to present. Of course, I 
was freaking out, I was extremely nervous. Our 
turn finally came. I went up on stage alone with a 
spot light on me and many eyes looking at me. I 
started my presentation with a little interactive bit 
where we had the words jumbled up and gave 
the audience about 5 to 7 seconds to read it. I 
managed to get the crowd going and a little 
more excited. My voice was shaky and I was 
breathing heavily throughout. Then it came to an 
end. Well, sort of. After I concluded the 
presentation, I walked to the end of the runway 
and paused for a few seconds. I ended of the 
presentation with something very personal...  
 

 

Half way through that, my voice started to crack 
and I burst into tears. I took a short pause and 
carried on. The audience applauded me when I 
started crying. Very embarrassing but I was 
touched. It is safe to say that I may have made 
some people cry as well. After an emotional 
presentation, we had to wait what felt like a very 
long time before the results came out – it was only 
about 30 minutes but it definitely felt longer. They 
announced the 4th, 5th and 6th position first.  
 
They didn’t call us which meant we were already 
in the top 3! I turned to my lecturers and my dad, 
who had surprised me by attending the 
presentation, and I had the biggest smile on my 
face. No matter what position we came in, it 
wouldn’t matter because that was already our 
biggest achievement yet. Then we went up on 
stage and they announced the 2nd runner ups 
and it wasn’t us again which meant we were 
already top 2. Then finally they announced the 
winners and it wasn’t us but we were extremely 
happy. I was in shock. I never saw this coming but 
I’m thankful for the entire journey and the 
opportunity to share with people about learning 
differences. We’re headed to Nashville next year 
to attend a conference and share with others over 
there our concept. We are excited to not only 
represent our school but also our country.  
 

Singapore MICE Challenge—Singapore Republic 
Polytechnic Team.  Hannah with her team mates, Law 

Chian Thye, Ong Wen Xiang, and Muhammad Haikal bin 
Ahmad Samar. 
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In the last 6 months, I have made many sacrifices. 
While others are out having fun, or going home to 
relax, I’m working hard. It was hard to watch 
sometimes. I even questioned myself if it was 
worth the effort.  There were times where I’d just 
want to give up but I’m happy I didn’t because 
now I get to reap the rewards. There will be times 
where it will get tough but if everything was easy, 
there’d be no fun or joy in that. When you work 
hard and reap the rewards, you’ll feel 
accomplished and motivated. It’ll make you want 
to strive for bigger and better things.  
 

For me personally, I have always had a strong 
support system. From family, to friends to 
teachers. I am lucky to have the people around 
me, understand me.  
 

Thank you for everything.  
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After talking to two Educational Therapists (EdTs) 

from Woodlands Learning Centre -   Ms Kavitha 
and Ms Camillia, they learned that other than the 
MOE-aided DAS Literacy programme (MAP), DAS 
also offers other programmes that provide 
students with dyslexia, specialised support that 
caters to their unique learning needs, one of which 
was the English Exams Skills Programme (EESP).   
 
EESP provides support for students attending 
mainstream schools from Primary 3 to Primary 6 by 
equipping them with the knowledge, skills, 

Our son scored an ‘A’  
for English!”

By Kavitha Tiruchelvam and Camillia Churemi 
Senior Educational Therapists and English Exam Skills Dual Specialists  

Woodlands Learning Centre 
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strategies and attitudes to cope with the demands 
of the English Language syllabus and examination 
needs in school.   
 
Considering the strong emphasis on doing well in 
school and national examinations such as the 
PSLE, it aims to build up basic language skills 
through English Exam components that students 
with dyslexia commonly struggle in such as: 

 Grammar,  
 Comprehension,  
 Synthesis & Transformation and  
 Editing.   

Upon the encouragement of Ms Kavitha and Ms 
Camillia, they enrolled their children in the English 
Exam Skills programme.  Since then, it has been a 
rewarding journey for them, their children and 
their Educational Therapists. 
 
 
 

JERVIS (STUDENT OF MS CAMILLIA) 
‘I joined EESP in late March 2016.  My English 
result has improved from C grade to B.  I can now 
do Open-Ended Comprehension questions more 
confidently.  The 3-step method Ms Camillia taught 
me helped me answer True and False questions.  I 
am also more confident in answering Synthesis 
and Transformation questions as I am exposed to 
different types of sentence patterns.  Before 
joining the programme, I would not even try 
answering the harder questions but now, I have 
more confidence when answering such questions.’ 
 
MS CAMILLIA ON JERVIS:   
Jervis has always been very enthusiastic about 
learning new skills and concepts in the English 
Exam Skills class.  It has certainly been a privilege 
teaching him and with such positive attitude, I 
believe he will be able to do well in his exams.  
All the best for your PSLE, Jervis! 
 
