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DAS Learning Centres 

Ang Mo Kio 
AMK 

Anderson Primary School 
T:  6452 1186  

Bedok 
BDK 

Fengshan Primary School 
T:  6444 6910 

Bishan 
BJ8 

Bishan Junction 8, #06-03 
T:  6250 0526 

Chinatown Point 
CTP 

Chinatown Point, #04-01 
T:  6538 1658  

Jurong Point 
JPT 

Jurong Point, #05-01 
T:  6594 0331/2 

Parkway Parade 
PWP 

Parkway Parade, #22-01/02 
T:  6440 0716 

Queenstown 
QTN 

Queenstown Primary School 
T:  6475 9535 

Sengkang 
SKG 

Blk 257C Compassvale Rd,  
#01-545   T:  6881 2072 

Tampines 
TPN 

Blk 162,163, Tampines St 12, 
#01-257   T:  6786 0838 

Woodlands 
WDL 

Blk 165, Woodlands St 13,  
#01-567   T:  6269 0730 

DAS Academy 
 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House   T:  6336 2555  
www.dasacademy.edu.sg 

DAS International 
Services 

73 Bukit Timah Road #05-01 
Rex House   T:  6643 9600/1  
www.dasint.org.sg 

DAS Specialist 
Assessment 

Services 

Chinatown Point, #04-01 
T:  6538 1658  

Chua Chu Kang 
CCK 

Blk 17, Teck Whye Lane  
#01-167   T:  6464 8609 

Yishun 
YSH 

Blk 932 Yishun Central 1  
#01-101   T:  6451 5582  

Rex House 
REX 

73 Bukit Timah Road, #05-01 
Rex House   T 6643 9600/1  

Aishah Binte Abdullah, Pushpaa Arumugam, Chris Chia, 
Christel Chue, Cheryl Cheong, Tuty Elfira, Amelia 
George, Amrit Kaur Gill, Muzdalifah Hamzah, Deborah 
Hewes, Ho Shuet Lian, Keshevinn Naidu, Anaberta 
Oehlers-Jaen, Lee Siang, Jacqueline Song, Siti Zahrah 
Syafiah, Shobana Vikraman, Wong Kah Lai, Karen Wong 
Tsing Tsing. 
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Welcome 
 

This is the final issue of FACETS for 2016 
and we have much to celebrate in this 
issue.  25 years of helping dyslexics 

achieve is demonstrated in many articles 
in this issue 

 
We also celebrate the success of our 

grduates and award winners, especially 
our Young Achiever Award winners 

Keshvinn and Christel who are pictured 
on the front cover! 

 
As we reflect on 2016 we look at how we 
have made a positive difference by the 

services we provide to families and 
individuals with learning differences. 

 
We will continue to build on Dr Jimmy 

Daruwalla’s legacy and we look forward 
to another exciting year ahead as we 

celebrate our 25th Anniversary 
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The Speech and Drama Arts (SDA) programme 
team proudly presented the year-end student 
production.  Last year we celebrated SG50, where 
we staged a play on Singapore History with 35 
students at the MDIS Auditorium last year. This 
year, we decided to stage adaptations of three 
Shakespearean plays with a total of 46 students.  
 

By Pushpaa Arumugam  
Artistic Director of Shakespeare 400 

Assistant Director of SES Enrichment Programmes 
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This year marks the 400th anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s death and we wanted to celebrate 
the legacy of the greatest playwright.  Many 
countries all over the world are celebrating his 
work as it has become eternal. 
 
We also wanted our students to appreciate 
Shakespeare's work and therefore we exposed 
them to his plays at a young age, using 
performance-based methods.  We used shortened 
and simplified versions of the selected plays and 
introduced them via suitable drama activities to 
scaffold the stories.  This has been highly beneficial 
for the students to understand the great poet and 
playwright’s work. 
 
Although it is an ambitious effort by the team, this 
would not have been possible by the support of 
DAS Executive Committee and the General 
Management Team.  My sincere thanks for the 
encouragement and support given throughout the 
year. 
 
The SDA team started working on the production in 
January this year.  My strong and dedicated team 

members have worked tirelessly these many 
months to make this production happen.  My 
heartfelt thanks to my team. 
 
I have to say, the parents of our students have 
given their full support throughout the preparation 
period for this production.  Their support, 
encouragement and trust gave the team the 
strength to continue our effort. Thank you, parents. 
 
Our dearest students have worked extremely hard 
displaying their hidden talents and potentials each 
week, despite the challenges they are facing. 
Thank you, students. 
 
Thank you all DAS staff from various divisions and 
departments who came forward to help and be 
part of the production.   
 
Lastly, every student at DAS has the potential to 
reach greater heights with consistent hard work 
and immense effort like our 46 students who 
performed Shakespeare 400.  Congratulations to all 
of our students who performed wonderfully! 

Pushpaa Arumugam pictured centre with her fun, energetic and creative Speech and Drama Team, (l to r)  

Corrine Ang, Amrit Kaur Gill, Pushpaa, Muzdalifah Hamzah and Shobana Vikraman 
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The Merchant of Venice is a play by William Shakespeare in which a 
merchant in 16th-century Venice must default on a large loan provided  

by a moneylender

Guiding the students through this amazing journey has indeed been incredible! I have seen the students 

determination in wanting to put up a good show. The students have not only  been dedicated to their role in the 

play but also motivate and selflessly help each other during rehearsals. I am extremely pleased to have guided these 

amazing children!   

 

By Shobana Vikraman 

Educational Therapist, Bedok Learning Centre 
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Lee Er is an adaptation of the Shakespeare story titled “King Lear”.  

With a localised twist, this story explore real life issues such as family,  
elderly care and greed. 

Teaching the students was indeed a remarkable journey! 

Through the various rehearsals, the children did go 

through a lot of peaks and valleys. However, the most 

important thing was that they never gave up. With 

determination, they put in their best effort and gave it 

their all.  Kudos to the children! 

 

By Amrit Kaur Gill 

Senior Educational Therapist,  

Bedok Learning Centre 

Teaching these students drama has been a wonderful 

opportunity for me. When I see them being so driven 

in the preparation of this performance, it inspires me 

to no end. I wish them all the best and to  

BREAK A LEG! 

 

By Siti Zahrah Syafiah 

Drama Instructor,  

Jurong Point Learning Centre 
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I am truly amazed by the commitment shown by 

our students for this play to happen. 

 

They accepted the responsibility of learning their 

lines and actions from the beginning  and 

persevered throughout until the actual day of the 

performance. They were able to maintain a 

positive attitude when dealing with challenges 

and constantly look out for each other during 

rehearsals. I hope this camaraderie builds their 

self-esteem and gives them a sense of achievement 

in this journey. 

 

By Muzdalifah Hamzah 

Senior Educational Therapist,  

Sengkang Learning Centre 
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a comedy written by William Shakespeare  

between 1590 and 1597.  

Midsummer Night’s Dream is one of the well-
known Shakespeare’s comedies. It is a challenge for any 
performer to deal with the many layers of skills required 
of them to translate the text into a performance piece.  

 
At one level, the written form of the Shakespearean 
language requires performer to first understand the 

meanings behind the words. The other layer for 
performers is to relate to a time and context that can be 
daunting as the life-style, culture and context are foreign 

to any contemporary performers. The third layer is to 
comprehend and master the element of comic timing to 
bring out the light-hearted moments of the play to the 

fore.  
 

With these challenges, it is only natural to take some 
liberties to tweak the play so it will allow our very young 
performers to get a simple glimpse and introduction into 

Shakespeare’s work. It was challenging for them but I am 
proud to say that they worked to their best and have 

come in with openness to experience something that is 
new to them.  

