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Welcome 
This issue of FACETS reports in our cover story the 
wonderful story of our Young Achiever Awardee, 
Jeremiah Tan.  Jeremiah has recently been busy 
playing soccer in the ASEAN games held here in 
Singapore.  In photos we see of him in the press 
show a young man who is very proud to represent 
his country in sport.  Indeed, Jeremiah has a 
heartwarming story of perseverance and courage 
and is very deserving of the Young Achiever 
Award. 
 
As the year comes to a close, we reflect on how 
we have made an impact to Singapore.  Our 
outreach teams have worked tirelessly to bring a 
positive message about dyslexia to educators, 
parents and those who work with students with 
dyslexia.  This year DAS has completed more than 
70 public talks including the preschool audience 
where our message of early intervention is vital for 
children with learning differences 
 
DAS Student graduation was another very 
successful event held at The Star Performing Arts 
Centre, we had a chamce to watch our talented 

students act, sing and dance on the big stage.  
This years presentation was delightful, especially 
with our two accomplished dancers Drea and 
Deanna performing on the day.  You can read all 
about the graduation and awards ceremony in our 
Applause section of FACETS. 
 
DAS looks to another exciting year in 2016 and 
wishes everyone a joyful and happy new year. 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue of FACETS and that it is 
as informative to you as much as it was for me. 
 
 
 

Deborah Hewes 
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“Embrace a Different Kind of Mind: Personal Stories 
of Dyslexia”, a book capturing inspiring stories of 
individuals from all walks of life who have dyslexia 
or are touched by dyslexia.  By compiling first-
hand, intimate accounts of more than 50 
contributors into this publication, DAS hopes to 
remove the stigma of having dyslexia, pave the 
way for greater public and acceptance and give 
children with dyslexia role models to look up to.  
The book also aims to highlight the strengths that 
people with dyslexia have that enable them to find 
their own success in life! 
 
Starting with excerpts from a media interview with 
the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew, Singapore’s founding 
Prime Minister, the book features accounts from 
individuals of varied professions including a 
Minister of State, an actor, a filmmaker, C-level 
executives, entrepreneurs, engineers, national 
servicemen, as well as homemakers and 
undergraduates. Collectively, the stories 
demonstrate that people with dyslexia can excel in 
any professional field through a combination of 
their own determination and a supportive learning 
environment. 
 
Held at YMCA Singapore, the book launch was 
graced by more than a hundred guests including 
more than 30 story contributors and their families. 
Four of the contributors, namely Marcus Goh, 
Educational Therapist at the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore; Dr Robin Chan, Senior Associate 
Director at the National University of Singapore; Ms 
Kwok Fuyu, a PhD in Psychology candidate at 

Nanyang 
Technological 
University and Gary 
Seow, (pictured right) 
Founder of KYDZ 
International, shared 
with the audience 
their personal 
journeys with 
dyslexia.   
 
The book is the latest initiative of "Embrace 
Dyslexia”, a campaign launched by DAS in 
November 2014 to create a positive attitude 
amongst the public towards dyslexia. It is also 
launched in commemoration of Singapore’s Golden 
Jubilee by featuring more than 50 stories of 
dyslexia. 
 
“This book is special as it is the first time that so 
many individuals from such diverse backgrounds 
have stepped forward to share their personal 
stories with dyslexia. The Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore hopes that children with dyslexia, their 
families and their schools will gain both practical 
advice as well as inspirational insights on handling 
dyslexia from the book and that the public will 
better understand the world of dyslexia by reading 
it. We also hope that more people with dyslexia 
will continue to come forth to share their journeys 
so that together, Singapore will truly become a 
society that embraces dyslexia,” Lee Siang, CEO of 
the DAS.  In line with the objectives of the book, 
DAS is creating and delivering a comprehensive 
and holistic range of programmes for children with 
dyslexia that go beyond academic subjects.  DAS is 
also exploring the support of those with dyslexia at 
the post-secondary level.  
 
The book in paperback is available at all DAS 
Learning centres and select book shops. 

Focus on their strengths! 
OFFICIAL BOOK LAUNCH 

 
 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 
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On 26 November, students from the Tampines 
Learning Centre had a ball of a time playing 
Bubble soccer and attending the soccer clinic. 
Kicking off an exciting and organised soccer 
programme for kids, the Footy Kidz Soccer Clinic 
aims to introduce students to basic football skills 
which will help develop their psycho-motor skills as 
well as their confidence. 
 
Coach Jeff and Coach Zai briefed the lower 
primary school students about the basic rules of a 
soccer match. Students were taught how to dribble 
the ball, pass it to their teammates, tackle their 
opponents and strike a goal.  

They were then split into five teams and had a 
chance to display their hidden talents in a safe 
and non-competitive environment. Through this 
programme, the students also learned the 
importance of teamwork.    
 
On the other pitch, something else was bubbling. 
The upper primary and secondary students were in 
for a treat with a game of mayhem in bouncy suits. 
Bubble soccer which originated from Norway is an 
exhilarating way of playing soccer where each 
player is encased inside a bubble suit. These suits 
are made out of inflatable and durable plastic 
which withstands heavy impact. These suits are 
catered to different sizes.  

Soccer Mania 
by Liyana Zainudin and Bindhu Asokan  

Educational Therapists  
Tampines Learning Centre  
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Coach Nicholas and Coach Kid were in charge of 
facilitating the Bubble Soccer for the upper primary 
and secondary school students. They directed the 
students on how to use the suit safely. They then 
split them up into teams of five players and 
instructed the playing teams on how to play a 
game of 'Dog and Bone'. The groups with the 
highest points would win the match. The players 
ran around the field like human-sized hamster balls 
trying to defeat their opponents. 
 
Students also had a chance to team up with 
teachers in a "friendly" match where they released 
their stress and bumped into one another.  

At the end of three hours, the students and 
teachers were ready to roll out of Zion Sports Hub 
and call it a day. Ball, did we have fun! 
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The awareness team conducted a presentation to 
students and staff of Yuan Ching Secondary on the 
14th August.  What made this awareness talk 
unique is we presented to school students when 
usually our audience are teachers and adults. 
 

Yuan Ching Secondary was at that point 
undergoing a school-wide drive for students to 
plan voluntary activities for charity organisations. 
The Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) is 
privileged to be chosen as one of the 
beneficiaries. Hence, We were invited to give a 
talk with the purpose of raising awareness about 
dyslexia, and to discuss volunteering opportunities 
these students can plan for. 
 
Despite a prevalence rate of 1 in 10 Singaporeans 
believed to have dyslexia, the teacher-in-charge of 
the voluntary project observed that there is still a 
general lack of understanding about what dyslexia 
is.  He hoped that through our presentation, 
students of Yuan Ching Secondary can have an 

Creating a Greater Awareness about 
Dyslexia Among Students! 

Yuan Ching Secondary School  
 

By Andy Wang 
Senior Educational Therapist 

Sengkang Learning Centre 



 11 

 

Fun and Features 

accurate understanding of dyslexia and acquire a 
deeper empathy towards their fellow peers who 
are dyslexic.  
 
The presentation kick-started in a light-hearted 
fashion when one of the more popular teacher was 
invited up on stage to do a 'reading test'.  She was 
in actual fact given a reading passage with the 
words distorted (as seen in the picture).  As 
expected, many words were misread and the 
entire school was filled with laughter as the 
teacher bravely persevered in finishing the 
passage. Her 'test' was made all the more difficult 
when I presented her with questions to test her 
understanding of the passage, which she struggled 
to answer. 
 
Students off-stage were then asked how they 
thought the teacher felt while reading the text. 
'Frustrated', 'hesitant', 'uncertain', 'slow', 'comical'- 
these were some of the words students belted out. 
It was at this moment that I interrupted, "This is how 
someone with dyslexia could be experiencing 
every time he or she is required to do any reading 
comprehension or oral tests. And that person could 
well be the friend sitting beside you."  
 
Having gleaned a first-hand experience of the 
struggles a dyslexic may face, the presentation 
moved on into helping students understand the 

causes of dyslexia, the primary difficulties faced in 
reading, spelling and writing and to debunk 
common myths surrounding dyslexia. They were 
also introduced to famous people who are 
dyslexic, such as Albert Einstein, Mr Lee Kuan Yew 
and celebrities such as Keira Knightly and Orlando 
Bloom. 
 
The presentation was concluded by explaining to 
students some of the volunteering opportunities 
they can have with DAS.  More importantly, I 
reminded students that each of them can make a 
difference by recognising the genuine difficulties 
faced by dyslexia, to be sensitive to the needs of 
friends who are dyslexic and to even provide help 
and support to these friends in any ways possible. 
 