MRS CHAN (MOTHER OF CHAN RAYZ) 
‘I was concerned about my son’s English grade.  
He had scored 58.8% which was a grade ‘C’ when 
he was in Primary 5.  We understood the 
increasing demands of the primary school English 
curriculum and examinations and wanted to 
support him as much as possible. Upon the advice 
of my son’s MAP teacher, Ms Kavitha, we enrolled 
him in the English Exam Skills Programme.  Over a 
period of one year, I have seen his English Exam 
results improve tremendously.  He has recently 
attained a score of 75.3%, which is a grade ‘A’ for 
his P6 mid-year examinations!  We were very 
delighted and thankful for the great effort put in by 
Ms Kavitha and the English Exam Skills Team to 
enable our son to achieve such commendable 
progress.  We believe that the unique approach of 
the English Exam Skills programme and Ms 
Kavitha’s relentless efforts in providing our son 
with the skills and strategies that he needed most 
have given him an extra boost of confidence and 
the ability to keep up with his school’s learning 
tempo.  Thank you Ms Kavitha!’ 
 
MS KAVITHA ON RAYZ’ PERFORMANCE:   
Overall, Rayz has been making good progress in 
the 3 key components – Editing, Synthesis & 
Transformation and Comprehension. He has 
learned many skills and concepts that I believe, 
could help him do well in his English Exams.  I am 
confident that Rayz is capable of achieving good 
results for his PSLE! 
 
 

Above: Kavitha Tiruchelvam and Camillia Churemi, Senior 
Educational Therapists teaching on the English Exam Skills 
Programme as well as the main MOE-aided DAS Literacy 

Programme at Woodlands Learning Centre. 
Below: Jervis in his English Exams Skills Class at 

Woodlands Learning Centre 
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Learning for him was a constant uphill challenge 
over the years and coupled with the increasing 
demands of the education system, the difficulty for 
him grew exponentially. 
 

When Jun Hong first joined the DAS literacy 
programme, it was apparent that he lacked 
confidence and would either shrug his shoulders or 
give up at the slightest spelling and reading task. 
When asked about aspirations, his classmates 
would chirp excitedly while Jun Hong would reply 
sheepishly that he did not know. 
 
After being taught the skill to decode and encode 
words, his ability to read and spell improved 
tremendously. He was also taught to question 
concepts in class critically. Empowered with these 
new abilities, he could contribute actively to the 
harder tasks such as comprehension and 

“Top in English!”  

By Ms Ang Seow Li  
Educational Therapist, Bishan Learning Centre 
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composition. He has also come to impress when we 
discuss about Information Technology (IT) in class 
and he will not hesitate to share his knowledge 
about the creation of online games, computers and 
the latest IT fairs in Singapore. Jun Hong has an 
earnest attitude and will take pride in all the tasks 
given to him. 

From Jun Hong’s Mother 

 
provides a comprehensive 
and quality curriculum to 

support students with 
dyslexia facing literacy 

challenges, delivered by 
highly trained professionals. 

 
Our literacy classes target for 

success in:  .  
 

✓ Phonemic Awareness 
and Phonics 

✓ Reading Fluency 
✓ Reading 

Comprehension 
✓ Language and 

Vocabulary 
✓ Writing 



 42  www.das.org.sg  |  FACETS  |  VOL 3  |  2017 

 

DAS Academy Academic Staff: (L to R) Sylvia Foo, Amanda Kelland, June Siew, Shirley Egley, Priscillia Shen, Siti Mariam , 
Joanne Tan and Albert Lee. 

 
I approach Graduation Day with a myriad of 
thoughts and emotions. As Master of Ceremony 
for this important occasion for the last two years, I 
feel extremely stressed by the onerous duty of 
having to navigate the proceedings from the start 

to the end. Beneath the dignified gown of learned 
authority is a wobbly jelly.  
 
As a lecturer, I feel like a proud parent to see the 
students whom I have helped to train and mentor, 
receive the final fruit of their hard work and 
sacrifice. It is like the delectable dessert at the 
end of a 12, 24 or 36 month meal. There is also 
the pleasure of catching up with past students 
and sharing their joy on this special day.  
 

By Sylvia Foo 
Senior Lecturer, DAS Academy 
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As I look at the sea of therapists and specialist 
teachers from the rostrum, I feel a sense of 
nostalgia. I recall the first flush of excitement during 
my first encounter with the Orton Gillingham 
approach during my initial training at the DAS. I 
was already not so young then but no less eager to 
embrace a new set of teaching principles to 
helping struggling learners. I did not know very 
much about dyslexia and literacy intervention at 
that time but I knew that I was being empowered 
to do something important and life-changing for the 
learners under my care.  
 
I also think about my own learning journey in this 
vocation and fraternity. When I first joined the DAS 
as an educational therapist in September 1999, the 
organisation was but a fledgling. 25 years later, 
DAS and DAS Academy have grown in size, scope 
and depth in their work. I ponder if I too have 

grown in the size, scope and depth in my 
understanding and practice of educational therapy. 
 
Finally, graduation day fills me with thoughts of 
hope for the graduates: 
 
Hope that as they continue on their individual 
learning journeys, they would always remember the 
passion which led them to embark on their course 
of study and calling. 
 
Hope that as they help their learners to discover 
their potential, they too would discover themselves 
as professionals and the unique persons they are.  
 