 
It was indeed fun to see the young actors each bring their 

personal flavour and style into their delivery. Hopefully, 

this short theatrical trip into Shakespeare’s literary work 

will inspire their own interest to read his other works. 

 

By Amelia George 

Production Consultant 
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DAS Carnival at Toa Payoh Hub 

By Chris Chia 
Assistant Director Learning Centres 
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To kick off the birthday celebrations and to 
showcase its past achievements, current services 
and future plans, a 25th Anniversary Carnival was 
held right in the heartland at Toa Payoh Hub on 
Saturday 8 October from 10am to 8pm.  The 
carnival is part of a year-long celebration.  DAS 
has lined up events this year that will draw on 
participation from not just its staff but also 
parents, caregivers, guardians, the public and its 
own dyslexic students.  

Ms Surjati Soekraman, Assistant Director, Head of 
DAS Outreach team commented that "The DAS 
25th Anniversary Carnival is the icing on the 
cake."  We couldn't agree more!  While a lot of 
work went into making the Carnival successful, we 
want to say a massive thank you to our sponsors 
and well wishers for making it happen.  
  
At the Carnival, besides fun and games, DAS was 
showcased to the public to help raise much 
needed awareness of Dyslexia.  The Toa Payoh 
Hub Atrium was the perfect venue that drew the 
weekend crowds to the colourful, innovative and 
informative displays and educational games at 
the Carnival.  
  
The day-long Carnival started at 10am, with 
curious onlookers standing by the side lines early 
morning while awaiting the arrival of our guest of 
honour, Mr Eric Lee, President of DAS Executive 
Committee, who later officially launched the 
Carnival with a strike of a gong. He later toured 

the Carnival with our VIPs and guests mingling 
with the public and staff alike.  
 
DAS history panels were a hit with the public with 
many checking out the colourful pictures and 
captions.  Participants also got their answers to 
questions by the emcee from these very helpful 
panels.  
 
The public were also presented with videos of 
what dyslexia is all about, a video montage of 
DAS and a 25th Anniversary greetings video from 
staff and friends on the huge LED screen on stage!  
 
So what did people on the ground think about the 
Carnival, really?  Here's what some had to say...  

"Entertaining", said Mr Jordan Chuah, 45, who 
resides nearby. He came to the Carnival with his 
family. He was impressed especially with the 
performances by DAS students and staff who sang 
and danced. "Very talented, indeed", he quipped.  
That changed his perception about dyslexic 
people. “And I liked the pictures that pop up 
instantly on the LED screen as you take them via 
Instagram!”  
  
Students, staff and guests performers presented 
items that ranged from modern motivational 
dances, Fit-jam exercise moves, football juggling, 
colorful folk dances, mesmerising hit songs to 
harmonious alto hits while videos and photos of 
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well wishers were streamed live over the huge 
LED screen at back of the stage for all to see.  
Mr Sam Ong, a property agent, said that he 
learned much about DAS and what it has to offer 
just by spending a few minutes browsing through 
our educational and games booths. He 
participated in some of the games while the DAS 
staff responded to his queries on relevant 
educational programmes for students with 
learning difficulties.  Mr Ong remarked that he 
thought he was a bit too old when trying out the 
games but then he thoroughly enjoyed playing 
them.   
  
By late afternoon, there was no evidence of the 
crowd downsizing.  While the buzz and excitement 
continuing both on and off stage, the public 
became more comfortable with the DAS staff at 
the booths who encouraged participants to have 
a go at the games and quizzes so that they can 
go get their free gifts at the nearby redemption 
counter.  
 
While the games were a whizz for younger 
participants, seniors needed prompting and 
encouragement from our cheerful and enthusiastic 
staff.  Hesitant adults were seen wanting more 
once they got into the swing of it! 
 
 

Not only did we see long queues at the 
redemption counters but the all day give-away at 
the popcorn and candy stall was a hit!  Both 
young and old queued patiently for their turn, just 
to have a taste of delicious snacks! 
  
Before, we knew it, evening set in. Most members 
of the public we spoke to agreed that while they 
had enjoyed the shows on the stage and they 
had gained knowledge about dyslexia.  Now, with 
that, the Carnival achieved its aim of raising 
awareness! 
  
Though most of us looked worn out when the 
show ended at about 8pm, many agreed they do 
not want to wait another 25 years for another DAS 
Carnival!  That said!, well done DAS! 
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By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 

 
Eric Lee, DAS President spoke about Dr Daruwalla, 
“Dr Jimmy Daruwalla, founding President of DAS 
who passed away on 6 July this year.  Jimmy was 
President since we first registered as a society in 
1991.  His dedication has contributed immensely 
to the growth of DAS.  He was especially keen to 
encourage those with dyslexia to focus on their 
strengths rather than their weaknesses and to 
remove the social stigma of dyslexia.” 
 
The guest of honour was Ms Low Yen Ling, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and 

Ministry of Trade and Industry, Mayor, South West 
CDC.  In her speech on the evening she remarked, 
“I congratulate DAS on your 25th anniversary, the 
success of your core literacy and other academic 
programmes and for your efforts to increasingly 
create and deliver a comprehensive and holistic 
range of programmes for children and people 
with dyslexia.  I am sure the memory of the late Dr 
Daruwalla will spur you on and raise DAS to even 
greater heights in the next 25 years!”. 
 
Lee Siang, DAS CEO, announced, “DAS will 
continue to be very busy in the next 25 years.  We 
look to the continuing support of MOE, all donors 
and guests and of course our Exco and staff 
members to help us achieve our goal of providing 
a truly comprehensive and holistic range of 
programmes for our clients!  We will build on Dr 
Daruwalla’s legacy and bring DAS and our 
programmes and services to a new level for the 
children and people with dyslexia we serve. 
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Ms Low Yen Ling pictured above with Dr Zubin J Daruwalla and DAS President Mr Eric Lee.  The DAS Executive 

Committee is pictured below, from left to right, Mr Vincent Chen, Mrs Cynthia Tan, Mr Kaka Singh, DAS CEO Mr Lee 

Siang, Mr Eric Lee, Ms Low Yen Ling, Mr Kevin Kwek, Mr Rajaram, Mr Kesavapany and Dr Zubin Daruwalla. 
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In appreciation of DAS partnership in providing 
opportunities for the pupils of Seng Kang Primary 
to learn and serve the community, the Excellence 
Award for Partners was presented to DAS during 
Seng Kang Primary School’s Awards Day held on 
17 November 2016. 
 
Pupils from Seng Kang Primary School’s English 
Comes Alive Club came together to help raise 
funds for DAS through their school’s Values-in-
Action programme from 18 April to 21 April 2016.  
 

To help their fellow schoolmates understand the 
cause they are contributing to, a short skit was 
presented to the whole school during the morning 
assembly on the first day of this fundraising event. 
Club members also gave a short presentation 
during recess and shared with their schoolmates 
about dyslexia and how everyone could help the 
dyslexic community in Singapore.  They expressed 
that it was an invaluable learning opportunity for 
them as they were involved in the entire donation 
drive, from the onset of the programme, to the 
counting of the donations. They also witnessed and 
realised the importance of having integrity and 
transparency in fundraising. 
 
It is an honour for us to receive this award and we 
certainly look forward to a more meaningful 
partnership in the years to come! 

An Excel lence Award for DAS! 
By Jacqueline Song 

Head of Fundraising 
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This year we have had numerous press interviews, 
in print, online, on radio and television.  All of our 
media hits are listed on our DAS website under 
News and Events and we also share them on our 
Facebook page. If you are interested in what we 
have to say then you can keep up to date by 
reading the news links on our website. 
 
Recently, our CEO, Lee Siang has had a few letters 
printed in the papers and we share one with you 
here.   
 
