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Welcome 
The final issue of FACETS for 2014 celebrates the 
success of the Embrace Dyslexia Dinner and 
Seminar.  The event marked the launch of the 
Embrace Dyslexia campaign and we aim to have 
Singapore embrace dyslexia and the strengths 
and challenges that it brings. 
 
For those who were unable to attend our Embrace 
Dyslexia Dinner or Seminar I am pleased to 
announce that we have placed recordings of the 
event on our YouTube channel.  We have also 
placed many photos in our photo gallery on the 
DAS website. 
 
Part of our Embrace Dyslexia campaign will be to 
publish a book of more than 50 personal stories of 
those with dyslexia to provide inspiration to our 
students and their families.  To date we have over 
40 stories ready to share and we look forward to 
celebrating SG50 with this inspiring publication. 
 
DAS has also produced two other publications. 
The DAS Handbook which is available for sale at 
any of the DAS Learning Centres and the January 
2015 issue of the Asian Pacific Journal of 
Developmental Differences.   
 
 
 

Now that we have already embarked on 2015  
I would like to wish everyone a happy and 
successful year.  I hope you enjoy this issue of 
FACETS and that it is as informative to you as 
much as it was for me. 
 
 
 

Deborah Hewes 
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Cupcake Creation Fun! 
By Gopal Givanadam 

DAS Centre Manager for Chua Chu Kang and Chinatown 

A group of 15 Primary 4 to 6 students from DAS  
had the opportunity to participate in a cupcake 
making session jointly organised by DAS and 
volunteers from Catholic Junior college at CHIJ 
Toa Payoh Secondary on 5 December 2014.  
 
The session started with an icebreaker allowing 
all participants to be introduced.  Everyone 
attended a briefing on cupcake making and then 
proceeded to their workstations to cook! 
 
Each DAS student was paired with a volunteer to 
guide them on the process of cupcake making.  
We were amazed to see that all utensils and 
ingredients neatly arranged by our volunteers for 
our students to use.  Everyone had great fun as 
they cooked together. 
 

I saw how proud our students were after they 
completed their cupcake creation and packed 
them nicely into a box for their parents. 
 
Many took a bite of their creation and others just 
went straight into licking the icing! 
 
Our students gained firsthand experience on 
cupcake making.  Moreover, they found the 
session to be enlightening and entertaining. 
 
We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to 
the student volunteers students from Catholic 
Junior College for a well organised session and 
to the parent of Gracie Gerard for sponsoring 
Pizza for lunch. 
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Family at DAS—Getting to know you! 

Every child is like family at DAS.  DAS Staff at every Learning Centre cares and supports your child in their 
own way and what a way to end the school year with a “Getting to know you“ social event outside the 
classroom environment.  
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“A picture paints a thousand words” and the photos that follow show the fun and enjoyment the children 
had at the various events organised by the Centre Managers. Do look out for next year’s event as your 
child would have loads of fun and also build a lasting bond with the staff at your Learning Centre. 

River Safari Excursion 
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River Safari Excursion 
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Movies at Queenstown 
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Kids Carnival at Jurong Park 
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Kids Carnival at  
Jurong Park 

 
By Safinah Hassan 

Senior Educational Therapist 

Jurong Point Learning Centre had its inaugural Kids' Carnival on 
25 November 2014 at Jurong West Park.  After weeks of 
planning and preparation, everyone at was a little nervous that 
the heavy rains would see the event cancelled, however, we 
were blessed with sunny weather on the day of our carnival. 
 
The day started with Jurong Point Learning Centre being 
decorated with balloons and setting up the games stations at 
Jurong Park.  There were five game stations; Build the tallest 
structure, Charades, Pass the message, Pass the ball and Ping 
Pong Ball and Spoon. 
 
When students arrived they were placed into teams and the 
games began.  The teams were very competitive and were 
rushing and running to each station to compete.  
 