Hope that they would see educational therapy as 
more than mechanically following a lesson plan. 
 
And hope that they will remember that it is alright 
to feel inadequate at times. Even seasoned 
teachers and lecturers doubt themselves when the 
going is tough.  

 

Above: Sylvia Foo, Senior Lecturer and Master of 
Ceremonies for the DAS Academy Graduation 

Above: Adjunct Lecturers at DAS Academy,   
(L to R) Siti Mariam and Joanne Tan 

Three Masters Graduates: (L to R)  Soleha Binte Razali, 
Sharyfah Nur Fitriya Saleh, Weng Yiyao. 
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Raises morei than  

 
 

By Jacqueline Song and Gerard Ong 
DAS Fundraising Team 
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The Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS), for 
the fifth time running, was once again presented 
with the opportunity of meeting and working with a 
bunch of young altruistic students who approached 
us with the objective of raising funds and 
awareness for the education of our DAS students.  
Citibank-YMCA’s Youth for Causes (YFC) 2017 
project provides student teams with a $1,600 seed 
funding to champion the cause of their chosen 
VWO. 
 
This year, DAS had four teams championing our 
cause after acing the selection phase for YFC. 
They were returning junior teams from Nan Chiau 
High School and Hwa Chong Institution, while 
Cedar Girls Secondary School and Hong Kah 
Secondary School were new schools to us this 
year. 
 
At the beginning of the project, we held meetings 
with the individual teams to discuss ideas and 
aspirations and we were heartened to see the 
passion for our cause in their eyes when they 
shared their opinions about their initiatives. 

Thus, armed with an initial seed funding of $1,600 
and creative entrepreneurial plans in mind, the 
months of June to August saw the students spring 
into action as they overcame obstacles (and 
logistical nightmares!) and held exciting activities 
from street sales to hosting a haunted house and 
movie gala just to name a few fundraising 
activities. 
 
Awareness about DAS and dyslexia was raised 
through the distribution of flyers and sales of DAS’s 
very own student publication, My Inner World, a 
book containing art works and short stories 
contributed by our dyslexic students that sold very 
well. 
 
DAS is proud and grateful for the efforts  
undertaken by the students and would like to 
share their exciting experiences from their 
individual perspectives in the upcoming pages.  
 
Do read on to learn more about their exciting 
journeys! 
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One of the main reasons for choosing the Dyslexia 
Association of Singapore (DAS) as our VWO is that 
dyslexia is a common learning disability, affecting 
one in 10 people and we hoped to be able to 
spread the awareness of this learning difference to 
create a more inclusive society in Singapore.  
 

Another reason would be that DAS had a good 
track record of being a very supportive beneficiary 
for last year’s team; hence we felt comfortable and 
looked forward to working with them once again. 
 
Team TYE planned and executed the internal 
fundraising by conducting our very own haunted 
house tour during the Shines-In-Harmony event 
which is our school’s annual carnival. We reached 
out to 1300 Nan Chiau High students and staff, 
Nan Chiau Primary School students and staff as 
well as previous students, alumni, parents’ support 
groups and finally the community.  

Raised: $11,333.34 
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Our team raised a total of $8,682.34 through street 
sales, as well as total of $2,651 was donated by 
Nan Chiau High School to DAS from our internal 
school fundraising efforts.  
 
Our external public outreach efforts on the other 
hand, aimed to raise awareness about DAS and 
dyslexia. Apart from a mobile photo booth, we 
sold handmade tassel paper clips and self-
designed notebooks.  
 
Six street sales were conducted in various 
locations in Singapore with two shifts lasting three 
hours each. Our teacher-in-charge, Ms Chney 
Chen, accompanied us at the various venues to 
assist and boost our morale by sharing words of 
encouragement during the street sales.  
 
One of our memorable experiences encountered 
was when a sweet lady donated $10 without 
knowledge of our sales and when she was told 
that she entitled to two sets of tassel paper clips, 
she simply took one and thanked us instead.  
 
However, not all moments were sweet. There was 
one such worrying instance, when a strange man 
approached some volunteers and demanded 

money from the tin claiming he was homeless and 
needed money to go home. Fortunately, one of us 
calmly responded that we had no money and that 
the money was not to be taken out from the tin 
without consent as it would be illegal to do so. We 
immediately gathered the rest of the volunteers to 
inform them about the incident and as well as to 
warn them about the man and against such future 
occurrences. 
 
On the whole, the YFC project has taught us 
countless of things. We learned to step out of our 
comfort zone and randomly approach and 
interact with members of the public with 
confidence.  
 
We also found that as the old adage goes, one 
should not judge a book by its cover as members 
of the public who might look approachable and 
kind may reject us while people who seem stern-
looking might be more willing to donate a lot 
instead. It also taught us to be wary of our 
surroundings and to be able to make wise 
decisions on the spot in the case of emergencies.  
 