 
 
 

Voices, TODAY, 30 November 2016 
 

MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE FOR 
STUDENTS WITH DYSLEXIA 

 
“The Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) was 
heartened to read the report “Pupil overcomes 
dyslexia, difficult childhood to pass PSLE” (Nov 25). 
 
It featured Da Qiao Primary School pupil Sri John 
Albert David, who, despite his dyslexia and initial 
struggles with English and Mathematics, overcame 
his difficulties and did well to qualify for the 
Normal (Academic) stream in secondary school. 
 
The DAS wishes to emphasise that dyslexia has an 
impact not only on the ability of a pupil to learn 
English, but also on the learning of other 
languages and academic subjects. 
 
In Singapore, especially, where maths exams have 
a high percentage of word problems, dyslexic 
students must first struggle to read and 
comprehend the word problems before they can 
tackle them. 
 
Additionally , pupils with dyslexia have specific 
areas of difficulty that can affect their 
mathematical performance, such as poor short-
term and working memory, reversals in word and 
number sequencing, and in the reading of word 
problems. 
 
These difficulties can impede a child’s ability to 
understand concepts such as number 
relationships, perform calculations, place value, 
grapple with timetable and follow through with 
multi-step calculations. 
 
The DAS notes that no two children are alike, and 
the above may not apply to all children with 
dyslexia. 
 
It is imperative, however, that more be done to 
help students with dyslexia in Singapore to 
overcome their difficulties in other languages and 
academic subjects, apart from reading, spelling 
and writing. 
 

Mr Lee Siang 
CEO 

Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

DAS in the News 
By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 
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Parents, you can now connect with other parents 
to share your experience and knowledge of 

raising a child with dyslexia.   
 

Join us on Facebook now. 
 

DAS Parents Network  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 
 

Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 

 

www.facebook.com/dysSG 
 

DAS Academy Ltd 
 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy 
 

DAS International Services  
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational 
 

DAS Student Alumni 
 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 
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At the ceremony, DAS Academy also presented 
certificates to 16 Postgraduate Certificate and 
Postgraduate Diploma graduates in Special 
Education Needs; 3 Master of Arts in Specific 
Learning Differences graduates; 19 Specialist 
Diploma in Specific Learning Differences 
graduates; 31 Specialist Diploma in Education 
Therapy graduates; and 19 Diploma in Special 
Education (Dyslexia) for Allied Educator 
graduates. 
 
There were 3 valedictorians who made their 
valedictorian speeches outlining their educational 

journey with DAS Academy and how their 
programmes has helped them better understand 
the needs of children with special learning needs. 
 
We congratulate everyone and wish them all the 
best in their journey of supporting individuals with 
learning differences succeed! 

 
By Cheryl Cheong 

Senior Publicity & Publications Officer 
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The 216 graduating students from the MOE-aided 
DAS Literacy Programme (MAP) this year have 
attained a competency in literacy that will 
facilitate their success in school and their overall 
learning journey.  There are also students who are 
receiving the DAS Special Achievement Awards 
who have demonstrated exceptionally high levels 
of commitment and determination in their pursuit 
of success in Sport, Arts or simply All Round 
Excellence. 
 

 
By Lee Siang 

DAS CEO  
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Today, we also celebrate the success and 
achievements of our alumni, past students who 
have continued to excel.  We are very pleased to 
present the DAS Young Achievers Award to 
Christel Chue Li Hui and Keshvinn Naidu.  We look 
forward to these outstanding young people being 
an inspiration and role-model to our current 
students.  I am sure parents present will also take 
heart from their fine example. 
 
Once again, we are presenting awards to students 
who have made outstanding progress while on 
programmes delivered by the DAS Specialised 
Educational Services (SES). SES saw its enrolment 
cross 1,100 students in 2016.  This is led by the 
Preschool and Maths programmes with almost 300 
student each. The English Exam Skills and Chinese 
programmes also saw enrolment of more than 100 
students. This is an indication of the varied 
challenges children with dyslexia face across age 
groups, languages and school subjects and the 
importance of providing a wide range of 
programmes for them. 
 
While we applaud the achievements of our 
students, we must not forget the DAS Educational 
Therapists (EdT) who work ceaselessly in support 

of their students.  As part of the ceremony, we will 
be presenting the MAP EdT of the Year Award to 
acknowledge the incredible work EdTs do in our 
classrooms. The MOE-aided DAS Literacy 
Programme now has an enrolment of almost 3,100 
primary and secondary school students. MAP 
compliments the Ministry of Education's School 
Dyslexia Remediation Programme which is now 
available in all primary schools.  These 
developments reflect the significant number of 
school-age children whom we still have to reach 
out to identify and help. The corresponding need 
for more dedicated and well-trained EdTs is also 
paramount. 
 
Let us once again congratulate all our graduates 
and award winners and wish them every success 
in their future endeavours! 
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In his speech he said, “As we celebrate and 
recognise the accomplishment of every student 
who will be graduating from DAS or who have 
made good progress, I urge you to continue 
learning and to discover your areas of interest 
and strength.  Your learning should never stop. 
Continue to make a difference in your own 
special way and be a role model to those 
around you.   
 
Needless to say, the involvement of parents has 
an impact on students’ progress and attitudes 
towards the dyslexia remediation. I am sure the 
parents here today have played a big role in 
supporting your children’s journey. On this note,  
I would like to congratulate each one of you for 
helping your children come this far.  
 
I had the opportunity to visit a DAS Learning 
Centre last week and spent some time 
interacting with both staff and students.  This 
enabled me to better understand the work of the 
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DAS. MOE will continue to work with DAS to 
support students with dyslexia.  
 
I would like to mention the late Dr Jimmy 
Daruwalla, founding President of DAS who 
passed away in July this year.  I had the 
pleasure of meeting Dr Daruwalla and was 
touched by his concern for children with dyslexia 
and commitment to expanding and improving 
the work of DAS.  He championed the cause of 
Dyslexia and sought to create awareness about 
the condition.  In 1991, he registered DAS as a 
society and became its founding president.  Dr 
Daruwalla's passion to provide the best possible 
support for students with dyslexia has resulted in 
the growth of DAS into the organisation we see 
today. For his dedication and contributions to 
dyslexic children of Singapore, Dr Daruwalla was 
awarded the Tabla! Community Champion 
award in 2011.  His contributions to the dyslexia 
community in Singapore will be acknowledged 
and I am sure DAS will continue his legacy by 
bringing its programmes and services to the next 
level. 
 
Once again congratulations to all students.” 
 
DAS thanks Dr Janil Puthucheary for supporting 
the DAS Graduation and Awards Ceremony. 