Prizes were awarded not only to the top 3 teams but all the 
students received a gift for their efforts! 
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A Date with 
the 

Nightingale 
  

By Joanne  Tan and Kelly Bijay 
Preschool Educational Therapists  
Specialised Educational Services 

 
 
 
The Nightingale is a joyful stage 
production by the Singapore Repertory 
Theatre (SRT) that reminds us all to 
appreciate and value the world 
around us.  Special thanks goes out to 
SRT for giving DAS preschoolers and 
their families complimentary tickets to 
watch this thrilling show live on stage.  
 
On a blissful Sunday morning in 
September, our preschoolers and their 
families were welcomed by Fatin and 
her fellow colleagues from SRT. The 
audience were entertained by the 
performance and a string of songs 
which celebrate the simple and 
beautiful things in life.   
 
Veronica Chong, a student from Bishan 
Learning Center, exclaimed, “I like the 
show, especially the Nightingale.”  
Parents who attended the show 
expressed that they were impressed 
by the cast, clever dialogue and 
educational theme.  “It has definitely 
taught me and my children about the 
value of friendship and simplicity in 
life,” said Mr Kenneth Ong. 
 
DAS would like to thank SRT for their 
kind offer of complimentary tickets to 
this performance for our preschool 
students. 
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A total of 17 DAS Alumni members met at Sentosa 
Beach for a social get together on the 22 
November.  Events like this would not be possible 
without the organising talents of our DAS Alumni 
members, with special mention to Heng Soon who 
had planned and executed the event and Yi Zen 
for taking his precious off day from camp to help 
out.   
 
DAS Staff were also there to make the event a 
success, especially Centre Manager for 
Chinatown and Chua Chu Kang, Gopal 
Givanadam, whose enthusiasm on the day nearly 
injured his leg!  I would also like to thank 
Shahizan who had painstakingly called a long list 
of Alumni members to encourage them to 
participate on the day.  This event would not have 
been successful without all their hard work and 
dedication.  

Everyone enjoyed themselves and will be looking 
forward to more events in 2015.  It was 
heartening to find out from Heng Soon that 11 
Alumni members have started following the 
Alumni Instagram account.  This is definitely a 
great encouragement for the DAS Alumni 
Membership. 

By Kenny Goh 
DAS Centre Manager—Rex House & Queenstown 

DAS Student Alumni Gathering  
@ Sentosa Beach 
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DAS 
STUDENT 
ALUMNI 

 

 
Contact:  Kenny 

Kenny@das.org.sg 
 

DAS ALUMNI 
FACEBOOK 

 
DASStudentAlumni 
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Keppel C lub raises more than $1 Mil lion for Charity 
 

By Jacqueline Song 
Head of Fundraising     

Extending financial support to the less fortunate 
has always been a long-standing philanthropic 
tradition of the Keppel Club.   
 
Through the years, Keppel Club has been 
transforming lives of the needy and will strive to 
continue this charitable spirit of giving to the less 
fortunate as part of its corporate social 
responsibility activities.  
 
DAS is fortunate to be one of the 10 adopted 
beneficiaries for the 2nd year running since 2013.  
 
The annual Keppel Charity Golf and Gala dinner 
was held on October 12, 2014 at the Keppel Club, 
Keppel Ballroom.  The event was graced by Guest

-of-Honour, Mr Lim Swee Say, Minister at Prime 
Minister’s Office and Secretary-General of the 
National Trades Union Congress (NTUC).  This 
event hosted some 300 guests, comprising of 
corporates and individual participants. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the donors and 
partners of the Keppel club.  They have raised a 
sum of S$90,000 for us.  Our President, Dr Jimmy 
Daruwalla was invited to the Gala dinner to 
receive a cheque presented by the GOH. 
 
On behalf of the DAS and our beneficiaries, thank 
you for your kind donation and we are extremely 
grateful that Keppel Club has once again chosen 
DAS as one of your adopted beneficiaries. 
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2014 was an eventful year for Sengkang Learning 
Centre in terms of creating awareness of dyslexia 
for schools.  
 
I would like to highlight and thank a few schools 
who have partnered with DAS last year, they are 
Sengkang Primary school, Punggol Secondary 
school and Fernvale Primary school.  
 