The rewarding experience came when, after the 
talk ended and students were dismissed, a lower 
secondary boy came up to me privately to say how 
he appreciated our presentation and that he 
suspected he could well be dyslexic based on the 
signs and difficulties mentioned during the talk. He 
asked for advice and we recommended him for an 
upcoming screening assessment. We also 
encouraged him to press on in overcoming any 
difficulties he might be facing. I am just glad that 
an individual's life was touched by our awareness 
talk! 
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Children with dyslexia absorb concepts faster when 
learning takes place through experiences that 
involve our five senses.  Learning science using all 
the senses has helped students with dyslexia to 
understand the concepts better, as their 
imaginative minds help them to see the world of 
science through experiments and 3D items.  
 
The three-day “Sciences Comes Alive” workshop 
focused on developing students metacognition 

skills using their five senses. It further deepened 
students’ understanding of the concepts when they 
had the chance to demonstrate their understanding 
through ''live demonstration'' and ''3D experiments''. 
Their learned knowledge was then put into practice 
using examination type questions. 
 
The science workshop focused on three main 
chapters that are often seen in P3 and P4 school 
examinations. Topics that are important in students 

''Science C omes Alive”  
 

 
By Sharyfah Nur Fitriya 

Senior Educational Therapist  
Woodlands Learning Centre  
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primary school science syllabus are: The: Digestive 
system, Magnets and Diversity of Living things.   
 
The workshop allowed students to internalise these 
topics through experiential learning using 
interactive tools and “live” experiment that aids in 
providing a lasting experiences. 
 
I wish to thank Jaysree, Senior Educational 
Therapist from Woodlands Learning centre for 
helping me with the workshop. 
 

 
 

Science has to be experienced, only 
then learning is complete 
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The government will extend its support for the 
Care & Share movement to 31 March 2016.  
Whether you are a corporation or an individual, 
you can contribute to the Care & Share 
movement in different ways.   
 
Your donations to DAS from now until 31 March 
2016 will be matched dollar-for-dollar doubling 
the impact of your contribution.  All donations 
will also be eligible for 300% tax deduction. 
 
With this matching grant from the government, 
this means a substantial pool of resources for 
Singapore's social service sector - in terms of 
introducing new programmes, providing financial 
assistance as well as strengthening our current 
infrastructure to better serve beneficiaries. 
If you would like to change a child's life, please 
donate now! 
 
 

“Your donations to DAS from 

now until 31 March 2016 will be 

matched dollar-for-dollar 

doubling the impact of your 

contribution.  All donations will 

also be eligible for 300% tax 

deduction.”  

Care and Share  
Extended to March 2016 

 

By Jacqueline Song 
Head of Fundraising 

www.das.org.sg/donate-to-das 
12 
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Throughout the past months, we have conducted 
several talks and invited speakers to do likewise at 
DAS. One such talk by the Admissions team was 
held at the KK Women's and Children's Hospital 
(KKH) on 12 November.  Representatives from MAP 
Admissions, myself and Vicki Lim as well as Serena 
Tan Abdullah from MAP Curriculum Team were 
invited to present at the KKH Department of Child 

Development (DCD) weekly clinical conference. Lois 
Lim and Jae Tan from MAP Admissions also 
addressed further enquiries from the audience, 
which consisted primarily of doctors, nurses, 
medical social workers, education therapists, 
speech and language therapists, and occupational 
therapists.   
 
Through this session, we were able to impart our 
knowledge on dyslexia and its assessment, as well 
as to shed some light on the services and literacy 
intervention provided at DAS. The representatives 
of KKH expressed their appreciation to the DAS 
team and shared that this was beneficial to them.  
 
Overall, it was truly an enriching experience to 
meet and interact with fellow professionals who 
believe in the same cause. 

 
A Sharing  

Session  
with KKH Department of Child Development 

 
By Shehnas Alam Bte Meqsud Alam  

Specialist Psychologist 
MAP Admissions Department 
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The teachers will then encourage the parents of 
these students to go for assessments.  If the student 
is subsequently diagnosed with dyslexia, the 
teachers will recommend to the parents to send 
their children to DAS for remediation programmes.  
 
DAS awareness talks also provide tips on how our 
Educational Therapists teach our students - tips 
which most teachers are interested to know.  

Each year DAS partner with a few schools. We are 
appreciative of Seng Kang Primary School for 
presenting DAS with 'The Partnership Award' for the 
second year running.  
 
DAS will continue to reach 
out to more MOE schools 
so that more students with 
dyslexia can receive the 
help they need. 

Partnership Award from  
Seng Kang Primary School 

 
By Andrew Ho 

Centre Manager 
Seng Kang Learning Centre 
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Together with four of our colleagues we collectively 
presented four posters on our research.  It was an 
honour to represent the work done in Singapore on 
an international platform. The poster presentations 
provided opportunities for DAS to interact with like-
minded professionals in the field to share the latest 
research findings. In general, those who stopped 
by our posters shared positive views of the work by 
DAS and shared their own insights on the trends in 
the current research for dyslexia.  
 
Besides poster presentations, there were keynote 
speeches and plenary sessions held. One trend we 
noticed was the consensus among different 
speakers that not all students with dyslexia have 
the same profile. For instance, in Dr. Jeremiah 
Ring’s presentation on “The Multiple-Deficit Model 
of Dyslexia: What is it and What Does it Mean for 

Assessment and Intervention?”, shared research 
indicating that a single phonological-deficit model 
of dyslexia is not sufficient to account for all the 
observed performance variability in individuals with 
the condition.  This was in line with what was 
shared by Dr. Louisa Moats in the closing address, 
“Let’s Engage the Dyslexia Debates: What’s Fact 
and What’s Not?”. These presentations provided a 
good reminder that children with dyslexia may 
have different profiles of strengths and weaknesses 
that affect their performance in literacy tasks, 
therefore, it is important to address these individual 
needs accordingly.  
 
In terms of intervention, many presenters also 
shared about teaching and learning strategies 
that they found to be useful for students with 
dyslexia. Dr. Milton Dehn’s presentation on 
memory problems “Interventions for Students with 
Memory Problems”, gave the audience some fun 
facts, for instance, most of you may know that 

By Chua Minqi & Fong Pei Yi 
Specialist Psychologists 

International Dyslexia Association (IDA) C onference 2015 
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people can typically recall a span of seven items, 
but did you know that most of us have a verbal 
working memory span of four chunks of 
information? Dr. Dehn further elaborated on the 
links between dyslexia and working memory 
difficulties, such as the weaknesses in areas such 
as inhibition of past used phonemes/words, 
switching skills between decoding, reading, and 
thinking, updating of current information, as well 
as rehearsal of information.   
 
In general, Dr. Dehn proposed that adults could 
help reduce children's cognitive load and help 
them overcome their working memory difficulties 
by teaching them strategies to increase the 
effective use of their existing working memory 
capacity. For helping to improve children's 
working memory, he listed some brain training 
programmes (such as Cogmed, Lumosity and 
Brain HQ), as well as face-to-face training 
methods that can be delivered by adults. One 
such method is teaching children to rehearse 
information verbally as well as using visual 
mnemonics.  
 
Overall, the experience at this year’s IDA 
Conference was a valuable and eye-opening 
one. It was encouraging to see so many like-
minded individuals who are all striving towards 
helping students with dyslexia learn how to read 
and write. 
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Shun Ng is described as a fingerstyle guitarist, 
singer and songwriter.  His flamboyant guitar style 
and energetic performances have seen him 
recently win awards at the Boston Music Awards. 
 
Shun’s personal story is featured in the “Embrace a 
Different Kind of Mind, Personal Stories of 
Dyslexia” book produced by DAS.  In the book he 
gives advise to students with dyslexia, 
 
'We are all different, dyslexia is seen as a 
disability, but it isn't, we are just different, we think 
different, work differently and we learn differently. 
Everyone has a talent and a passion for 
something, the trick is searching for it and more 
importantly knowing that it’s okay to chase your 
dream and that no one can tell you that you aren't 
good enough. Embrace your dyslexia, it’s because 
you are dyslexic that you have your talent!' 
 
Feedback from our guests about the concert was 
positive all around with lovely comments about 
Shun’s performance, the venue to the photo taking 
with Shun.  