A token of appreciation was presented to Dr Janil 
Puthucheary on the day.  He received a unique art 
piece created by DAS Student Service Assistant , 

Fadhlin Abdul Ghani in collaboration with four pre-
schoolers, Siti Nur Ummayah Shafiqah Binte Sahrin,  

Muhammad Noor Shadiqqin Bin Sahrin,  Valerie 
Wong, Shasweena Keshini,  all from Woodlands 

Learning Centre. 
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A token of Appreciation was given to DAS Patron Mrs Goh Chok,  
A painting called “Words of Hope” by Laura Lim Ziyun (15) from 
Bishan Learning Centre.  Laura explains the meaning behind the 

painting, “For every dark situation, there is always a bright solution” 
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REFLECTION 
 
I first attended DAS in 2011 when I was in Primary 
5.  Since then, I have made many awesome 
friends with whom I still keep in touch with today. 
I am grateful to have been taught by patient and 
kind-hearted teachers at DAS Tampines like 
Teacher Siti and Teacher Nuraini throughout my 6 
years there.  They gave me many wonderful 
memories that I will cherish for the rest of my life. 
I am very blessed to have had the support of my 
family, especially my parents, DAS and teachers 
in East Spring Secondary School, in particular, Mr 
Derick Tan, who never failed to motivate and 
help me realise my strengths and potential to 
become the person that I am today. Thank you 
very much from the bottom of my heart! 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL 
Sofia Bte Abdollah,  
Educational Therapist: Tampines Learning Centre 
 
I first taught Melissa in 2011. She was still in P6 
then and sitting for her PSLE.  I remembered her 
as a pleasant and mild-mannered young girl who 
got along very well with her fellow classmates 
despite their differences. She struck me as 
someone who, under her quiet composure, was 
hiding a continuously simmering spirit of 
perseverance and positivity despite her learning 
challenges.  Even up to this day, I am proud to 
say that not only has it not wavered, she has 
continued to impress and inspire others with it, 
including her school teachers. Her resilience and 
strength of character shone through with her 
successful execution of various leadership 
responsibilities and duties. Her readiness to give 
back and help others who are also faced with 
challenges made her a well-respected individual 
amongst her peers. She is an exemplary role 
model of what the Singapore education system 
hopes to shape in our students – a confident, self-
directed learner who actively contributes to 
society. These are positive values and character 
traits that deserve special recognition and 
students with dyslexia should strive to emulate.   

 

Melissa receiving her award from DAS Patron  

Mrs Goh Chok Tong 



 39 

 

 

 

REFLECTION 
 
I started DAS in Term 4 of 2015. Before joining 
DAS, I was very shy and had low confidence in 
reading and writing. However, within a year,  
I am able to build up my confidence in reading 
and writing. I have also gotten compliments from 
my school teacher that I have improved for my 
checkpoints. Even though I have regular trainings 
in school for my Taekwondo, I would always 
make time to come for my DAS lessons weekly.  
I truly enjoy my lessons in DAS. I have to thank my 
mother for being my greatest confidante who 
believes in me and supports me throughout.  
I also would like to thank my teachers in school 
and DAS for the consistent support, words  
of encouragement and for moulding me to be 
who I am today. 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL 
Siti Asjamiah Asmuri,  
Educational Therapist: Tampines Learning Centre 
 
Stansie excels well beyond her academics.  
She is only seven years old and is an active and 
enthusiastic Taekwondo student in her school, 
who goes for training every Tuesday to Saturday 
without fail.  She has garnered 1st Place in the 
National School Games Taekwondo 
Championships 2016 for Junior Division Girls in 
her Poomsae Team, Silver and Bronze Medals in 
the Nestle Koko Krunch Junior Taekwondo 
Championships 2016 and last but not least,  
Gold and Bronze medals in the 10th National 
Taekwondo Poomsae Championships 2016.  
She manages her time well to balance both her 
studies and training schedule and still comes to 
DAS class on time. 

 

Stansie receiving her award from DAS Patron  

Mrs Goh Chok Tong 
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REFLECTION 
 
I am very happy to receive this award and I 
would like to thank DAS for allowing me to 
receive this award. I would also like to thank my 
teacher Ms V. Nithya as she was the one who 
recommended me to get it. 
 
 
TESTIMONIAL 
V. Nithya 
Educational Therapist: Sengkang Learning Centre 
 
Amanda has now been in a Synchronised 
Swimming team for 4 years. She has been to 
Hong Kong and Macau to represent her team 
and take part in competitions. She trains with 
diligence and she sees the results when she goes 
for competitions. I would like to recommend her 
as she shows exceptional spirit in both her 
academics and her swimming. She has 3 gold 
medals, 1 silver and 1 bronze from the various 
competitions she was involved in.    
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MOE-aided DAS Literacy Programme (MAP) Educational Therapists (EdTs) provide literacy intervention 
as well as other forms of support to DAS students. Often, they are called on to act as listening ears and 
sympathetic shoulders to lean on. They care for their students’ social and emotional well-being and 
partner parents, schools and other professionals in the educational journey of their students. 
 
This award is a tribute to the invaluable service provided by EdTs to enable our learners to succeed in 
their literacy efforts. The selection for the “MAP EdT of the Year” is purely through nominations by fellow 
colleagues.  
 
When colleagues nominate their “MAP EdT of the Year”, they are also required to select a range of 
characteristics that they feel the candidate has that will place them in the running for the award.  
  
 Team Player 
 Role Model 
 Passionate 
 Professional 
 Conscientious 
 Caring 
 Helpful 
 Knowledgeable 
 Enthusiastic 
 Shows Initiative 

 
The selection process is rigorous as we want to ensure that 
the winning candidates are worthy of the award. 

 

MAP EdT of the Year top 5 qualities: 
Knowledgeable 
Team Players 
Passionate 

Role Models 
Show Initiative   

 
The three EdT Awardees pictured below 
from left to right, Winnie Wee Poh Hua, 
Roslan Sa’ad and Phoebe Goh Huimei 
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Roslan Sa’ad is a veteran Educational Therapist. 
He has been with the DAS since 2001. He briefly 
left the organisation in March 2013 to pursue a 
career with a VWO dealing in social and 
educational spheres. During the period of his 
departure from DAS, Roslan continued teaching 
on a part-time basis with DAS on Sundays. His 
deep passion and interest in teaching spurred 
him to return to DAS 9 months later. In 2014, 
Roslan dual specialised in Maths and started 
teaching Maths classes in 2015. He is also an 
active contributor to the Maths team. 
Notwithstanding this, he has also conducted 
sharing sessions with parents so as to work hand 
in hand with them in helping children with 
learning issues. 

Phoebe Goh Huimei joined DAS in 2009.  In 2013, 
she began supporting the Staff Professional 
Development team  by taking on the role of 
Educational Advisor and she started providing 
advice and guidance for new Educational 
Therapists. Following this, a need arose for 
someone to take on the role of Coordinator for 
training of new Educational Therapists, Phoebe 
stepped up and took on the role. Phoebe has 
always been a forthright person who has a keen 
sense of responsibility. In 2015, Phoebe stepped 
down from being an Educational Advisor as well 
as coordinator as she wanted to pursue a 
Masters in Counselling. 
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Winnie Wee Poh Hua joined DAS in 2012.  She is 
currently teaching at the Sengkang Learning 
Centre. She is a well-respected Educational 
Therapist and the “go-to” person for fellow 
educational therapists who need help and 
support at her learning centre. She has also 
formally helped the Staff Professional Division 
(SPD) as a supervising teacher to new 
educational therapists. She is also dual 
specialised in Maths. Winnie is also well known 
for going the extra mile in helping her fellow 
colleagues. 
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Sri John is a Primary 6 student from Da Qiao 
Primary School who started Maths remediation 
with me in February 2016.  Within a very short time 
he became popular with all the students in his 
class and also with the students before and after 
his class.  They called him 'BIG, FRIENDLY GIANT' 
as he always sailed in and out of Maths class with 
a cheerful smile and gave generous advice to 
motivate fellow dyslexic peers.  He was always 
greeted with, 'Hi, big, friendly, giant,' and his face 
would light up beaming from ear to ear.   
 
In class, he was able to catch on to Maths 
concepts readily and he would systematically 
work out challenging word problems applying 
appropriate heuristics.  He would then share his 
strategy for solutions on the whiteboard and 
explain the steps simply and logically.  The class 
listened with awe as he made the sums so easy to 
solve. SRI JOHN IS SIMPLY A GREAT TEACHER!    
 

With a positive attitude and a consistent keen 
interest in Mathematics, he has made his dream 
come true- he obtained a Grade 1 in PSLE 
Foundation Maths and another Grade 1 in PSLE 
Foundation Science.  For English and Tamil he 
scored a Grade 2.  With this, he has qualified to 
enter the Normal Stream in Secondary School.  
 