In fact, many more schools were pleased that 
DAS was able to offer awareness talks to their 
teachers.  Our awareness talks provided 
knowledge about dyslexia which then allows the 
teachers to recognise students within their classes 
who are experiencing learning difficulties.  

The teachers upon identifying these students were 
then encouraged to inform the parents to contact 
DAS for an assessment.  If the student is  
diagnosed with dyslexia, the teachers will 
recommend the parents to send their child to DAS 
for the MOE-aided DAS Literacy programme 
(MAP).   
 
DAS awareness talks also provided tips on how 
our Education Therapists teach our students which 
most teachers are interested to know.  
 
In 2015, we will continue to reach out to MOE 
schools so that more students with dyslexia can 
receive help.  

Raising Awareness about Dyslexia in Schools 
 

By Andrew Ho 
Centre Manager, Sengkang Learning Centre   

If your school would 
like a DAS 

Awareness Talk 
P lease contact us 

6444 5700 
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At the early stage of learning to write, some 
children with learning differences may associate 
writing with inability to spell, messy story lines, 
and may be even bad experience from teachers 
who reprimanded them for their poor writing.  
These children may have forgotten the joy that 
writing can bring to them and its purpose in the 
first place...to tell their stories and share with 
others their vivid imagination.  “Tell to Write” was 
designed to bring back again the inspiration to 
write!  Our newly launched creative writing 

workshop for young children was held on 
Wednesday 26 November.  The children truly 
enjoy themselves in this workshop.  
 
The workshop commenced with storytelling which 
the children later linked to writing.  Storytelling 
showed them that writing is important so that their 
stories can be shared.  The children then had the 
opportunity to create their own story using an 
application called ‘Puppet Pals’.  This activity 
helped them understand the joy of creating a 

Tel l to Write – Writing through Story-Tel ling 
 

By Nicole Chua, Senior Educational Therapist 
SES Creative Writing Program Leader 

Specialised Educational Services / Yishun Learning Centre 
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story on their own.  Teachers helped to ensure 
that they built story characters well and that their 
story followed a structure.  After they completed 
their stories, they were all keen to share their story 
with each other.  How nice it was that they were 
able to retell their stories and to see the other 
children enjoy their stories.     
 
As a teacher, I feel that in every task, we must 
ensure that we create purpose and excitement in 
learning activities.  By taking time to create a 
setting of what we teach can make a difference to 
our learners experience.  Using the app helped 
the children who were unable to write their story 
to do so and they were able to save it and show 
their story to their parents or friends.  The app 
empowered them as they can now tell a story 
even though they don’t have the capability to 
write it all out yet.  However, the app gave them 
the idea of what writing is and with practice they 
will be more ready for writing tasks later on. 
 
Research tells us that the first step to writing a 
story is knowing what storytelling is all about.  
There must be characters, problems (regardless of 
how small i.e. Sam broke mom’s vase, or a 

princess being kidnapped by an evil witch) and 
some kind of ending (i.e Sam bought mum a new 
vase; the handsome prince fought off the evil 
witch and saved the princess).  Such conceptual 
thinking can be reinforced by parents even after 
the workshop.  The app also allows children to 
take photos and set them as characters.  From 
there, they can turn storytelling of imaginary 
characters into storytelling of real characters and 
of something that happened to them and how 
they want to remember it.  The stories are endless 
and parents can play an important role in 
encouraging their children to use the app to help 
their child's storytelling capabilities. 
 
As the children grow older, they can be 
encouraged to start writing diaries and journals,  
which is something that inspired me to write as a 
young girl. I kept dozens of my diaries until today.  
It helps me to remember the events that 
happened in my life and my feelings at the time.  
Writing diaries or journals requires you to recall 
events in sequential order, describe them, reflect 
on the event and put them into words.  All of 
these skills are essential for writing.   
 
Lastly, I would like to thank Teacher Kelly from 
Bishan Learning Centre who helped make this 
workshop possible.  Look out for our next ‘Tell to 
Write’ workshop during the March 2015 holidays.   
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Anglo-Chinese Secondary School (Barker Road) 
had their inaugural workshop for parents of 
students with special needs on 25 October 2014, 
with the theme of "All Children Can Succeed".   
 