Most importantly we learned to count our 
blessings and to help others to the best of our 
abilities when given the opportunity to.  
Once again, we would like to thank DAS and 
Citibank-YMCA for this priceless learning journey 
for ourselves and our volunteers! 
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Our journey began by identifying the DAS’s needs 
and their areas of concern, thus we finally settled 

on raising awareness as well as funds for the 
needy children in the learning centres. As part of 
our project, we held multiple street sales and sold 
stuffed bears to the public to raise funds amount to 
a total of $7734.40. 
 
The sales were held at multiple locations in 
Singapore, namely Jurong East, Serangoon, Bedok, 
Tanjong Pagar, and Chua Chu Kang from morning 
to evening. The response from the public was 
overwhelming with many kind Samaritans who 
were happy to donate to DAS and purchase the 
toys.  

Raised: $9,758.40 
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In August, we held our movie gala for the Emoji 
Movie, which had a turnout of 120 members of the 
public. Through the movie gala, we raised a total 
of $2,024.  Thanks to RBS Bank for their support 
and sponsorship.  
 
The Guardian Gala was an immense success as 
many people turned up to lend their support and 
even penned down some encouraging words for 
the dyslexic children at DAS. Through the course of 
the project, DAS helped us immensely, from 
managing the finances to liaising with potential 
sponsors for our Movie Gala. Without their help, 
we would not have gotten this far.  
 
We have learned many skills throughout this YFC 
project. For example, a key skill learnt is proper 
time management and scheduling. Throughout the 
first half of our project, we had procrastinated on 
the planning of our project. This raised many 
obstacles in the logistical part of our project such 
as not getting the merchandise for our street 
sales, unforeseen delays to our movie gala due to 
booking issues in time, et cetera.  
 
We also learned to manage our various 
commitments properly, such as our academics 
and our CCA, in tandem with this project.  
 
We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to 
DAS and our mentor for their support throughout 
the journey. Through the course of the project, DAS 
has helped us immensely. 
 
Without their help, we would not have gotten this 
far. They also provided various publicity materials 
such as the flyers for the street sales and as well 
as pull-up banners for the Movie Gala. They have 
assisted us in more ways than one to which we 
are truly grateful for. 
 
Our YFC mentors and our teacher-in-charge, Ms 
Joyce too provided us with support and guidance 
along the way. They looked through our 
proposals, plans and presentations and gave 
invaluable advice. Without them, we would not 
have achieved as much and come this far in our 
YFC journey. 
 
A big and heartfelt thank you to everyone involved 
in our success! 
 
 
 
  

Above:  Emoji Movie gala saw 120 people turn up for 

the fundraiser, Thanks to RBS Bank for their 

sponsorship of this event! 
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At present, DAS is the only organization in 
Singapore that helps this group of people. The gift 
of education is the greatest gift to give to 
someone; it can change their life forever. With 
guidance and support towards their learning, 
many dyslexics can also achieve success. 
 

Thus, TeamDASmydream, consisting of Saashtika, 
Kelly, Iris and Siew Ning from Cedar Girls’ 
Secondary School, decided to adopt DAS as our 
beneficiary with the hope that by raising funds 
and creating awareness for DAS, we would be 
able to help as many dyslexic children from lower 
income as much as possible.  
 
We set our plans into motion by conducting street 
sales during the month of June (school holidays!) 
and a bit of July. Our primary sale items were 
Oreos and Mamee snacks. Additionally, we sold 
origami hearts and the DAS’s publication, My 
Inner World, that were books showcasing the 
written and drawn works of the dyslexic children.  
 
We gathered volunteers from school to help out 

Raised: $9,433.14 
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with our street sales whom in turn brought their 
friends along to help out. The volunteers were 
briefed on the do’s and don’ts of street sales and 
given DAS stickers to give those who kindly 
purchased our items. 
 
The street sales were conducted at many different 
locations such as Raffles, Serangoon and Toa 
Payoh as part of our strategy to maximize sales. 
This was to avoid other YFC teams who would 
have been conducting their street sales during the 
same period. Hence, in order to avoid subjecting 
the public to being repeatedly approached and 
asked to help different organizations, we decided 
to spread out our street sales as much as possible. 
Ultimately, the goal of the street sales was to raise 
as much money as possible as all proceeds would 
be going towards helping our young beneficiaries. 
 
The general response from the street sales was 
mainly positive and there were many members of 
the public who were curious about DAS and 
dyslexia. We were happy to explain the 
organization’s main role in helping children with 
dyslexia and the difficulties that these children go 
through while growing up. It heartens us to know 
that we also helped to spread awareness about 
dyslexia to members of the public while during the 
street sales.  
 
Although the process of conducting the street sales 
was physically draining, seeing the public’s 
generosity truly motivated us to continue the street 
sales and help DAS raise money to support their 
beneficiaries. Through street sales and usage of  
an amount of $192.80 from the seed funding 
provided to us, we raised an amount of $8,057.14. 
 
The My Inner World books also received 
tremendous positive response from the public. On 
this part, our mentor paid a crucial role in helping 
us spread the sales of the books to her office and 
we sincerely thank her for her endless support in 
this.  
 