WELL DONE, SRI JOHN! YOU DESERVE IT! KEEP UP 
YOUR EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE IN EVERYTHING 
THAT YOU DO! 
 
Sri John's advice to dyslexic students who struggle 
like him is: 
 

''It is like a race. You run and you will fall down. 
But you have to get up. You have to cross the 

finish line.  have dyslexia but I can get high 
marks. So, why can't you?" 

 
By Aishah Abdullah ‘Albel’ 

Maths Educational Therapist 
Bishan Learning Centre 

Sri John pictured above with Albel, his Maths Teacher, 

and on the left with his grandparents at the Student 

Graduation and Awards Ceremony where Sri John was 

awarded a Maths Good Progress Award. 
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I would first like to begin with the start to my 
journey, when I was 8 years old my parents 
discovered I was dyslexic. I remembered my 
mother trying to button my shirt and tie my shoe 
laces, how she would try her best to teach me 
and no matter how hard I tried, I could never 
really do It. My mother was very frustrated so she 
did some research and she sent me for a test.  It 
was assessed that I was dyslexic. Being an 8-
year-old I did not really understand the term and 
I saw no weight to it. My mother was very afraid 
and she worried for my future. 
 
I then enrolled in the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore, it was a new start for me, something I 
thought I would never experience. I met teachers 
who would teach me and many more lecturers 
that have been there for my journey. I learned 
about myself and what I want to achieve as well 
as how far I can go. 
 
At the time, I was in primary school and I was 
told I was dyslexic, I recall receiving additional 
time for my exams. When I was given that extra 
time, my classmates teased me. It can be very 
demoralizing at times. However, when I would 
attend the DAS lessons, it would be an escape, a 
home away from home. I loved that feeling as I 
stepped into class every Thursday and every 
Saturday. I had that feeling for 10 years and it 
never changed.  
 
I moved on to go to secondary school, I could 
progress to Ping Yi Secondary School under the 
normal academic stream. While I was there I did 
my best and during my studies in the normal 
academic stream I received an A1 for my English 
in the GCE N Level examinations. It was a big 
personal achievement for me. Because I was 
never very good at English and I only learnt to 
read and write at the age of 9 years old and It 
was a real struggle. My teachers would 
understand where I am coming from when I said 
I really couldn’t read and write.  
 
No matter how hard I tried for me to achieve that 
was a very big thing for me. I moved on to doing 
my GCE O Levels, I tried my best but I did not do 
so well. I received an aggregate of 28 points. 
 

This would mean that I could only continue my 
education in ITE under the higher Nitec. At first I 
was very devastated, I was incredibly sad. The 
stigma is when someone goes to ITE it’s the end. 
A very sad but true statement, as this is the 
stigma of the public. However, when I went to 
ITE, my eyes were open. I met people that I 
thought I would never meet. I had fantastic 
lecturers one of them is Mr. Marvin Ho, my class 
advisor. He never gave up on me and always 
gave me opportunities. I worked very hard under 
the specialised program for hospitality. The 
training was done in such a way that it was 
hands on and fun and we were graded for that.  
 
I was appointed the president of the Green 
Ambassador Club. A Champion Club in ITE that 
functions to run student driven initiatives and give 
students the opportunity to be heard. Give the 
everyday student the opportunity to do things 
they would never be able to do. I was the 
President of this club. I just stepped down a few 
weeks ago.  
 
I have been recognised my things that I thought I 
would never be able to achieve, but at the end 
of the day it is important to recognise that the 
students who are graduating today, your journey 
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has just begun all the things you have learned 
from the time you have been in DAS. Will not 
only determine what you do but what you 
achieve. If you work very hard and remember all 
the teachings of your teachers, then you will go 
incredibly far. 
 
There were times where I was down and I didn’t 
know what to do. I would remember Mrs. 
Karen’s advice, I would remember her teachings 
and I would understand what I had to do. I 
couldn’t count how many times that has 
happened. A huge thank you to Mrs. Karen for 
all your time spent in me and teaching me for 10 
years.  
 
A big thank you to my mother and father who 
have always been there for me and supported 
me and helping me become who I am. Thank 
you mom and dad I love you.  
 
I would also like to thank Mr. Marvin Ho, My 
class advisor in ITE, he had the most confidence 
and faith in me, faith I didn’t even have in 
myself, he guided me and inspired me and if not 
for him I would not be in front of you today. 
Thank you, Mr. Marvin.  
 
I would like to share a quote that guided me, 
 

  

Keshvinn pictured above with the DAS Patron, Mrs Goh 
Chok Tong and DAS President, Mr Eric Lee. 
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Handling most 18 year olds, can indeed be challenging and stressful. 

However, Keshvinn has been awesome - he's been a friend & an obedient son, 

diligent in his work, responsive with a great sense of humour as well. How 

time flies - from being a tough dyslexic child, totally dependent on his parent 

to being a well-mannered, conscientious & industrious 19 year old. 

Surprisingly, the changes happened within the last 2 years - the 

transformation has made us proud and happy. He continues being like any 

normal teenager but remains sensible. Of course, life in Polytechnic will 

progressively demand a lot more but we believe Keshvinn will grow in stature 

and self-assurance and we hope he will continue to achieve and reach his 

potentials. 

 

Our sharing to other parents are, believe in your kids, allow them to fall, 

experience and support them when they need you. Pay attention to the little 

things - have regular conversations, check how they are doing at school, 

regular family time, one on one. Try to go into their world, understand the 

type of friends they have and their interests. This helps to cement your 

relationship and elevates your child's confidence which promotes his success. 

Allow them to make decisions, but tell them how you might do it in their shoes 

and what you felt about their decisions - without being negative. Faith and 

prayer has channelled us together in this journey, thus, we give thanks also to 

God. 

 

This is only a start for Keshvinn and we look forward to him reaching greater 

heights and many more achievements . 

 

Charles and Jyoti 

(Keshvinn's parents) 
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I was greeted with a feeling of nostalgia at the 
2016 DAS Student Graduation and Awards 
Ceremony, unlike previous years. Walking into the 
decades old Kallang theatre on Saturday 26 
November, was no ordinary Saturday.  Not only 
did it bring back a wave of good old nostalgia, it 
also brought back wonderful feelings of 
reminiscence and expectancy. I was engulfed with 
excitement, expecting to catch not only a pre-
ceremony glimpse of my graduating students in 
rehearsal  but also in particular my ex-student 
Keshvinn Naidu whom I am so proud of.  
 
Keshvinn has been doing well in his Higher NITEC 
course in Hospitality Studies at ITE. He enjoys the 
challenges since he graduated from DAS in June 
2014. Keshvinn hopes to enrol at the polytechnic 
and eventually to a university of his choice. To 
date, he was garnered several awards, one of 
which was a Lee Kuan Yew nomination award.  
 
He was due to make a speech as a recipient of 
the DAS Young Achiever's Award (YAA ) to an 
audience several hundred crowd audience on 
stage at Kallang Theatre. Among the 
distinguished guests were DAS Exco members, 
Mrs Goh Chok Tong and Minister of State, Ministry 

of Communications and Information and Ministry 
of Education, Dr Janil Puthucheary, gracing the 
ceremony on top of DAS students, parents, DAS 
staff and Educational Therapists amongst the 
audience. 
 
When I chatted with my students and Keshvinn, it 
was like a reunion of souls. Keshvinn had an air of 
confidence and mentioned what he intended to 
say for his speech. My flashbacks of teaching the 
students in class brought back many happy and 
challenging times together. After all, life was not a 
bed of roses everyday with the many difficulties 
and bitter-sweet struggles students face every 
single day at school. 
 