DAS was invited to present various topics with a 
common objective - to provide useful information 
and insights that will guide them in understanding 
their son’s challenges and supporting them to 
achieve their full potential while embracing both 
their strengths and challenges.  
 
The speakers and the synopsis of their topics are 
as follows. 
 
ANABERTA OEHLERS 
SES Programme Director for Specialist Tutoring, Maths & 
Assessments  

 
EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONING AND SUPPORTING 
YOUR CHILD TO NAVIGATE EDUCATION 
(A Therapist and mother's perspective of a Dyslexic 
child) 
 
Executive Functioning plays an important role in 
helping a child navigate his way through his 
secondary school years and beyond.  Some areas 
of importance are Planning, Holistic and 
sequential thinking, and motivation. 
 

“Al l Children Can Succeed”— Workshop at ACS 
By Anaberta Oehlers,  

Programme Director of SES Maths and Assessments, 
SES Specialist Tutoring and Head of DAS International 

Pictured on the top of page 22 from left to right: 
Vice Principal of ACS, Mdm Aw Meng Yin, Marinda 

Grimbeek, Albert Lee, Principal of ACS, Mr Peter Tan, 
Anaberta Oehlers, Deborah Hewes and  

ACS Allied Educator, Vikneswaran Krishnan Murthi 
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Planning: Some children can think ahead and 
make plans in the short or even longer term from 
quite an early age, while some live happily in the 
present moment.  Sometimes children need help to 
become more organised about the way they do 
things, including managing homework and looking 
after their work.  
 
Holistic and sequential thinking: Linked to 
planning, some children are good at seeing and 
remembering the “big picture”, while some are 
good at seeing sequences and what to do next. 
Both are important, for different purposes. 
 
Motivation:  Determination to learn can come from 
external sources such as family and school 
expectations, or from within.  Children who are 
naturally curious and want to know “why” are 
particularly strong in motivation, but children who 
have a clear goal to become someone useful or 
interesting are also well motivated to learn. 
Children can become discouraged and come to 
believe they are “stupid” if some parts of school 
learning present them with greater than usual 
difficulty. On the other hand, having too much 
motivation (being a perfectionist, or having a 
parent who is unable to accept anything less than 
full marks) can be a de-motivator in the long run. 
 
ALBERT LEE 
Senior Lecturer/ Senior Educational Therapist  

 
THE PARENTS’ ROLE IN THE SUPPORT OF 
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS AND 
THE EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUES AND STRATEGIES 
THAT HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY ADOPTED. 
 
The role parents / guardians play in supporting 
children with special education needs is very 
important, and Albert shared some effective 
techniques and strategies that have been 
successfully adopted.  He also shared some 
communication techniques that he utilises 
effectively during his specialist tutoring classes, 
and assistive technology that a child may find 
useful in his independent learning. 
  
Albert highlighted relevant workshops and courses 
available at the DAS Academy that could aid 
parents in bridging the learning needs of their 
child. By equipping themselves with appropriate 
skills and knowledge, parents will be empowered 
to play a more active role in helping their child 
meet his fullest potential. 
 
 

MARINDA GRIMBEEK 
Educational Psychologist 

 
BRAIN-BODY FUNCTIONING AND HOW IT CAN 
IMPACT ON LEARNING 
 
Marinda’s fascinating topic drew many questions 
and interest from the parents.  Her talk highlighted 
why early reflexes are important, what their 
functions are in early development and how 
retained reflexes can impact on learning and 
behaviour.  She spoke on how all learning 
ultimately takes place in the brain, although it is 
through the body that the brain receives sensory 
information from the environment and reveals its 
experience of the environment.  A child may learn 
something today and forgets it the next day.  
 
Marinda shared some insights on this commonly 
faced situation, whereby immaturity or conflict in 
the brain-body functioning can affect the brain’s 
ability to assimilate and process information and 
to express itself in an organised way.  
 