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publishing 

Shun Ng 
Rhythm of Christmas 

Shun is so amazing how he plays the guitar. 
He's like a one man band!  He doesn't need a 
drummer and bass and considering that he 

has dyslexia I am impressed how he is able to 
memorise the chords of all his songs. 

 
The Shunettes have and excellent blending 
of voice and were energetic back up singers 

for Shun. 
 

The concert was enjoyed so much by all of us 
especially those who love jazz music and of 

course the Christmas songs as well. 
 

Thank you for the sponsors who allowed us 
to attend this wonderful concert. 
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DAS Students and staff with Shun Ng attended the Rhythm of Christmas concert. 

The concert was excellent from the 

moment we walked in to collect our 

tickets to the end of show and meeting 

Shun and taking a phot with him! 

 

It was indeed a very entertaining 

performance :)! 

 

And the venue was exquisite too! 
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She would like to share some of the memories and 
pictures with you, and tell you more about the links 
she is forming between DAS and her other 
collaborators.  Angela has to pinch herself when 
she thinks of all the opportunities opening up for 
her as a researcher, what DAS has achieved over 
the last year, and their future plans. 
 
In late September, 2015, Angela was in Poland, 
Pomerania, to present a keynote on her new 
theories which highlight the potential for success in 
dyslexic people.   
 
As part of the social programme, Angela visited 
the newly built Solidarity museum in Gdansk.  

Pictured left she is 
with Professor Dr 
Michael Kalmar, 
President of the 
European Dyslexia 
Association. 
 
Before she could 
catch her breath, it 
was time to launch 
her new screening 

test in Wales at the National assembly (the Welsh 
Parliament) with the Education Minister.  This is the 
first test available in Welsh, so a real 
breakthrough.  Angela is pictured above left with 
the Minister of Education for Wales at the National 
Assembly. 
 
Angela is also working on a screening test in 
Bahasa for Malaysia, with Prof Sharanjeet Kaur, 
who is now planning to collaborate with DAS in 
working on a Bahasa intervention.   
 
In the picture at the top of the following page, 
Angela is pictured with Amanda Kelland, from 
University of South Wales, who teaches on DAS 
Masters courses.  They are talking to Nichola 

International 
success  

 
 
 

By Angela Fawcett 
Research Consultant 

Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
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Jones, Head of inclusion for Pembrokeshire.  
Nichola has been working with Angela in South 
Wales to screen and intervene with over 750 
children.   
 
DAS’s own Kah Lai, leader of the preschool 
programme is planning to collaborate with Angela 
and Nichola on comparative approaches to 
intervention with this age group. 
 
The next day at the crack of dawn, after a 5 hour 
train journey back to Manchester Airport, Angela 
set off for a Research workshop in Stavanger, 
where she presented a keynote presentation.  This 
was an exciting event, on the 14th floor 
overlooking the harbour in Stavanger, Norway.  
Led by Professor Finn Egil Tonnessen, to co-
ordinate with the launch of his book, which adopts 
a theoretical perspective based on Angela’s 
research.  The weather was beautiful for October, 
and Angela and her husband David walked by the 
water, and enjoyed a drink with Professor John 
Stein from Oxford. 
 

The beautiful view from our workshop in Stavanger  
on the 14th floor 

 

No sooner were we home again, than it was time 
to set off for the most prestigious event of all.  This 
was a gathering of invited researchers to discuss 
theories of dyslexia, over a 4-day workshop, (with 
no audience). Angela was  invited to present a 
keynote, and her colleague Rod Nicolson 
presented a second complementary keynote in the 
same session.  It’s a great pleasure to tell you that 
this time their theories were extremely well 
received, as a potential explanation for both 
strengths and difficulties in dyslexia.  This is in 
striking contrast to their early publications, where 
they were greeted as the ‘heretics of dyslexia 
research’ 
 
Two weeks later, after a frenetic period of 
preparation, Angela and her husband set off for 
Singapore, for a research consultancy meeting 
with DAS, one of 3 visits a year.  This time they 
were due to move on to Indonesia to work with the 
Indonesian Dyslexia Association.   
 
On their visit to Indonesia, they worked with Dr 
Kristiantini and Dr Purboyo, pediatricians from 
Bandung, and presented two keynotes at the 
hospital and a talk to the Dyslexia Association.  
Moving on to Yogyakarta, Angela presented a 
keynote at the launch of Yokyakarta Dyslexia 
Association.   
 
Angela and David finally arrived home at the 
beginning of December, exhausted, exhilarated, 
and ready for a rest, and the start of a festive 
family Christmas, with all their family around them.   
Let’s see what 2016 will bring! 
 
 
 

Angela, with in the background Nichola Jones (left) and 
Amanda Kelland (right) and chair of Wales Dyslexia, 

Sandra Cutler 

A social evening at ‘Reading in the forest’, in Germany, 
with Angela, David on her right and Rod Nicolson on her 
left.  Professor John Stein from Oxford is on the extreme 

right of the picture. 
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This event is part of a DAS-BDA collaboration 
made possible by a fundraising event by the 
Singapore High Commissioner at Oxford in June 
this year.  It is heartening to note that funds in 
excess of £10,000 were being raised.  
 
The first students joined DAS in 1993 and now in 
2015, we now have many alumni members who 

are in their 20’s and 30’s who are in need of 
support as they transit from higher education to 
the workforce.  Transition can be challenging, ie. 
Secondary to tertiary education, where the 
environment and demands differ greatly from 
where they are now.  
 
The Mentoring support by members of our Student 
Alumni will form an integral part of our effort to 
support dyslexics who are moving on to higher 
education in Singapore.  By doing that, we hope 
that our alumni will more confident in riding the 
challenging transition that they have to make. It is 
therefore critical that these alumni mentors are 
equipped with the correct knowledge, skills and 
attitudes to become truly effective mentors.  

Student Alumni Event 
 

By Nor Ashraf Samsudin 
Director of SES Programmes 
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We were fortunate to have Dr Kate Saunders in 
Singapore to conduct training to our select group 
of mentors. 
 
Kate has over 20 years of experience in the field 
of dyslexia and special educational needs, having 
worked as a Senior Specific Learning Difficulties/
Dyslexia Advisory Teacher, Special Educational 
Needs Coordinator, chartered psychologist and 
lecturer. Kate has a Ph.D. in Education and is co-
author of “How Dyslexics Learn”, published by 
PATOSS. 
 
The mentors benefitted from the personal stories 
that Dr Kate shared during the training.  The topics 
covered by Kate ranged from the Ethics of being a 
mentor to more tangible skills like Executive 
Function Support and Organisational skills. 

 
To further our collaborative efforts with the BDA 
DAS and the alumni organised a networking social 
event with an educational twist. Our alumni 
recognises that one of the keys to success is to 
embrace lifelong learning.  Aside from providing a 
platform for Alumni members to meet and network, 
the social event will have external speakers, 
industry experts and fellow Alumni speakers.  
Through the sharing, we hope to expand their 
world view beyond school, gain deeper insight 
into what interests them and also learn the keys 
attributes to achieving success from fellow Alumni 
members. 
 
The event was planned to coincide with Dyslexia 
Awareness Week and what is different this time 
round is that we had the great pleasure of having 
a video conference with Dr Kate together with a 
couple of her youth members from the BDA.  The 
discussion was fruitful and it was heartening to see 
stories being shared and support being given 
between people of different races and 
nationalities regardless of where we are on the 
planet.  
 
We hope to continue this relationship with Dr Kate 
and the BDA and look forward to more 
collaborations in the future.  
 

Pictured above from left to right, xxx, Farhana Muliadi, 

Ashraf Samsudin, DAS CEO Lee Siang and BDA CEO Kate 

Saunders 

DAS Student Alumni members enjoying dinner after their 

skype session on Dyslexia Awareness Week 

DAS Student Alumni members on skype with members 

from around the world on Dyslexia Awareness Week 
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Reaching out to You!. 
 
 
 
 
 

By Mike Morales 
Student Services Officer 

Tampines Learning Centre 

 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore has been very 
active in promoting awareness to the public by 
conducting talks and joining various activities to 
ensure that the correct information about 
dyslexia reaches the public, educators, parents 
and even the students themselves. 
 

 
Over the years, DAS has visited Primary and 
Secondary Schools to give awareness talks about 
Dyslexia.  We also conduct talks at different 

organisations, such as children’s home and other 
Voluntary Welfare Organisations.  More recently 
we have been very active in presenting talks to 
preschool audiences to ensure that early 
identification of learning differences is detected. 
 

 
DAS conducts screening for Primary and 
Secondary students. This year we have 
conducted more than 10 public screenings. 
 