We were glad that we were able to sell the books 
that were sponsored by DAS. We sold a total of 
130 books and raised $1376. We are very grateful 
to our mentor, Ms Nathalie Leung, for helping us 
promote and sell the books. She also provided us 
with endless amounts of guidance and support. 
Whenever we felt disheartened and stressed 
during the project, she was there to motivate and 
encourage us. Her passion towards our project 
truly gave us the drive to continue and raise as 

much money and awareness as possible for the 
project.  
 
From this YFC journey, we learned how to plan 
and manage events. As we had to plan the street 
sales, gather volunteers and create a 
subcommittee, we improved in our leadership and 
organizational skills during event planning to 
ensure that matters ran smoothly without a glitch.  
 
We also learned to step out of our comfort zones 
and gain confidence when interacting with adults 
on the streets and from organizations as in school, 
we mostly just interacted with our peers. We also 
had to be more confident and proactive when 
approaching people for donations and informing 
them that it's for a good cause.  
 
Most importantly, we learned the importance of 
resilience. Throughout the project, we were faced 
with numerous setbacks such as plans that failed 
to materialize, but nevertheless, learned to better 
organize our plans to prevent disappointments. 
 
Lastly, we would like to extend our gratitude to the 
DAS for their constant guidance and moral 
support, to our YFC mentor for her assistance and 
meaningful advice and finally to our volunteers 
who kindly spared us their time to help out in our 
YFC campaign. 
 
Thank you all for your valued contributions to our 
wonderful learning journey! 
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On the other hand, we were downright nervous 
as this was the largest fund-raising project that 
we had ever planned for.  
 
The responsibilities and commitments became 
more pronounced as we attended the opening 

ceremony for Youth for Causes 2017. It was then 
that the thought of not being able to juggle our 
studies and this project petrified us.  
 
Thankfully, our VWO, the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore (DAS) was there throughout our 
journey to render help and advice to us 
whenever we needed it.  
 
We had chosen this VWO for personal reasons. 
Our team leader, Ethan has a brother who is 
dyslexic but had received help from DAS and is 
coping well today. Salsa, a Class Leader 
Coordinator from our school who is also a 
volunteer for this project, was in a similar 

Raised: $7,088 
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situation. She has dyslexia that once again, DAS 
had helped her with.  
 
Thus, our team felt that it was now our turn to give 
back to those who allowed for our dear ones to 
overcome their problems in their education. 
 
Our plan for our YFC project was simple; to raise 
funds with a simple product but to also raise 
awareness at the same time. Hence, we decided 
to sell custom tote bags. These tote bags were 
special because they had a custom design that 
replicates how a dyslexic person reads as 
opposed to a non-dyslexic individual. The 
objective was to inform the user the difficulties 
faced by those with dyslexia.  
 
Along with the bags, we sold Harvest Box snack 
packs and homemade brownies in our school as 
part of our fundraising efforts. Our principal was a 
big help as she managed to arrange for sponsors 
for the Marvel superhero cushions and Kracks 
Potato chips for us to sell.  
 
We also contacted the community centre near our 
school to enquire if we could set up a booth to 
sell our products. The CC agreed and waived the 
fee to set up a booth for us. We were eventually 
involved with three events and even met the MP 
for our area, Mr Ang Wei Neng. He commended 
us for doing our part in giving back to the 
community.  
 
The response for the sales at the CC was 
overwhelming! Many people flocked to our booths 
and also responded well to our student volunteers 
selling the items as they were interested in the 
tote bags and were willing to buy it for charity. On 
the occasion of one of the street sales, we 
managed to sell all our stocks for the day! It was 
definitely heartwarming to witness the willingness 
of the public in supporting our cause.   
 
We would like to take this time to express our 
gratitude and thanks to the DAS who provided 
major help in our project. As mentioned before, 
we had been new to such fundraising projects 
and had required a lot of help and advice. DAS 
has been very patient and understanding towards 
us. They taught us everything we needed to know 
and within a short time period.  
 
Also, our heart-felt thanks to the teachers and staff 
of Hong Kah Secondary School for supporting this 
project. This project will not be a success without 

a good teamwork and effort from the other Hong 
Kah Lites who volunteered willingly.   
 
Of course, nothing was smooth sailing. There were 
some challenges that we faced during the course 
of the project. For example, we feared that we 
would not have sufficient volunteers to partake in 
our street sales since our school had a small 
population and we could not recruit volunteers 
from outside the school. DAS then advised us 
during this period and taught us the strategy 
behind convincing people to help out in this 
project which actually worked! 
 
DAS also closely monitored our workload to make 
sure that the graduating students would have 
enough time to balance the project and their 
studies. DAS has been with us every step of the 
way and was a huge help throughout the entirety 
of this project.  Overall, this project was a success 
and we managed to raise over $7,000 for DAS!  
 
Although we did not reach our target, we are 
nevertheless happy that we have managed to 
give back to those who have helped us. This 
experience is something that our members will 
remember for a long time.  
 