Chatting with Keshvinn, in particular brought me 
back to 2005 when I started my teaching career 
with DAS. Keshvinn was just Primary 3, a student 
at Opera Estate Primary.  He was not much taller 
than my class whiteboard ledge. Now he is  a 
towering stature of around 1.8m!  Keshvinn was 
one of my first students, eager to learn, ask 
questions, never missing a day of DAS class. 
When some of his classmates left DAS, Keshvinn 
persevered and told me he wanted to stay on till 
he graduated from DAS.  So he did!  Keshvinn's 

By Karen Wong Tsing Tsing 
Senior Educational therapist 

Bedok Learning Centre 
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parents were ever so supportive, from the time 
he took his PSLE to his N levels and O levels. 
They never failed to partake in our semester 
parent-teacher meetings and provided 
constructive, honest feedback; both on how well 
or poorly he fared in different aspects of school 
life, where understandably the report book was 
always at the core of our conversations, other 
than the DAS progress report. 
 
I kept an open mind and fine tuned his parent's 
expectations. As his Educational Therapist, I  
encouraged his parents that Keshvinn had a lot 
to offer, besides academic studies and that 
dyslexic students often have other talents and 
gifts of their own and we needed to continue to 
inspire confidence in him.  I also reminded 
Keshvinn that there are many dyslexics who 
were successful in their lives, such as our 
founding Prime Minister the late Mr Lee Kuan 
Yew and F1 racing legend Sir Jackie Stewart.  
 
In 2008, Keshvinn grabbed the opportunity of a 
lifetime to meet famous dyslexic Sir Jackie 
Stewart when he came to Singapore held in 
conjunction with a DAS event.  I could see the 
glimmer of hope when Keshvinn spoke 
enthusiastically of his meeting with Sir Jackie 
Stewart.  Notwithstanding his short term memory, 
Keshvinn related every single detail on his 
meeting with the legend when he came for 
class.   
 
Ironically, in his primary school years, Keshvinn 
used to leave behind his personal belongings in 
school. He was frequently faulted for his 
disorganisation and short-term memory, yet he 
did not let this bring him down. 
 
The one thing that has etched on my memory is 
how steadfast his parents were in continually 
believing in him; how Keshvinn and his parents 
stayed true to the course and they supported 
him in both good and challenging times to 
where he is today, a fine young man.   
 
Today, I applaud Keshvinn for his fine, 
motivating speech; and he did this without 
reading from a script!  Beneath a smartly attired  
Keshvinn, is a sentimental soul.  I felt, the words 
came from his heart.   
 
Keshvinn conveyed a sense of gratefulness, 
empathy and honesty as he addressed all DAS 
students in the audience in an awe-inspiring 

quote which had inspired him at some points in 
the 19 years of his life;  
 

 
My advice to all parents and educators is not to 
give up on your dyslexic child for they are 
unique individuals.  Celebrate the highs together 
and be there to support and encourage them 
when they are experiencing the lows.  You could 
be their ultimate pillar of support when you least 
expect it! 
 
Best wishes to Keshvinn, to all DAS graduates 
and award recipients! 
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Eight years in DAS flew by in a jiff. Having been 
attending lessons from primary 1 to secondary 2,  
I was disappointed upon knowing my graduation 
back then.  I enjoyed the lessons conducted at 
DAS as they were fun and interactive. Till now, the 
time spent at DAS remains one of the best parts of 
my life because of the many happy memories.  
 
When I started in primary 1, my mom realised that 
I had problems in reading, spelling and even in 
writing my own name. She initially thought I was a 
late bloomer but tests indicated that I was 
dyslexic. My school results were less than 
mediocre but the teachers at DAS were very 
supportive and encouraging.  
 
They never once made me feel that being dyslexic 
was a disability but rather they helped me to 
understand and work on my strengths and 
weaknesses. I became articulate and outspoken 
and willing to take challenges along the way.   
   
Having graduated from DAS, it is now 
independent learning so that I do not slip back 
into the dyslexia state. The fundamentals 
established through my DAS years has helped me 
to juggle my time with commitments in school and 
extra-curricular activities. I enjoy what I am doing 
because it is no longer studying to improve myself 
but learning to achieve and go beyond my own 
strengths and weaknesses.  
 
I am thankful for the teachers that have guided 
and supported me along the way, namely Ms 
Geetha and Ms June.  I have very fond memories 
of their classes and them personally. They were 
very patient in teaching and helping me 
understand concepts.  
 
To all graduating students, great job in coming 
thus far. This is just the beginning of the start, and 
the journey ahead requires one to persevere but I 
know will be rewarding in retrospect when we 
achieve our goals. I would like to end off with a 
quote that I firmly believe and has motivated me 
at times when I felt like giving up. “The best 
preparation for tomorrow is doing your best 
today.”  
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From the Perspective of a  

 
by Wong Kah Lai 
Specialised Educational Services  
Preschool Programme Manager 
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My point, pre-schoolers are sent for early 
intervention classes.  For their own good.  With the 
best of intentions.  Them liking it, or not, doesn’t 
really seem to matter so much… or so I thought.  
 
That thought vaporised the moment I first saw 
some of the “feedback” coming back from 
students.  
 
Preschoolers do have a voice, as young as they 
are.  I am humbled by their responses and the 
way they express their heartfelt feelings.  A sad 
face circled in, with tears drawn in and coloured.  

An angry face, coloured in bold red with thunder 
bolts drawn beside it.  
 
I have been doing programme evaluation for DAS 
Preschool Programme (early literacy intervention) 
coming up to three years since coming on board 
at DAS from the middle of 2013.  I have been 
looking at patterns and trends and grappling with 
best practices, trying to get into the heads of these 
young children, wondering how I can even their 
learning odds by improving the programme.  
 
I know my team are doing their utmost best in our 
race against time and in the face of challenging 
odds.  We discovered during our free public 
screening exercise for pre-schoolers that the need 
is great.  Some early literacy profiles that we saw, 
are weaker than the weakest we currently see in 
our intervention classrooms.  That means, these 
children will likely fall behind more at Primary One 
than those already in our system, receiving help 
and support. 
 
As a result, two things needed to happen quickly 
and simultaneously. 
 
One, more preschool awareness talks – public 
education can make a difference in helping K1 
and K2 children getting to us.  
 
Two, change the learning experience. How can 
the learning experience within the early 
intervention be improved?  Made more fun and 
challenging while working children harder on 
improving in their areas of weaknesses? How can 
we equip these K1 and K2 students with early 
literacy skills and strategies that they can 
immediately apply back into their regular 
classrooms on a daily basis? How can we arm 
them with competencies needed to pave their own 
road to learning in this uneven playing field 
hampered by dyslexia and/or early literacy 
difficulties?  
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DAS Preschool Seminar 2014 and 2015 were sold 
out – my experiment to share with the preschool 
fraternity, good practices, tips and strategies that 
worked well and benefited students coming to us 
on 2 hours weekly literacy intervention.  Preschool 
Seminar 2016 held back in March was another 
refinement in my programme’s attempt to engage 
the preschool fraternity, parents and 
professionals/stakeholders working with young 
children from both mainstream and SEN 
environment.  Though the event went well, there 
were some who felt that it was a difficult choice 
to make – the constrain of only being able to 
attend one out of four concurrent workshops. 
 
In 2017, DAS Preschool Seminar hopes to do 
better. In keeping to making it a half day session, 
participants will now get to choose any two of the 
concurrent four workshops. Our presenters from 
preschool and colleagues from other branches of 
DAS services e.g. Speech and Language therapy, 
psychologists from assessment team, will be 
doing their workshop twice, so that more can 
hopefully benefit from this annual event.    
 