For Primary students a computerised screening 
test is conducted at DAS Centres, Primary schools 
and Civic Organisations. This screening will 
advise if the student is at risk of having dyslexia. 
After the screening a concluding session with the 
parents is held to explain the results of the test. 
 
For the first time this year DAS has had screening 
sessions dedicated to Preschool students.  A total 
of 90 preschool students at our DAS Bishan were 
screened with almost half of the students joining 
our Early Intervention Programme afterwards.  
This will now be a regular activity for DAS. 
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The Preschool team also organised an informative 
talk for parents of K2 children to let them better 
understand about the School Age Assessment. It is 
required to confirm if their child has dyslexia, as the 
preschool screening only detects the probability 
level of dyslexia. Parents learnt more about their 
options, whether or not they decide to send their 
child for the formal assessment.  
 
We also met up with external educators from PCF. 

To date, the Preschool team has conducted three 
talks to administrators, principals and childcare 
supervisors from PCF, sharing about our early 
intervention strategies with each other.  
 
The first talk was held at Seng Kang CC  There was 
about 100 fellow educators in the audience and we 
enjoyed sharing about our programme and case 
studies for everyone to learn from our experiences. 
  
The second talk was held at Woodlands CC as a 
result of the first talk at Seng Kang CC.  We are very 
grateful for PCF to give us the opportunity to share 
about our programme and the importance of early 
literacy intervention to mainstream preschool 
educators.  About 120 educators attended this talk. 
 
The third talk by held at Buona Vista where over 90 
educators enjoyed our talk. 

Updates on the Preschool Programme 
By Wong Kah Lai 

Preschool Programme Manager 
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In total, 187 preschoolers were screened in 2015. 
The screening was conducted by the entire 
Preschool literacy intervention team and led by 
Programme Manager, Wong Kah Lai.  After the 
screening many of the students were signed up 
for the intervention. 
 
The Preschool Programme offers bursaries to the 
children from low-income families and this has 
been made possible by the strong financial 
support of NTUC Income OrangeAid, our donor. 
 
Representatives from NTUC Income OrangeAid, 
Mr. Theodore Teo, Senior Manager & Head of 
Corporate Social Responsibility as well as Ms. 
Amelia Chia, a Senior Executive, had kindly taken 

time off to pop by to observe the screening 
process that day. They also had the opportunity 
to interact with some of the students and parents 
to glean more information about their lives with 
dyslexia. 
 
DAS would like to thank NTUC Income OrangeAid 
for their continuous support in the Preschool 
Programme funding since 2012. 
 

 

Preschool Screening at Bishan 
By Hema Krishnan 
Fundraising Officer  
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Parents, you can now connect with other parents 
to share your experience and knowledge of 

raising a child with dyslexia.   
 

Join us on Facebook now. 
 

DAS Parents Network  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 
 

Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 

 

www.facebook.com/dysSG 
 

DAS Academy Ltd 
 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy 
 

DAS International Services  
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational 
 

DAS Student Alumni 
 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 
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The 238 graduating students this year have 
attained a competency in literacy that will 
facilitate their success in school and their overall 
learning journey.  There are also students who are 
receiving the DAS Special Achievement Awards 
who have demonstrated exceptionally high levels 
of commitment and determination in their pursuit 
of success in Sport, Arts or simply All Round 
Excellence. 
 
Today, we also celebrate the success and 
achievements of our alumni, past students who 
have continued to excel.  We are very pleased to 
present the DAS Young Achievers Award to 
Jeremiah Tan.  We look forward to having these 
outstanding young people be an inspiration and 
role-model to our current students.  I am sure 

parents present will also take heart from their fine 
example.  
 
While we applaud the achievements of our 
students, we must not forget the DAS Educational 
Therapists (EdT) who work ceaselessly in support 
of their students.  For the first time this year, we 
will be presenting the DAS Best EdT of the Year 
Award to acknowledge the incredible work EdTs 
do in our classrooms.  The MOE-aided DAS 
Literacy Programme (MAP) saw its enrolment cross 
3,000 primary and secondary school students in 
October 2015 - another first.  MAP compliments the 
Ministry of Education's School Dyslexia 
Remediation Programme which will be expanded 
to all primary schools in 2016.  These 
developments reflect the significant number of 
school-age children whom we still have to reach 
out to identify and help.  The corresponding need 
for more dedicated and well-trained EdTs is also 
paramount.  
 
Let us once again congratulate all our graduates 
and award winners and wish them every success 
in their future endeavours!  

C ongratulations to our Graduates & Award Winners 
By Lee Siang 

CEO—Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
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Student Graduation 2015 
 

Special Achievement Awards 
 
 

 

Over the years, I have built my confidence to progress well in Tchoukball and my 
studies. I can also manage my time more wisely. My wish is to continue playing 
Tchoukball and aim for the Sports School after PSLE since I aspire to be a student in 
that school.    

 
Aloysius is a fast-learner and has an enthusiastic attitude towards learning. His 
friendly attitude has allowed him to build good rapport with his classmates. With his 
growing confidence and great ambition to become a National Tchoukball player, I 
am sure he will soar to greater heights if given the opportunity.  

 

I started competitive rock climbing when I was in Primary 5. I enjoyed rock 
climbing ever since because it is exciting. Every wall I climb is like an adventure. 
I feel a sense of accomplishment every time I win competitions. Through rock 
climbing, I learned how to endure difficult tasks. 

 
Luke started off joining the rock climbing team in primary school since his 
mother realised he was a kinesthetic learner. She thought it would help with his 
then bad hand writing. Luke's hand writing improved tremendously, on top of 
that he discovered his talent in rock climbing. Luke enjoys rock climbing very 
much and has been joining and winning several Competitions, such as the 
National Primary Schools Sports Climbing Competition 2014. He was also 
selected into the National Youth Climbing Team for 2015.  

The Special Achievement Award (SAA), consists of a $1000 award and a certificate of achievement.  It 
is given to students who have not only displayed an enduring and positive attitude in their work.  It 
also recognises students with aesthetic strengths and talents in other areas such as the Arts and 
Sports.  The SAA’s were presented by Mrs Goh Chok Tong the Patron of DAS (pictured on the right). 
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Dance was a passion for me since I was 2 years old. It helps me express my 
feelings better when I perform. It improves my coordination and boosts my 
confidence when I get onto the stage. As dance is my passion, I set my priorities 
straight by doing my school work before I go for my dance classes. With dance, my 
life feels complete as it fills my time constructively.  

 
Isabel is a diligent student who makes a sincere effort in class. In 2014, she achieved 
the  Model Learner Award and Edusave Good Progress Award for her academic 
achievements. Her dedication extends beyond her academic work. She is a talented 
and passionate dancer too. In January 2015, she attended a Summer School 
programme in Sydney, Australia for two weeks. Her commitment to dance continues 
in her weekly dance lessons where she trains in multiple styles of dance including 
ballet, tap and jazz (modern dance). She had excelled in many dance examinations 
by the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing (ISTD) and the Royal Academy of 
Dance, achieving distinctions for all of them. Without a doubt, Isabel has 
demonstrated the ability to balance both her academics and co-curricular activities 
well.  
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Student Graduation 2015 
 

Tokens of Appreciation 
 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 

Three beautiful artworks were created to present 
to our Guest of Honour and Special Guest.  Three 
talented artists poured their creativity into their 
artworks to be ready in time for the Graduation. 
 
DAS would like to recognise these artists for their 
stunning artwork.  
 
‘The Rose’ was created by Kyler Lai, aged 12 from 
Parkway Parade Learning Centre.  Kyler has been 
a student at DAS since 2011 and she enjoys 
painting,.  When Kyler paints, she feels relaxed 
and is able to express her feelings.  Being 
dyslexic, she expresses better through her 
paintings than through words. 
 

Kyler is pictured below presenting her painting to  
the Guest of Honour, Ms Sim Ann.  Kyler feels that 
the rose symbolises Love, happiness kindness and 
beauty.   
 
Another token of appreciation was presentation by 
another talented DAS student, William Choo.  
William described his artwork as “Singapore City”.   
 
"Singapore has, over the past few years, been 
known for her fruitfulness and prosperity. 
Singapore's growth has had a great impact on our 
society in a very colourful way therefore, I’ve 
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chosen to paint famous iconic places in Singapore 
with vibrant colours! But there are still more 
improvements and learning for Singapore to truly 
thrive in the next 50 years which I've represented 
my thoughts and ideas in black and white.  
The picture also depicts that everyone in 
Singapore can have a cultural or societal impact 
on what's to come and we should always stay 
united to build a brighter future for our striving 
nation.” 
 