 
DEBORAH HEWES 
Head of Publicity and Publications  

 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AND PERSPECTIVES OF 
BEING A MOTHER OF CHILDREN WITH DYSLEXIA 
AND NAVIGATING HIGHER LEARNING 
 
In her lively ways, Deborah shared her personal 
experiences and perspectives of being a mother of 
three children with dyslexia and their successes in 
their educational journal. Her topic tied in well with 
our Embrace Dyslexia theme. 
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13th of September 2014 marked a very special day 
for the DAS Academy!  Black gowns bordered with 
cherry red hoods and swinging tassels from 
mortarboards filled the grand red seats at the 
NTUC Auditorium as the graduates proudly 
commenced the celebration held in their honour 
for achieving the following awards: 
 
DAS Academy Programmes 
 Specialist Diploma in Specific Learning 

Differences 
 Diploma in Special Education for Allied 

Educators (Learning & Behavioural Support) 
in Dyslexia Studies 

 
Programmes with Partner Universities 
 Master of Arts in Specific Learning 

Differences, London Metropolitan University 
 Post Graduate Certificate in Specific 

Learning Differences, London Metropolitan 
University 

 Post Graduate Certificate in Special 
Educational Needs 

 
 

The event commenced with an academic 
procession by the faculties of the University of 
South Wales and the DAS Academy.  Honoured by 
the President, Dr Jimmy Daruwalla and the Vice 
President, Mr Eric Lee of the Dyslexia Association 
of Singapore, the event was also well supported 
by invited guests  - MOE School Officials, families 
and friends. 
 
The DAS Academy continues to empower special 
education professionals and caregivers to help 
people with special educational needs achieve 
their full potential, through courses (Certificate to 
Masters Level) designed and delivered by its  
multi-disciplinary faculty. 
 

DAS Academy’s Graduation Day 
 

By Rani Sidhu 
Director of Student & Academic Services 

DAS Academy 

Pictured Above from Left to Right: Dr Thomas Sim,  
Michelle-Lynn Yap, June Siew, Carl Peters, Rani Sidhu,  

Shirley Egley, Amanda Kelland, Priscillia Shen  
and Dr Adam Oei. 
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Each year thousands of amazing people run for 
charity.  The goal of raising funds is a fantastic 
motivator, and nothing beats the satisfaction of 
knowing you are running for a good cause. 
 
This year, we partner GIVEasia.org and took part 
in our first 10km Standard Chartered Marathon 
run.  This is a start to our new fundraising 
campaign using the Peer to Peer fundraising 
mode. 
 
A total of eight DAS employees took up the 
challenge to represent the DAS in the 10km 
marathon and started their online donation drive 
to raise funds for the DAS.  More than S$9,000 was 
raised and will be used to help the children of the 
lower income families. 
 

The Standard Chartered Marathon Singapore was 
held on Sunday, 7 December and is probably one 
of the biggest marathons in Singapore.  
 
Excitement and adrenaline was in the air on that 
hot Sunday morning.  Everyone was hoping to 
clock their personal best in crossing the finishing 
line below 1.5 hrs.  The runners get a great sense 
of achievement as they are all running for a cause 
that is close to their hearts.  
 

Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much! 
 
Thank you everyone for your participation. It's such 
a memorable way to end the running calendar 
this year! 

DAS Runs for a Good Cause! 
By Jacqueline Song and Chris Ngon 

DAS Fundraising Team 
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Pictured above (L to R):  Argus Tong (Ex DAS Employee), Puvaneswari Kurusamy, Clement Nah,  
Chris Ngon, Yao, Xin Ying and Cheryl Ho after the completion of their 10Km run 

Xin Y ing: 
“Every step will be a step closer to 

helping DAS support dyslexics from low-
income families and also an inspiration 

for all dyslexics to defy their own 
challenges!  Life, like picking up literacy 

skills, is an endless marathon; we all have 
different starting points. What matters isn't 
the speed or the distance, but that we've 
chosen to embark on this learning journey 

amidst beautiful struggles.” 