Once again, thank you to everyone who was a 
part of our unforgettable YFC learning journey. 
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Good Decision-making 
 

Sylvia Foo 
Senior Lecturer 
 DAS Academy 
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Decision-making is one of the most important tasks 
we have to do daily. A decision can be as frivolous 
as what ice-cream flavor to savour or it can and 
usually is more serious such as which problem at 
work do I manage first.  
 
Our children too have to make decisions. They 
have to regularly choose how they will behave, 
how to spend their time and how to choose their 
friends. Parents often lament that their children 
have made the wrong decision. One common 
erroneous decision would be choosing to play 
before completing homework.  
 
What are the factors that can get in the way of 
dyslexic children making good decisions? Dyslexic 
children can have more fear and apprehension 
approaching tasks they find challenging. Hence 
underlying the task avoidance could be a fear of 
failure.  
 
Dyslexic children can sometimes be overwhelmed 
by other strong emotions such as anger and 
frustration. These can cloud their thinking, reducing 
the chances of good judgement. Dyslexia can be 
also accompanied by impulsivity and hyperactivity. 
These can contribute to poor decisions because the 
child acts before he has thought through the 
situation and considered possible options.   
 
The good news is that parents can support and 
guide their children to develop the key skills of 
making good decisions. These skills include 
thinking of possible options, evaluating the options 
and reviewing whether the decision made was 
suitable. One example could be when a child 

receives a red packet for his birthday. Parents may 
prefer that the child saves the entire sum while the 
child may prefer to spend some of it. Parents could 
use this situation to demonstrate the key skills of 
decision-making. Parents can discuss with their 
child the pros and cons of saving the entire sum for 
a future bigger purchase or spending on a smaller 
more immediate one. Parents can also help their 
child to generate other options such as donating 
some of the money to charity or getting a gift for a 
family member instead of himself. If the child 
decides to still go for the immediate purchase, 
parents can wait for a time when they could review 
with the child about the suitability of the decision.  
 
Questions asked could include:  

 “Are you glad you made that decision?”,  
 “Why are you glad you made that decision?”,  
 “Why do you feel you made an unsuitable 

decision?” and  
 “How will you decide the next time?”.  

 
The purpose of reviewing the suitability of the 
decision is to encourage the child to learn from his 
experiences and gradually build up his maturity 
and wisdom in making decisions. 
 
Ultimately, it is values that guide good decision-
making. These values include responsibility, 
honesty, diligence, compassion, self-control and 
respect. When children understand and observe 
these values from a young age, then making a 
wise decision becomes more intrinsic as they 
mature.  And children learn best from their parents 
when they model the key skills for making good 
decisions.  
 
Reference: 
KidsMatter Primary Information Sheet: About Good 
Decision-making (2012-13). Australian Primary Schools 
Mental Health Initiative. https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/
families/about-behaviour/making-decisions/learning-make
-good-decisions-and-solve-problems 
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SpLD Assessments 
 

Geetha Shantha Ram 
Director MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme & 

SpLD Assessments 

 
A psycho-educational assessment in the area of 
Specific Learning Differences, provides useful 
information about an individual’s learning profile or 
behavioural challenges and helps to identify the 
presence of a learning or developmental difficulty. 
Specifically, it helps to illuminate an individual’s 
strengths and weaknesses in terms of cognitive 
abilities (e.g., verbal and non-verbal abilities, 
processing speed, and memory) and academic 
skills (e.g., reading, writing, and mathematics 
abilities). Behavioural or socio-emotional issues, 
which are interfering with learning or development, 
can also be identified.  
 
THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
The assessment process may involve interviews, 
observations, standardised testing and 
consultations with other relevant professionals to 
better understand learning and developmental 
concerns. Assessment results obtained will provide 
greater insight into an individual’s learning or 
developmental needs as well as the nature and 
extent of difficulties. This in turn informs educational 
plans (i.e., placement, intervention, and 
accommodations) and behavioural intervention to 
improve educational or developmental outcomes. 
 
After the assessment, a face-to-face feedback 
session will be conducted to provide a verbal 
explanation of assessment findings and 
recommendations. In addition, a written 
assessment report containing the findings, 
diagnosis, and recommendations will be made 
available.  

WE CAN ASSESS FOR: 
 

 Dyslexia 
 Dyscalculia 
 Giftedness 
 Visual processing 
 School Readiness 
 Dysgraphia/Dyspraxia 
 Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
 Intellectual Disability (ID) 
 Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

(ADHD) 
 
SPLD ASSESSMENT SERVICES 
 
SpLD Assessment Services comprises of a team of 
Registered Psychologists and Specialist 
Psychologists who receive intensive training to 
ensure that they are well skilled to carry out psycho
-educational assessments. 
 
Once the child has been diagnosed to have 
dyslexia and/or other learning difficulties and is 
found suitable for DAS programmes, the 
psychologists would then determine the learner's 
profile. Each child has his/her own unique profile 
which identifies their strengths and weaknesses. 
Hence, it is vital that DAS psychologists 
differentiate the child's learning needs even after 
the diagnosis. This enables DAS educational 
therapists to select appropriate educational goals 
that target the child's needs closely. 
 