William presented his artwork to our Special 
Guest, Associate Professor Muhammad Faishal 
Ibrahim (pictured above).  William Choo, a Sec 3 
student from ACS Baker and it is obvious from his 
vibrant colours and detailed artwork that he has a 
great talent for it.  William was also the winner for 
the DAS senior category at the recent EZ-link SG50 
card design art competition. His inspiration for this 
artwork stemmed from his love and affection for 
Singapore. 
 
The final token of appreciation was given to 
Special Guest and Patron of the Dyslexia 
Association, Mrs Goh Chok Tong.  The painting 
called “The Panda” was created by Yue Jia Xuan, 
aged 13 from Parkway Parade Learning Centre.  
Jia Xuan explained the panda’s fighting spirit 
holds a very significant influence in her life.“  With 
pure determination and utmost patience, I am 
able to maintain a steady pace while working 

towards my goals. With these characteristics of the 
panda, I am able to succeed and achieve many 
things like any other non-dyslexic kids and 
sometimes I even outperform and outshine them in 
school.” 
 
Jia Xuan is pictured below presenting her art 
piece to Mrs Goh Chok Tong. 
 
 



 38 

 

Applause 

Student 
Graduation 

2015 
 

Student Drama 
Performance 

 
 

By Soofrina Binte Mubarak 
Educational Therapist 

Woodlands Learning Centre 
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Theatrical and musical characters are often built 
and portrayed in a way that makes them larger 
than life.  They are simply the brighter versions 
of ourselves and the people we know, with their 
magnified strengths and flaws, hopes and fears.  
 
But what happens when there is a real life 
character on the stage, whose personality and 
reputation carry expectations and associations 
that far exceed that of many of our dyslexic 
students, their parents, and honorary guests? 
 
The character of Akhil was played first by Lee 
Kum Soon, Ben, our student from Bedok Learning 
Centre, and then rested squarely on the 
shoulders of Muhammad Danish Fitri Bin 
Mohamad Siraj.  Ben played the role of a young, 
playful and carefree Akhil whose greatest 
worries were about how Batman would make it 
to the next safe-point in his Playstation.  
 

As Akhil became a teenager the role was taken 
over by Danish.  Akhil felt the real struggles in 
the life of a dyslexic student, he got the support 
of friends and teachers from DAS as his 
Educational Therapist, played by Mervin 
Mosqueda a staff member from DAS Academy. 
 
Soon after, Akhil faced challenges in the picky 
and highly critical job-market and this was 
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portrayed in a dance to the song titled “Am I 
Wrong” by Nico and Vinz. 
 
Finally, Akhil grows into a fine father and 
provides the help his dyslexic child required 
through a psychologist. 
 
The production team was led by Mathana an 
Educational Therapist from Jurong Point Learning 
Centre and included Soofrina and Educational 
Therapist from Woodlands Learning Centre and 
Shobana an Educational Therapost from Bedok 
Learning Centre as members.   
 
External dance and lighting professionals from 
Mediacorp were also consulted.  Yudish a hip 
hop dancer who leads a professional dance 
group helped to choreograph the student 
performance.  Shafie was consulted for advice 
on lighting and stage management. 
 
With months of rehearsals, managing students 
both young and teenagers, from centres that are 
on completely extreme ends of Singapore, 
Jurong Point and Bedok, the team managed to 
put together a performance that made the Guest 
of Honours want to snap a picture with them! 
 
The many months of sacrificed Saturdays and 
non-working days paid off very well for the 
teachers as well as students. 

 
 
 

From Left: Shobana, Soofrina, Mathana #nanateam 
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Student Graduation 2015 
 

Student Dance Performance 
 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head of Publicity and Publications 

The opening the performance for this years 
graduation and awards ceremony was performed 
by 11-year-old who recently won second place in 
the CSTD Singapore Dance Competition 2015 held 
in September.  Drea performed a lyrical dance to 
the song from the animation film "Anastasia, Once 
upon a December" - a scene where the lead 
character's repressed memories of her past are 
stirred by her unknowing return to her childhood 
home. 
 
Drea’s performance was graceful and breath-
taking, with her sheer hard work, passion and 
determination, we know she can be the ‘Shining 
Star’ who illuminates and sparkles on any stage! 
 
The second dance performer Deanna, performed 
her maiden dance choreography that she put 
together herself for the very first time and she did 
so in just a week after her PSLE! 
 
Deanna was thrilled to be able to showcase her 
dance at the Student Graduation and Award 
Ceremony as it epitomises her perseverance in 
overcoming the challenges faced in life, especially 
by a person with Dyslexia.  
 
Both dancers were recently seen together in the 
Asia’s Got Talent show as part of the dance 
troupe “Dance Thrilogy” who were lucky enough to 
reach the finals of the show. 
 
It was a pleasure to watch these two graceful 
dancers on stage at the graduation and awards 
ceremony. 
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Student Graduation 2015 
 

Educational Therapist Awards 
 
 

 

The MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme (MAP) Educational Therapist of the year Award is a symbol 
of the organisation's pride in its teaching staff as well as to promote excellence in teaching.  As this 
is also a peer nominated award, the award recipient would have also earned the respect of their 
peers. 
 
This is the first time that such an award has been given at DAS and we are proud to have these two 
Educational Therapists as part of the DAS teaching team.  The awards were presented by Mr K 
Kesavapany a long term DAS Executive Committee Member.  The award winners are Tarsheeni Rajoo 
and Miranda Chng.  Congratulations to both Tarsheeni and Miranda for receiving your award for 
excellence in teaching. 
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This year, the academy had 70 graduates in total 
under the Diploma and Masters Programme.  
 
Twenty of our Allied Educators from the Ministry of 
Education, awarded with Diploma in Special 
Education (Dyslexia). Seventeen Educational 
Therapists from the Dyslexia Association 
completed the Specialist Diploma in Educational 
Therapy (EdT).  
 
For the presentation of higher degree awards, ten 
students in total were awarded with the 

Cap, Gown, Diploma, and P lenty of Pride 
DAS Academy Graduation 2015 

 

 
By Mervin Guino-o Mosqueda 

Senior Officer, Student & Academic Services 
DAS Academy 

Pictured above are the academics from the DAS Academy 
and the university of South Wales.  From Left to right are 
Priscillia Shen, DAS Academy, Carl Peters, USW, Shirley 

Egley, USW, Adam Oei, DAS Academy, Amanda Kelland, 
USW and June Siew, DAS Academy. 
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Postgraduate Certificate and Postgraduate 
Diploma  under the University of South Wales and 
London Metropolitan University.  Finally, we have 
produced three graduates who completed the 
Master of Arts in Specific Learning Differences 
(MA SpLD) from the London Metropolitan 
University. 
 
The event was made more special as it was 
graced by our Guest of Honour : Mr Hawazi 
Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Education & Ministry of Manpower (Retired and 
pictured to the right).  He presented the award 
for those who had completed  the Diploma in 
Special Education (Dyslexia) and Specialist  
Diploma in SpLD. 
 
Mr. Daipi was then presented with a token of 
appreciation by Mrs Cynthia Tan (DAS Executive 
Committee Member). "The token is a plate 
designed by renowned artist Romero Britto that 
bears vibrant colours and bold patterns 
embodying the hope and faith we have in 
children with specific learning differences". 
The Deputy Dean, Faculty of Sciences and 
Education from the University of South Wales, Dr. 
Carl Peters,  presented the higher degree awards 
for the university while Mr. Eric Lee, Vice-President 
of the DAS Executive Committee presented the 
higher degree awards from the London 
Metropolitan University. 

 
Ms. Goh Lay Hoon, (pictured below) represented 
the cohort of Diploma in Special Education for  

 
Allied Educators. Inspired to make a significant 
difference by becoming an AED (LBS), she is 
continuously exploring the best practices and be 
an advocate of change for students struggling in 
the mainstream school. 
 
Evelyn Koh, (pictured below on the right) 
delivered the second speech for the cohort of 
Postgraduate Diploma in Special Educational 
Needs. Having witnessed the importance and 
effectiveness of early intervention  made her 
decide to further her studies, as she sees the 
positive impact she has made in the lives of 
others. 
 