In fact, we managed to persuade our senior 
psychologist Ms Tan Shi Jia and Ms Sharon 
Reutens, Speech and Language expert, to deliver 
keynotes related to school readiness, transitioning 

into Primary One and the kind of skills that 
children should ideally develop or acquire.  
 
I find that it is always helpful to know what’s 
ahead and go upstream from there. This is 
different from being kiasu. It is about not stressing 
the children if the adults are well equipped or 
mentally prepared. If adults are well supported 
and informed, hopefully, they will feel less 
anxiety. Therefore, less likelihood of adult stress 
being unintentionally “transferred” over to kids. 
i.e. separating adult issues from those of children 
and tackling each individually.   
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The entire preschool team is mobilised. Divided 
into groups, presenting four concurrent workshops 
on the topics: 

 executive functioning,  
 educational technology in the 

preschool classroom,  
 interactive reading  
 strategies to promote children’s 

speech and language development in 
the early years. 

 
EXECUTIVE FUNCTION is a set of mental skills that 
help you get things done. These skills help you 
manage time, pay attention, remember things in 
sequential order and so on. It is a pre-requisite to 
learning. And some students come into our 
programme with very weak executive functioning 
skills that we need to shore up. Educational 
therapists Cheryl Yeo, Joanne Tan and Natasha 
Malek will take this opportunity to share with 
everyone more, on the importance of executive 
function, including valuable practical and research
-based strategies that can be put into practice, 
both at home and in school.   
 
EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY IN THE 
PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM! 
Those who attended Preschool Seminar 2016’s 
workshop on Letter Reversals will hopefully 
remember the presenters Weng Yiyao, Jacklyn Tso 
and Rahayu Binte Rahiman. In 2017, they will be 
sharing lots of practical strategies in making 
learning more stimulating and engaging with 
infusion of technology.  
 
READING is not quite as easy as it seems. 
Particularly for young children with literacy 
learning differences. It’s an area of low (as 
compared to other literacy components that 
children undertake during intervention) attainment 
that we have been wrestling with since we 
identified it in 2013. We have, in the last two 
years, refined our reading programme in a bid to 
improve our pre-schoolers’ reading achievement. 
It’s a challenge. We seem to have gained some 
traction based on our pre-and-post test results 
(you can read them form DAS Handbook 2016).  
 
INTERACTIVE READING 
We hope to share some of our tried-and-tested 
strategies with passionate stakeholders who 
would like to inspire children to read (instead of 
frogmarching alongside with them). Educational 
therapists – Roseline Mairon, Sandra Ngan, 
Janitha Panicker and Raihana Bte Mohd Hashim 

will be passionately sharing/advocating on this 
topic of interactive reading. 
 
 
STRATEGIES IN PROMOTING SPEECH AND 
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT IN THE EARLY YEARS.   
There seems to be quite a significant wait list for 
pre-schoolers seeking speech and language 
therapy services. As such, it will be wonderful if 
more stakeholders working with young children 
can be equipped with some learning strategies to 
help children’s language development (while they 
carry on with the queue). Mr Lee Er Ker and Ms 
Elizabeth Lim are experts in their field. Hopefully, 
more children will benefit from their sharing. 

 
Having talked about plans for Preschool Seminar 
2017, some may be wondering, what has 
Preschool Seminar got to do with outreach and 
learning experiences in our DAS early intervention 
classroom? And whatever that happens in DAS 
preschool intervention classroom, what has that 
got to do with me as a stakeholder? 
 
Well, Preschool Seminar is one of DAS Preschool 
Programme’s garnered effort towards public 
education. From the many feedback that we 
gathered and heard from teachers, parents and 
even administrators, they all share the same thirst 
for knowledge to support their children/students’ 
learning and the very real worry for these 
children/students’ well-being when they leave their 
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preschool nest for Primary One. How are some of 
these seemingly intelligent fledglings with literacy 
learning difficulties going to fare? We thought that 
it would be empowering if more teachers, parents 
and stakeholders have access to some of our 
technical knowledge. Collectively, we can all 
provide better support for our children/students.    
 
What happens within our early literacy classroom 
is no state secret.  Our litmus test to learning 
experience within the classroom is simply – do 
students come running back for more?  Some of 
my teachers said, “X was given medical leave 
and he/she argued with his/her parents to send 
him/her for DAS classes”.  In the recent 2015 
feedback gathered from 170 students (not all 
feedback forms from our programme population 
of about 280 came back), I discover that about 
**85% were generally happy and positive about 
coming to DAS for Preschool Early Literacy 
intervention and the improvements they made 
were significant when statistically measured. 
**Specifically, 80 students said they love-it, 66 felt 
happy, 16 felt so-so/average which I take it as 
“not awful”, 1 was angry and 2 felt sad    
 
These 170 students (K1s and K2s) also gave voice 
to their “opinion” when asked about their feelings 
towards sequencing letters of the alphabet, 
writing related tasks such as name writing, 
copying, writing short sentences, reading 
phonetically regular words and sight words, 
spelling phonetically and doing lots of letter-and-
letter-sound association activities. In short, how do 
they feel about our teachers/therapists “poking” 
at their weakness incessantly, (for their own 
good).  Gratifyingly, more pre-schoolers are now 
more at ease with these learning challenges and 
their pre-post test improvement attest to it. 
(Interested readers can refer to DAS Handbook 
2016 for more details).  
 
Preschoolers from our DAS Preschool Programme 
has taught us, me and my team, a lot about good 
practices. What works and doesn’t quite work with 
them. Through them, we learn, refine and seek 
answers. We hope this knowledge can enrich 
stakeholders’ lives, as it has, ours.      
 
 
 
The Preschool Programme is a 
service provided by Special 
Educational Services a division  
of the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 
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The curriculum comprises solely of word problems 
covering concepts and heuristics typically done in 
primary schools and which comprise more than 
75% of the school exam paper at P5 and P6 
Standard. Our curriculum is in line with the Ministry 
of Education Mathematics syllabus and is 
delivered as per school textbooks.   
 

 

by Aishah Binte Abdullah  

Lead Educational Therapist 
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FACTS ABOUT THE  
ADVANCED MATHS CURRICULUM 

 
PHILOSOPHY 
 

Engage the child with the most appropriate 
intervention strategies; one that he is able to 
understand and appreciate his learning.   
Learn how the child learns as it invariably 
teaches us how best to teach the child. 

 
AIM:   
 

To enable students to be self-directed, 
independent learners 
 
1. Lesson Structure: 2 lessons per concept  
2. Execution Procedure:  

 - First lesson—Review relevant content  
   skills on the concept.  
 - Second lesson—Introduce routine and  
    non-routine problem types related to  
   the concept 

3. Home Practice: One word problem as 
homework practice 

4. Review: Go through and check homework 
sum at next lesson 

5. Mastery Test: After homework checking 
and correction done, students do the 
mastery test on the concept  

 
LAUNCH DATES: 
 

Term 1 2017 for P6 Standard students,  
Term 3 2017 for P5 Standard students 
 

ENTRY CRITERIA :  
 

1. Current or ex-student of DAS or other DAS 
programmes with a diagnosis of Dyslexia. 

2. Need to be taking Standard Mathematics 
in mainstream school. 

3. Possess strong computational skills. 
4. Pass in Paper 1 - 20 marks and above out 

of 40 marks  AND obtain an overall score  
below 75% in the  latest school exam 
paper. 

5. Students who demonstrate a firm 
understanding of the basic maths 
concepts and are passing in Paper 1 can 
be recommended by their Maths EdTs for 
the Advanced Maths Curriculum.  