The progress of every student is monitored and 
reviewed by DAS educational therapists every six 
months. After three years, psychologists may 
conduct review assessments to determine the 
child's overall progress since his/her previous 
assessment. This assessment may also determine if 
the child is eligible for access arrangements for 
national examinations. 
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Specialist Tutoring 

 
by Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen 
Head of DAS International 
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Specialist Tutoring is an individualised, one-to-one service that is tailored to meet the learning needs of 
students with specific learning differences.  Specialist Tutoring is skills focused which aims to help the 
student to achieve their potential. It may include individual curriculum support, numeracy and literacy skills, 
study skills and exam preparation, organisation and planning help or other specific areas where you feel 
additional support is required by your child. 
 
Effective solutions and strategies are planned and implemented to remedy as far as possible the child’s 
problems and to help them learn as happily and effectively as possible.  Options for intensive tutoring or 
online tutoring are offered to provide a personalised approach to supporting your child. We believe in 
working closely with parents and educators and expect that through this relationship we provide the best 
support for your child. 

Personalised Online 
Learning Experience (POLE) 

 
Specialist Tutoring sessions are delivered online 

bringing intervention into the home. Specialist 
support to students is available wherever internet 

services are available.  Online lessons are flexible 
and customised to suit the learners needs. 

Curriculum Based Remediation 
 

Curriculum-based remediation is for 
students with learning differences.   

It provides direct support to the 
student's weekly homework demands 

as well as keeping in touch with 
the school syllabus. It can 

also help them prepare 
for exams. Ultimately, 

it focuses on the 
learning strengths 
of the student as 

the curriculum 
is explored & 

supported.  

Specialist Tutoring 
 
Specialist Tutoring is a one-to-one skills 
focused service which aims to extend 
the student to achieve their learning 
potential.  Specialist Tutoring may 
include individual curriculum 
support, study skills and 
exam preparation or 
other specific 
areas where you 
feel additional 
support is 
required by 
your child. 

Intensive Tutoring 
 
Intensive Tutoring is aimed at supporting 
children who are unable to secure a place in an 
international school, or who are struggling in an 
international or mainstream curriculum.  This 
programme is designed to bridge the learning 
gap with mainstream education. 
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Specialist Tutoring Testimonials 

My son, James, was tutored by Gladys Wee Kim 

Geok. We thank Gladys for her professionalism. 

Her firm, authoritative but patient manner as a 

teacher has helped James gain confidence in 

English. James has been making wonderful 

progress in specialist tutoring. 

Samuel has had weekly tutoring sessions with 

Ms Shilpa since Spring 2013. She has been of 

tremendous help for him, first and foremost with 

reading and writing abilities, but later also with 

grasping the basic concepts in maths. He has a 

very trusting relationship with her and finds their 

sessions educational and fun! He has come so 

far with her help and we are very grateful  

Ms Shilpa is his tutor. We will continue working 

with her for as long as necessary! 

Ms Bhavani is extremely qualified and equipped 

with the specialist knowledge required to teach 

children with dyslexia. She is insightful and 

deeply understands each child and the struggles 

he or she goes through, always exuding a calm 

and a quiet confidence - a trait which only the 

most experienced teachers have. Ms Bhavani 

has enabled my child to know that children with 

dyslexia are not incapable of achieving what 

others can achieve; and because she believes in 

what he can achieve and equips him with the 

skills to do so, he steps forward with greater 

confidence.  

Do contact us for a free consultation about our 

Specialist Tutoring Programme. 

6643 9600  
enquiry@dasint.org.sg 

www.dasint.org.sg 
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Honesty is the Best Policy 
 

By Kendrek Low (Primary 6) 
Bedok Learning Centre 

 
 
 

Tom rubbed his eyes and could not believe his score for his exam was 38 over 100. He 
had failed his exam again. 
 
"Oh no! I am in hot soup!'' Tom sighed in resignation as he smacked his forehead. He 
could imagine his mother staring at him with bulging eyes and his father fuming with 
anger and banging his fists on the table. With a heavy heart, Tom trudged home 
wearily. 
 
As soon as Tom reached home, he locked himself in his own bedroom. Overwhelmed by 
anxiety and disappointment, Tom had no appetite to eat anything. Tom placed his 
exam paper on the study table and stared hard. It dawned on him that the harder he 
stared, the more the number three seemed to bother him. Just then, an ingenious idea 
struck his mind. He rubbed his hands in glee. If three could become eight, Tom picked 
up his red pen… 
 
After what seemed like eternity, Tom's parents were finally home. When his parents 
stepped into the house, they looked at Tom's anxious face and knew what to expect. 
Tom took in deep breaths before showing his parents his results. With trembling hands, 
he held out the exam paper. He observed his parents' faces as they looked at his 
results. They looked disheartened for a moment. 
 