 50 

 

Applause 

Lastly, Teo Siaw Shien, ( pictured to the right) 
delivered the speech for the cohort of Master of 
Arts in Specific Learning Differences. Her first 
hand experience as a mother of a dyslexic child, 
encouraged her  to pursue a Masters in the field 
of special education and allowing her to better 
understand her child's learning difficulty. 
The valedictory speeches hold a strong testament 
of how the graduates have become and what 
they have achieved throughout this meaningful 
journey. The valuable experience becomes an 
inspiration for others to pursue a higher learning 
and better understand what it takes to learn and 
relearn things. 
 
Ms Teo concluded by saying, “To parents of 
children with dyslexia, it is normal for us to have 
high expectations of our children. Beingable to 
excel academically is not the only path, but 
choosing the path that is right for them is more 
important to their success.  Please maintain your 
belief in your children and to keep their self-
esteem from being eroded.  All children need to 
be recognized in some way or other when they do 
something well, either with a hug, a gesture or 
words of praise that tells the children that they 
are special. The most important thing parents can 
do to help their dyslexic child is, to be that person 
that makes them feel special and safe, the person 
they know will support them at all times 
 
This achievement is only a beginning of a new 
challenge that each one has to take. 
 
The challenges  will unfold as they embrace every 
dyslexic child, allowing them to grow and nurture 
their minds to believe that they can succeed and 
never give up. 
 
As what the great Thomas A. Edison had shared 
"Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most 
certain way to succeed is always to try just one 
more time." 
 
To all graduates of 2015--- let's clap and cheer for 
this successful journey. Cherish the moment and 
have lots of pride for your "Cap, Gown and 
Diploma"! 
 
We are very grateful to staff who specially came 
back to help out even though it was a public 
holiday. The event would not have gone so 
smoothly if not for all of you. 
 

C ongratulations to al l graduates on your 
hard earned awards! 
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Jerimiah Tan 
Young Achiever Award 

 

 

By Cheryl Cheong 
Publicity and Publications Officer 

 
I was diagnosed with dyslexia when I was in 
primary 6, just half a year before my PSLE started. 
At the time, my form teacher told my parents her 
suspicion that I have dyslexia and thus I came to 
DAS to take an assessment. After the diagnosis, I 
got an exemption for Chinese which allowed me to 
focus better on my remaining subjects.  
 
I had classes at DAS from Sec 1 all the way to Sec 
4. I went to the Queenstown Learning Centre every 
Saturday and it felt like going for supplementary 
classes. From there, I learnt literacy skills which 
have helped me tremendously. It may not look like 
much when you are studying there right now, but 
years later you will realise the good effect it has on 
your life. I used to be challenged by any words with 
more than 3 syllables, but now I am able to break 
them now quite easily.   
 
From the skills and strategies I learnt, I jumped in 
my class ranking from middle-bottom to being in 
the top 5 students in class. I also received an 
Edusave Good Progress Award when I was in Sec 
3; it meant a lot for this boy who never received 
any academic award up till then. 
 
After my ‘N’ Levels in Sec 4, I studied Digital Audio-
Visual Production in ITE College West and I found 
my strengths there doing hands-on work with 
technology. The environment at ITE was very 
beneficial as it focused on practical work and the 

lecturers encouraged us to take part in 
competitions to widen our horizons. I took part in 
video-making competitions, photography 
competitions and my Final Year Project was 
shortlisted for Best Screenplay in the National Youth 
Film Awards. It didn’t win, but I am still happy to be 
shortlisted.  
 
Aside from dyslexia, another major challenge I 
have in life is that I am physically disabled. 
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I was born with Rickets, which is a condition that 
affects bone development. The enzyme deficiency 
in my blood leads to an issue with calcium 
absorption, therefore my bones do not develop 
well and I am bow-legged. Fortunately, Vitamin D 
helps so getting out in the sun is a good thing. All 
my life, I have had to make regular visits to the 
hospital for checks and tests to ensure that my 
calcium levels are fine, which created havoc with 
my homework and revision time. However, these 
have not stopped me from taking part in sports 
since primary school.  
 
All my life I have been interested in competitive 
sports, mainly because I feel that there is a sense 
of accomplishment and achievement in competing. 
I tried out different sports in different stages of my 
life – swimming and taekwondo in primary school, 
shooting and floorball in secondary school and a 
bit of everything when I was in ITE.  
 
I was scouted for the ASEAN Para Games 2015 
when I was playing basketball at 11pm at a 
neighbourhood court. This guy approached me and 
asked if I am disabled because the way I was 
running showed signs of physical disability. After 
trials and 6 months of training, I was picked for the 
National Team in Cerebral Palsy Football.  
 
I was in Korea in May to take part in a soccer 
tournament and we received the Gold medal. We 
will be travelling to Japan in November for training 
and the Games will be held in Singapore in early 
December. It is a very exciting experience in my life 
and I am happy that I am able to represent 
Singapore. Having Rickets and a disability are 
challenges, but because of that, I am able to 
compete as a para-athlete and that is a silver 
lining in life.  

Currently I am studying in LASALLE College of the 
Arts as a first year student. My major is in 
Broadcast Media which is my passion and I am 
able to put the skills learnt in ITE to good use. I am 
also a recipient of the Dare to Dream Scholarship 
offered by LASALLE for special needs students. As I 
am currently in my first semester of school in 
LASALLE, it is tough juggling both schoolwork and 
my sporting commitments, but it feels absolutely 
rewarding and I try my best to make both priorities 
work.  
 
When I received the call informing me that I will be 
receiving this award, it was quite a surprise for me. 
My achievements would not have been possible 
without the support of my family and friends. My 
mom in particular, she is a pillar of support for me. 
She brought me to my DAS classes, therapy 
sessions, anywhere I need to go she is always 
ready to support me. My dad and sister are both in 
the creative industry; they nurture and fuel my 
passion in this area. I also want to thank my friends 
who are understanding of my physical challenges 
and make sacrifices for me.   
 
To the DAS students and graduates, I just want to 
say that even though your life is cramped with 
distractions in every corner, just look within yourself 
and see what you really want in life. Because with 
determination and willpower, you will eventually 
get there. I wanted to compete in sports all my life 
and I stuck by it. For myself, I have a passion to be 
number 1 in whatever I do. It may not work out, like 
scoring tops in English or Chinese, but at least I 
tried. I may not be perfect, but trying hard will get 
me somewhere.  
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Testimonial from Phoebe Goh 
Senior Educational Therapist 
Queenstown Learning Centre 
 
Jeremiah is a young man brimming with positivity 
and creativity. Having taught him for a year 
before he graduated in 2012, I remember 
Jeremiah coming in with bubbly enthusiasm and 
our class discussions were always lively and full 
of laughter. His keen sense of observation and 
creative ideas made every lesson a dynamic 
learning experience for everyone in class. 
Despite the physical setbacks he faced, Jeremiah 
never gave up on his dreams and continued 
pursuing his hobbies of soccer, photography, and 
digital media. His hard work and tenacity paid 
off as he set high standards for himself and 
excelled in his academic studies.  
 
Jeremiah is a first year student studying 
broadcast media in LASELLE College of the Arts 
on a scholarship for special needs students. 
When he was a student in ITE, his creativity and 
talent in photography, audio and video 
production led him to win 1st place in the NFEC 
Digital Photography Competition as well as a 

special commendation short film entitled Chapter 
23 for his school’s graduation showcase.   
 
He was an active student and participated in the 
2014 Post National Day Rally Dialogue as an ITE 
College West Representative.  Besides his 
passion for photography and digital media, 
Jeremiah enjoys sports activities and overcame 
his physical disabilities to win 1st place in the 
25th Korean Annual National Cerebral Palsy 
Football Tournament 2015 as part of the 
Singapore Cerebral Palsy Football Team. His 
tenacity and love for the sport has led to a 
wonderful opportunity to represent Singapore as 
part of the 8th Asean Para Games Training 
Squad 2015.  
 
Jeremiah’s determination to continually push 
himself beyond his limits is a story that will inspire 
many others to live out their dreams if they set 
their mind to it.  
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Dyslexia 
 

by Geetha Shantha Ram  
Director—MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme  

& Staff Professional Development 

 
Dyslexia is a specific learning difference, which 
impacts a person’s ability to read, spell and write. 
Such learners may also have difficulties with 
reading comprehension, and this is despite quality 
exposure to language and classroom instructions.  
 
It is said that one reads for pleasure or for 
knowledge and as dyslexics struggle with reading 
and comprehension, they are deprived of the 
pleasure and see no gains in reading. As a result, 
they tend to read less, which results in poor 
vocabulary development and limited background 
knowledge.  