 

Relevant manipulatives are used at the 
appropriate stage to enable students to visualise 
and understand the concept being taught. From 
the understanding, students are more confident of 
selecting and documenting the right heuristics in 
an organised manner to work out the problem 
sum to arrive at the required solution. 
 
ADVANCED MATHS CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES: 
 
 The teaching in Advanced Maths supports 

the development of thinking skills in 
students by exposing them to a variety of 
routine and non-routine problem types 
covering high frequency concepts covered 
in the Upper Primary school syllabus. 

 Provides our dyslexic students with the 
necessary skills to strengthen and value 
add to Maths concepts they have learned. 

 The emphasis of the curriculum is on 
enabling students to confidently and better 
work out Word Problems related to their 
school work. 

 Small class size (not more than 5 per class). 
 Dyslexia-friendly teaching. 
 Evidence-based. 
 Bursary is available for eligible students. 
 At a future stage (Term 4 of 2017)  the 

curriculum will include bridging concepts to 
enable transitioning to secondary school 

 Eligible P5 and P6 students who fit the entry 
criteria can enter into the curriculum at any 
stage. 

 
UNIQUE TEACHING APPROACH:  
 

This approach is used to help students walk 
through the process of problem solving in a 
collaborative and interactive setting.  
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INTERVENTION PROCEDURES: 
 
Concepts + Heuristics structured approaches via collaborative learning and sharing of strategies 
 
SCOPE OF CURRICULUM 
 
Some concepts that are covered in the Advanced 
Maths Curriculum: 

LIST OF HEURISTICS 
 
Heuristics covered in the Advanced Maths 
Curriculum 

 

Engage the child with the most appropriate intervention strategies; one that he is 
able to understand and appreciate his learning.   

Learn how the child learns as it invariably teaches us how best to teach the child. 
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Specialist Tutoring 

 
by Anaberta Oehlers-Jaen 
Head of DAS International 
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What is the Specialist Tutoring approach? 
 
The aim of Specialist Tutoring is to effectively 
support the development of each child.  Each child 
is seen as an active, competent learner, especially 
children who have Specific Learning Differences 
(SpLD), wanting and in need of a value-added 
programme/specialist support through 
experienced and qualified Specialist Teachers. 

Specialist Tutoring 
 
We teach students from 4 to 18 years old and the 
instruction is in English in the following areas: 
 
Preschool to Post-Secondary 

 Literacy 
 Comprehension 
 Oracy 
 Writing Skills 
 Study Skills 

 
Preschool to 12 years old 

 Mathematics 
 English Exam Skills 

 
Individual needs will determine how many 
sessions of specialist tutoring is required.  For 
example, if preparing for exams multiple sessions 
may be needed.  If students are experiencing 
significant gaps in their learning, then more 
classes per week would be recommended.  
Tutoring can also be arranged to take place in 
your child’s school where available. 

Specialist Tutoring is an Individualised 
Programme offering: 
 

 Individual Education Plans 
 Progress Reports 
 Multi-sensory and emotionally sound 

lessons adapted to the learning styles of 
the student. 

 Specialist tutors aim to work closely with 
schools and parents, and the schools and 
parents will know that there is support for 
their child from the initial full 
comprehensive psychological assessment, 
to Specialist Tutoring.  

 The assigned tutor will focus on what is 
necessary for the child. This could be 
focussing on current concerns within their 
curriculum, exam preparation and 
strategy, study skills or basic literacy, 
numeracy, oracy and writing skills. 

 All sessions will take a problem solving 
approach to ensure that the child 
succeeds 

 
Our Specialist Tutors/Educational Therapists 
 

 Our Specialist tutors are experienced and 
knowledgeable in their area of expertise 
and teaching.  

 The current DAS tutors have the Senior 
Educational Specialist status with a 
minimum of a first degree.  

 They would also have a professional 
qualification in Specific Learning 
Differences or a teaching qualification, 
some our tutors have also achieved the 
academic status at the Masters level. 

 
Our Specialist tutors cater to the learning needs of 
both International and Singaporean students with 
specific learning differences, who attend either 
International or Ministry of Education (MOE) 
schools in Singapore.  Our tutors are well versed in 
the curriculum of both International and MOE 
schools.  
 
To learn more about Specialist Tutoring, please 
visit our website at www.dasint.org.sg. 
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 HURRY, SPACES  

ARE  

LIMITED!  
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Black and White Doodle 
By Charis Liang Yong Xin, P6, 
Submitted by Ho Shuet Lian 
Woodlands learning Centre 
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“Every Cloud has a Silver Lining…” 
 

By Koo Yi Xian Raphael  
 

(Primary 5, Parkway Parade LC) 
 
It was a calm and quiet night in Tom’s house. The peace soon turned into chaos as Tom’s neighbour, 
Uncle Tan, who had retired not long ago, started practicing his singing in wee hours of the morning. 
 
Tom was revising his work as his exams were just around the corner. As he was trying hard to solve 
a challenging Maths word problem, he heard a sharp and ear-piercing sound coming from the unit 
next door. Tom stood up and walked hastily over to the window. He shouted angrily towards where 
Uncle Tan lived, “Uncle Tan, will you keep your volume down?” Then, Tom stomped back to his study 
table feeling extremely frustrated. 
 
An hour later, the horrible singing returned and it was off-tune and louder than ever. Tom could no 
longer tolerate the noise so he decided to go to bed instead. 
 
When Tom received his exam results a week later, he was taken aback as he had nearly failed most 
of his subjects! When his parents asked him how he did for his exams, all Tom said was, “It is all 
Uncle Tan’s fault! If he had not been singing his horrible songs, none of this would have happened!”  
 
Little did Tom realize that Uncle Tan had heard his complaints. The old man was walking along the 
corridor, past Tom’s house, that evening and heard every single word. 
 
A few days later, there was a knock on the door. Tom quickly went to answer it. When Tom opened 
the door, he saw Uncle Tan standing there with a slight smile on his wrinkly face. In a rather 
surprised tone, Tom asked, “Yes?”  
 
Uncle Tan replied in an apologetic voice, “I am sorry if I had interrupted you with my late night 
karaoke sessions, but if you don’t mind, I could help you with your revision...” 
 
Initially, Tom was hesitant to accept Uncle Tan’s offer but since he was desperate to improve his 
grades for the final semester exams, he knew that the offer was timely. With his parents’ approval, 
Tom became Uncle Tan’s student for two weeks. 
 
Under Uncle Tan’s coaching, Tom’s grades improved drastically. Hs experience of being a secondary 
school teacher for more than twenty years was extremely valuable as he was able to offer Tom many 
tips and advice for subjects that he was struggling with. Tom felt more confident that he would 
improve his grades in the final semester exams and he was truly grateful to Uncle Tan for his time 
and effort to coach him. What started off as an awful occasion created an opportunity for the two 
neighbours to form a special bond. Just as the saying goes, ‘every cloud has a silver lining’.  
 

Submitted by: Ms. Tuty Elfira, Educational Therapist, Parkway Parade Learning Centre 
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 The World Within Me—Black and White 
 

By Charis Liang Yong Xin 

 
 

Submitted by Ho Shuet Lian, Speech and Language Therapist, Woodlands Learning Centre 
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Continuing his 
Legacy 

Jacqueline Song, Head of Fundraising 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore 

1 Jurong West Central 2 
#05-01, Jurong Point 

Singapore  648886 

DONATIONS TO THE JIMMY DARUWALLA FUND 
Cheques to be made payable to "Dyslexia Association of Singapore" 

 
Please indicate at the back of the cheque "For Jimmy Daruwalla Fund".    

The proceeds will go toward a fund in memory of our founding President.   
The funds will be used to support individuals with dyslexia. 