"I knew I have failed badly but I...I...have actually wanted to...tam...tamper with 
the...the…marks but you...you...taught me to be honest,'' Tom stammered. Upon hearing 
that, they were contented that he did the right thing. To acknowledge his effort in his 
exam and most important his integrity, Tom's parents brought him for a buffet spread 
dinner. This spurred Tom to work even harder for the next exam. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Shenmee Lau, Senior Educational Therapist, Bedok Learning Centre 
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Advantages and Disadvantages  
of Online Shopping 

 
By By: Zarifah Bte Tahir 

Secondary 4 Normal Academic 

Bedok Learning Centre 
 
 

Don’t you ever wish there is a faster way to do your shopping? Be it shopping for clothes, 

food or even textbooks. Everyone wishes there is a faster and more convenient way to do 

so. Thanks to technology, now we can do our shopping online. However, there are 

advantages and disadvantages to online shopping. 

 

Some advantages of online shopping include saving time and having the comfort and 

convenience of not needing to look for the items physically. When doing online shopping, 

you can save your time on doing other things such as cleaning the house or meeting up 

with your friends. If you need to get furniture for your house but you cannot afford the time 

to go shopping during the weekdays, you can do so online. Instead of being forced to shop 

on a weekend, now you simply shop online on a weekday even if you are busy at work. All 

you have to do is just go online and search for your perfect item. Interestingly, you can 

even do so when you are on your way to work or after work when you are heading home 

on the bus or MRT train. 

 

When you step out of the house for shopping, you usually face the scorching heat of the 

sun. Therefore, online shopping is the solution to shop in the comfort of your air-conditioned 

room at home. For women, they need not put on their make-up only to risk it melting due to 

the hot sun. In addition, when we shop online, we do not sweat through our T-shirts.  

 

On the flip side, online shopping also has its disadvantages. For example, when you order 

something online, you would have to wait for a while before you receive the goods but 

what if you notice something is missing or the product is faulty or broken? As the item is 

usually shipped from overseas, it is possible that the item is damaged as it has to be shipped 

from across the world or mailed to you. This increases the item to be damaged. When it 

happens, you will feel disappointed since you waited for the item yet it reaches you being 

damaged. 

 

In addition to the missing or broken items, you also are unable to try on clothes for the right 

fit if you buy them online. Since you cannot try on the sizes, you would have to depend on 

the measurements given by the retailer. When doing online shopping, you cannot base the 

size of the clothes like how you would base them in a store. This is because the cutting and 

measurements of the clothes may be different. Aside from not being able to try them on, 

you would also not know the exact quality of the item. As mentioned above, you would 

probably also not know if the clothes could be sensitive to your skin. 

 

All things considered, online shopping does have its advantages and disadvantages. 

Although you would have to be smart and know which retailer are known to be good or 

bad. Hence, sometimes it is better to simply go out and shop for your perfect item as you 

may not really know if it is the right one for you. 

 

 
Submitted by: Deon Poh, Centre Manager, Bedok Learning Centre 
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Should Teenagers Do Chores? 
 

By: Lee Jiaying 
Secondary 3 Normal Academic 

Bedok Learning Centre 
 

Do teenagers learn anything from doing chores? In fact, they do. They could learn how to 

be more responsible on their work, have more discipline in finishing their job and also 

teaches them on time-management. There are parents out there who pamper their children 

and little do they know that by not having their children do household chores, they miss out 

on teaching them some values. Because of different perspectives, whether or not teenagers 

should do chores has been a bone of contention between parents.  Nonetheless, teenagers 

are highly encouraged to perform hands-on chores while they are still young. 

 

To begin with, when teenagers help out in household chores, it would lessen out their 

parents’ workload. Parents would have already had a long and hard day at the office. Hence, 

this would help by relieving the stress level of parents. After a long day, when their parents 

reach home, the last thing they have on their minds would be having the need to pick up 

the broomstick, wash the dishes or bring down the laundry. Therefore, they can rest 

comfortably in a clean environment. 

 

Secondly, teenagers get a chance to learn independence by helping out with the chores. As 

they take in the responsibility, they would be in a better position to care for themselves and 

rely less on others. This would prepare the teenagers in future when they go out into the 

society to work. When they start working, they would need not rely much on others. 

Hence, independence is important. 

 

However, many parents are worried that should they allow their children to do chores, they 

might end up over-working themselves to the point of neglecting their school work. Some 

households already have helpers and most likely would be redundant for their children to 

help out. However, that may also indirectly pamper their children in the process and in the 

long run causes more harm than good. 

 

In a nutshell, by allowing teenagers to do house chores enable them to better conduct 

themselves and be trained as a better person. The skills learned could possibly help them in 

their future jobs by being more responsible, technically-inclined and independent. 

Therefore, should teenagers do chores? I personally think so. 

 

 
Submitted by: Deon Poh, Centre Manager, Bedok Learning Centre 
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Pencil Drawings by Tan Tingxuan, Sec 2 

Submitted by Karen Wong Tsing Tsing,  
Senior Educational Therapist, Bedok Learning Centre 

 

 

Painting by Ong Jing Yi Chloe (P5), 11yo - Bedok. 

Submitted by Hani Zohra Muhamad,  
Lead Educational Therapist, Bedok Learning Centre 
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