 
So what causes dyslexia? This question is 
uppermost on every dyslexia researcher’s mind 
and although significant effort has gone into 
understanding what causes dyslexia, there has 
been no consensus among the researchers. While 
this clearly illustrates how complex dyslexia truly is, 

recent brain imagery studies have shown that there 
are differences in the way a brain with dyslexia 
functions. Currently, the phonological theory as a 
cause of dyslexia is the most widely accepted, 
relating the difficulties associated with dyslexia as 
a result of a phonological deficit.  
 

 
Sally Shaywitz, in her book, Understanding 
Dyslexia, likens language to a movie, where an 
amateur sees it as one continuous visual block and 
as a viewer gains more sophistication and 
understanding, he realises that it's in fact made up 
of smaller components of audio-visual segments.  
 
Likewise, language may appear one undisrupted 
block of print and sound but the eventual ability to 
tell that sentences or words in a language are 
made up of smaller components of letters and 
sounds is phonological awareness. In contrast, the 
inability to do so is the phonological deficit.  
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There has been a lot of interest on gender 
implications with dyslexia. For instance at the DAS, 
the ratio of boys to girls stands at around 2.5 to 1. 
Are boys more susceptible to dyslexia than girls? 
Shaywitz puts forward that this was a result of 
behaviour or more specifically, a selection bias 
based on behaviour, which causes boys to stand 
out more prominently as a reflection of their 
learning difficulties. With that, the statement on 
dyslexia was that there were no significant 
differences in its pervasiveness.  
 
There are also other interesting theories. A 2004 
study by Dr. Michael Rutter and colleagues 
claimed that there is indeed a prevalence of 
dyslexia in boys (18-22% in boys compared to 8-
13% in girls), and while not conclusive, a range of 
reasons have been offered including differences in 
brain structures between the genders and a higher 
genetic and environmental sensitivity to dyslexia in 
boys than in girls. 

 
A formal psychological assessment, initiated by 
parents, is required to determine if a child has 
dyslexia. Many parents come to DAS because they 
suspect something when they compare their child’s 
reading capabilities with a sibling's.  The first 
indication that a child might be dyslexic usually 
comes when he struggles with reading. However, if 
parents become more familiar with early warning 
signs, they can assist to identify dyslexia in children 
before they struggle or fail at literacy.  
 

Some early signs to watch out for include: 
 

 late speech or repeated difficulties in 
correctly pronouncing certain common 
words  

 difficulties in remembering the right 
names for objects 

 trouble in learning alphabets or 
numbers 

 inability to recognise rhymes  
 
According to the International Dyslexia Association 
(IDA), people with dyslexia have difficulties with 
some of the following: 
 

 learning to speak 
 learning letters and their sounds 
 organising written and spoken 

language 
 reading quickly enough to comprehend 
 persisting with and comprehending 

longer reading assignments 
 spelling 
 learning a foreign language 

 
A family history of dyslexia and persistent letter 
reversals after the age of seven are other signs to 
look out for. A more comprehensive list is available 
on DAS website: http://www.das.org.sg/about-
dyslexia/signs-and-symptoms.  
 

 
Parents should seek help as soon as possible. 
Catching them early is the key, instead of adopting 
the “wait and see” or the “wait to fail” approach. A 
2013 study conducted by the DAS has confirmed 
the findings of several early intervention studies 
that students who received intervention early 
achieved the most in literacy gains. While this is 
not to say that older students do not benefit, the 
advantages of early intervention is evident. If a 
parent suspects that their child may have dyslexia, 
sending him for a screening or an assessment 
early helps him receive early intervention. If 
anything, it would set the parents’ minds at ease 
and enable them to pursue different ways to 
empower their child. The DAS conducts free 
screenings and this may be a good way to start 
the process of getting the child the right help.  
Parents can visit http://www.das.org.sg/outreach-
awareness to find out more information on DAS’ 
dyslexia screening. 
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Due to the phonological deficit, children with 
dyslexia struggle to independently make 
connections between print and the corresponding 
sound, so one of the primary difficulties associated 
with dyslexia is the difficulty in reading. However, 
it's a plain and well demonstrated untruth that a 
child with dyslexia cannot be helped or will never 
be able to read effectively. With the right 
intervention provided by qualified specialist 
teachers, children will be able to cope with and 
overcome their difficulties.  
 

 
Dyslexia is not a childhood disability it is for life. 
However, a child can certainly be taught to 
overcome his difficulties with the right learning 
strategies and appropriate specialist intervention. 
Furthermore, there are many strengths which are 
known as gifts of dyslexia associated with dyslexia 
and many successful people attribute their success 
to it.  
 
A recent study revealed that 35% of entrepreneurs 
in the US have dyslexia.  As such, it would be best 
to harness the gifts and find ways to remove the 

barriers. 

 
Parents can encourage their child by sharing the 
stories of various successful people who have 
dyslexia. It would be even better if one of them is a 
role model or has similar interests to the child. 
Parents can share about the successful person’s 
challenges and how he overcame them.  
 
Parents can also ask questions about the child's 
experiences, listen to the child as he shares his 
perspective and acknowledge his feelings. Once 
parents have made a connection with the child, 
they can help him understand dyslexia and 
highlight the strengths that he has. Most 
importantly, assure the child that he will always 
have love and support from them and they will 
always be his advocate and support him.   
 
 
 



 65 

 

 

 

Education Exchange 



 66 

 

Education Exchange 

 
 
Most learners with dyslexia suffer from a 
phonological deficit and phonological awareness 
influences the ease with which they develop 
reading and spelling skills.  An important first step 
in improving phonological awareness is rhyme 
awareness.  So, encourage a pre-schooler to sing 
nursery rhymes and play rhyme games.  For slightly 
older learners, work on smaller units of sounds 
such as syllables, or single sounds (also known as 
phonemes) 
 
Rhyme games can take place anytime and 
anywhere, just ask them to tell you which two of the 
three words you’ve said are rhymes.  Or create a 
rhyme book – simply cut out pictures from old, 
discarded books and ask the child to locate a 
rhyming picture, for instance a picture of the sun 
could go with a picture of someone running.  Don’t 
forget to ask them what the word is. 
 

For older children, ask them what the first sound in 
a word is, ask them to tell you several other words 
that have the same first sound.  This can be played 
as a game where you take turns coming up with 
words that have the same starting sound.  You can 
also make them come up with funny phrases that 
have words that all begin with the same first sound 
(also known as alliteration) 
 

 
Most often, we encourage parents to engage their 
children in reading activities.  Even if a child is too 
young to read, the act of reading to the child has 
many benefits.  The development of listening and 
oral vocabulary is an important precursor to the 
development of reading and writing vocabulary. 
It’s important that parents point to the words as 
they read so that children can begin to form more 
concrete associations between the print and the 
sounds they hear. 
Having discussions about what they’ve read is a 
strategy used to enhance comprehension skills and 
oracy skills, so read a book that is of interest to the 
child and ask questions. 
 
Ask the child to retell the story to his/her siblings or 
grandparents.  Or continue the story in his/her own 
way.  Place a series of pictures with some key 

How parents can help young  
children at home 

 
by Geetha Shantha Ram  
Director—MOE-aided DAS 

Literacy Programme &  
Staff Professional Development 
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words and ask the child to form a story around the 
picture, using the key word.  Organise story-telling 
activities as part of family get-togethers. These are 
fun ways parents can support their learners in their 
literacy development. 

 

 
Parents can also aim to engage their children 
through all their senses.  Make learning literacy a 
multisensory experience. It is said that we retain 
only ten percent of what we hear and that figure 
grows every time you include other senses, and 
you have the potential to retain up to ninety 
percent of what you hear, see, say and do. 
 
If the child is ready for letter formation, parents 
can go beyond the pencil and paper methods and 
use a variety of materials like play dough, whip 
cream, sparkles, sand and pipe cleaners to 
encourage them to form letters.  When explaining 
something, like the meaning of a word, verbally 
model an example, show them what it means 
through visuals and illustrations and stick these 
images up on the walls or the fridge while asking 
the child to produce more examples with you. 
 

 
Children with dyslexia may often be confused and 
suffer from low self-esteem as a result of difficulties 
they encounter in school.  As such, parents’ 
understanding and support are crucial to raising 
their confidence in their learning ability. Working 
together to create expectations on what they can 
achieve in tests, or a specific task like reading, 
would demonstrate to the children that their 
parents are partnering them in this learning 

journey. Recognising achievements, no matter how 
small they may seem, recognises effort. After all, a 
journey of a thousand miles begins with and 
consists of many single steps. 
 

 
As the children may be too young to represent 
themselves and seek out the appropriate 
guidance, parents can support them by advocating 
for their needs.  Many people and professionals 
are involved in the support of a child, so parents 
may engage as many of them as possible to work 
together with them to enable their children 
towards success. 
 

 
I highly recommend that parents are fully aware of 
what dyslexia truly is.  Being the parent of a child 
with dyslexia need not be a lonely experience as 
they can get connected to a parent network for 
support and to stay current with news and 
developments about dyslexia.  Parents may also 
explain to their children about what dyslexia is in 
ways that they can understand and assure them 
that they are have as much potential as other 
children and they are loved.  When defining 
dyslexia, parents must not overlook the strengths it 
offers. 
 
A 2004 British study reported that 20% of 
entrepreneurs are likely to have dyslexia and in a 
more recent study from the US, the figures have 
risen to 35%.  Clearly there are dyslexic 
advantages, so parents can work towards 
identifying these in their children and boosting 
these skills in appropriate ways.  Parents can 
share success stories with their children, describing 
how many individuals with dyslexia had similar 
struggles and have worked hard to achieve great 
success in their fields. 
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Sean was scrawny, had a complex maze of scabs 
on his knees and a shock of spiky hair that hardly 
added to his short stature and led one to think he 
was in lower level than he actually happened to 
be.   While he stood, he seemed to constantly shift 
his weight from one leg to the other, possibly so 
as to retain his centre of gravity altered vastly by a 
hefty haversack. 
 
For weeks, while his classmates droned on about 
the expanse of their workloads as a result of the 
imminent Primary School Leaving Examinations 
(PSLE), yet Sean only ever hummed or murmured in 
monosyllables that I wondered if he spoke so as 
not to hear himself. A complete anomaly from the 
deep throated, assuring voices of superheroes 
declaring their arrival in the nick of time.  In fact, 
the only audible sounds that Sean produced 
unabashedly were times when he was seized by 
sudden bouts of uncontrolled sneezing.  
 
That ability alone could have made him an 
amusing hero in a children’s cartoon show! These 
bouts could occur at any given time during the 
lesson and were routine enough for his classmates 
and I to immediately adopt precautionary 
measures at the slightest onset. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My  

Hero ! 
 
 
by Jayashree Panicker 
Educational Therapist 
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The bouts have left snot spattered on elbows, 
table tops to worksheets, anything in its wake, 
thankfully much to the amusement of everyone 
and Sean himself.  I knew I had my work cut for 
me after the informal assessment. His ‘story’ had 
been a single squiggly tangle of words strung 
together that I had to contort my neck to read. 
 
His parents had talked about having him repeat 
Primary 6 during the mid-year Parent Teacher 
Conference (PTC). I wasn’t sure of how Sean was 
going to perform for his PSLE, but over the terms 
I had done the best I could ensuring that the DAS 
MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme (MAP) 
curriculum was implemented effectively  and 
catered to his learning style as best as possible, 
making sure to use engaging teaching materials 
to pique his interest and focusing on self-
discovery. These strategies seemed to help, as 
we progressed through the terms I noticed how 
Sean was gaining confidence during spelling. He 
would now make eye contact with me during the 
learning components in anticipation. He was 
also beginning to feel more at ease with writing 
activities, as they were broken down into 
manageable portions: beginning, middle and 
end. 
 
In fact, I was quite surprised when the Curriculum 
Based Assessments (CBA) revealed his progress 
in writing. He managed to complete a one page, 
engaging narrative based on picture stimulus 
using properly punctuated sentences and had 
made only a single spelling error! It seemed like 
he had made significant progress since the 
beginning of the year, as a result of a structured 
approach, however I wasn’t aware of the odds 
Sean had all this while. It was only during his 
recent PTC that I learnt Sean was due to have an 
operation in two days. I was shocked. He was 
found to have retinal detachment. He couldn’t 
see anything in his right eye.  
 
His mother was already crestfallen and spoke 
that she felt his eyesight could have impacted his 
learning difference.  I could barely conceal my 
shock, I was sharing with her that I hadn’t known 
about this at all. Sean hadn’t breathed a word 
about his eyesight. I then began flapping pages 
from Sean’s file in his mother’s face, trying to ask 
her if the font on the handouts had been too 
small for him. She seemed apologetic that she 
hadn’t informed me earlier and assured me that 
he had adequate vision in his other eye that 
probably tided him through. She, too, was 

surprised at the diagnosis. Sean hardly 
complained about his deteriorating vision, till of 
late.  
 
Sean’s eyesight was failing him and yet he 
pressed on to do the best he can at every 
lesson. I wasn’t easy on Sean, seeing as it was 
his PSLE year. I made sure to push him in his 
reading, spelling, reading comprehension and 
writing. I made sure tasks were challenging. I 
made sure he was going to spell phrases, string 
sentences with appropriate structure and 
punctuation, have a go at reading passages 
twice to improve fluency. Not a single time did I 
hear him breathe a single word of complain!  
 
What I truly realised was the heroic potential in 
Sean.  He may not have done well in his PSLE, 
but his grades and aggregate hardly reveal the 
extent of the person he really is. It is hardly a 
testimony of his strength, perseverance, 
persistence and grit, all of which are heroic 
qualities.  Following Sean’s example, I have 
made up my mind to complain a lot less, or not 
at all. I have to learn to take whatever is thrown 
at me in my stride with calmness and turn into 
something positive for myself.  I am heartened 
and thankful to have been his teacher and to be 
impacted in this profound manner. He is currently 
recovering from his first operation and will go for 
a follow-up shortly. He has also applied to 
attend Spectra Secondary School next year.  
 
Sean is truly a hero in my eyes and not just for 
his sniffling prowess anymore! I sincerely wish 
him all the best for his future endeavours. I hope 
his story inspires you that same way it has 
inspired me! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Name has been changed to protect  
the identity of the student 
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"...not only is there a preponderance of evidence 
that there is no academic benefit from retention in 
its many forms, but there also appear to be 
threats to the social-emotional development of the 
child subjected to such practices." as quoted by 
The National Association of Early Childhood 
Specialists. 
 
Preparing for Primary One is an iterative process 
and individual affair.  Preschoolers often develop 
at different speeds, so it can sometimes be hard 
to know when kids are not ready for primary 
school.  
 
While some six-year-olds are already reading, 
others can’t sequence letters A to Z yet. It is 
absolutely vital to help your child early especially 
if your child is facing literacy delay which is not 
subsequent to lack of literacy exposure or medical 
grounds.  
 
Other circumstances, such as lack of literacy 
exposure running out of prep time and/or children 
emerging from a non-English speaking 
background also benefit with support from early 
literacy intervention programmes. 
 
In Singapore, there are various avenues for 
support, and early intervention programmes such 

as SES Preschool Programme is truly a rescue 
mission for children identified with literacy delay 
with or without special needs. Early literacy 
intervention without doubt yields a wide range of 
positive effects both academically and 
emotionally. 
 
The aim of the SES Preschool Programme is to 
help preschoolers who are potentially at risk of 
dyslexia, or has developmental delay in early 
literacy, develop skills and strategies to become 
confident achievers when they enter primary 
school.  
 
The programme helps preschoolers acquire a 
good foundation in alphabet knowledge and 
phonograms, leading up to learning sight words 
essential for reading. These abilities gear them 
towards reading and spelling readiness. 
 
In class, your child will be assessed and taught 
according to his literacy learning needs, the 
curriculum will be tailored to your child’s level 
enabling him to overcome the road blocks he is 
facing.  He will also be taught strategies to cope 
with letter reversals. The programme follows a 
prescribed scope and sequence for systematic, 
teaching. 
 
Only when a child is assessed as being not ready 
or suitable for Primary One on medical grounds, a 
parent should seek approval from the Compulsory 
Education Unit for deferment of registration. Most 
times, all your child needs is a child-focused, small 
group setting providing concentrated help to 
bridge the gaps in his literacy development. 

Ready for Primary 1 
By Wong Kah Lai 

Preschool Programme Manager 
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Small  Student Gal lery 
Ian Koh, P5 Submitted by Ms. Amrit Kaur Gill, Bedok Learning Centre  
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Standing proudly with their works of art! 

Pictured above left to right, Yue Jia Xuan, Kyler Lai and 

William Choo all from Parkway Parade Learning Centre! 

Pictured left with his lion drawing is Ian Koh from Bedok 

Learning Centre 
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www.das.org.sg/embrace-dyslexia 
 

#dashugs photo competition 
 

Lots of prizes to be won! 