 

Chris Ngon: 
“In this current time and age, education 
and literacy is quintessential to achieve 

success in life. Please support me as I run 
to spread awareness about dyslexia and 

raise funds to help those in need.” 

 

Argus: 
"I am running to support DAS as my 

former intern who was dyslexic was a 
constant source of inspiration for me. In 

spite of her learning differences, her quest 
to learn and better herself allowed her to 

excel." 

 

Y iyao: 
“I'm running to support DAS in their efforts 

to help dyslexic students reach their 
potential. As quoted by Dr Seuss in The 
Lorax, "Unless someone like you cares a 
whole awful lot, nothing is going to get 

better!'' 

Our Running Motto’s 
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Dr Jiajia and his sisters Pall Pall and Hello Kitty with 
Ethiopian marathon runner Haile Gebrselassie 

Chua Jin Sen, nicknamed Dr. JiaJia, is 8-years-old 
and together with his Secondary 3 brother, Chua 
Jin Chou, better known as BigBro, have been 
entertaining Singaporeans via their YouTube videos 
(with over 50,000 subscribers) since 2011. They also 
have two younger sisters – nicknamed Hello Kitty 
and Pall Pall – who occasionally appear in their 
productions.  
 
Dr. JiaJia has dyslexia and he uses his popularity 
to raise awareness for the Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore (DAS).  
 
Dr Jiajia was selected by Standard Chartered 
Marathon to be the Ambassador for the running 
community of the East as well as feature in the 
Marathon Race Etiquette 
video. 
 
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZBs12exnoF0 

Dr Jiajia raised $3,345 by running in the  
K IDS DASH 
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Big Bro and his 
team raised  

$2,200 in the 
EK IDEN 

A team of six runners including Big Bro, his father 
Chua Weng Foo (pictured below) and James Tang 
from Brainy Moves completed the EKIDEN and 
raised $2,200 for DAS! 
 
All the runners, including Dr Jiajia, raised a total 
of $5,545 for DAS, what an outstanding sum.  DAS 
thanks them all for their fundraising and running 
efforts!   
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My  Inner World: A Celebration of Dyslexic Minds is a 70-page collection of creativity, 

wit and brilliance of the children we work with. This special 21st anniversary publication 
celebrates the capacity that dyslexics are capable of and invites the reader to journey into 

their world.  Four chapters in the book feature a myriad of artwork, writing, expressions plus activities to 
keep the reader constantly engaged. My Inner World: A Celebration of Dyslexic Minds is available for 
purchase at $10 at all DAS learning centres and online at www.das.org.sg/book.  
  

100% of the proceeds go towards DAS to help children with dyslexia. 

 
On Sale Now 

$10$10$10   
Available at all  

DAS Learning  

Centres 
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Robin John Jennings Moseley 
 

Former Chief Executive Officer, Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Being awarded the  
 

Officer of the Most Excellent Officer of the Most Excellent   
Order of the British Empire (OBE)Order of the British Empire (OBE)    

 

by the British Government 
 
 

“for his services to children with dyslexia and to 
education in Singapore.  Robin worked for the Dyslexia 

Association of Singapore for twelve years, rapidly 
expanding the reach and services of this social enterprise 

for people in Singapore, and even launching projects in 
other parts of Asia." 

 
- British High Commission in Singapore. 
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When Robin Moseley first joined DAS in 
September 2002, there was little public 
awareness about dyslexia and what it meant. It 
was considered shameful to be described as 
dyslexic, and nobody would want to admit that 
they had this condition. With low awareness, 
people did not know to look out for the signs of 
dyslexia or go for an assessment.  
 
While awareness talks were gradually started to 
let schools and the public understand more about 
dyslexia, the increase in public awareness meant 
that there was now a strain on Ministry of 
Education (MOE) psychologists who had to assess 
and diagnose students who exhibited the signs of 
dyslexia.  
 
In 2003, the waiting list for assessments could go 
up to a year, leaving many children struggling in 
school without the specialist help they needed. 
Robin initiated the DAS Specialist Psychologist 
scheme which saw graduate psychologists 
recruited and trained specifically for the 
assessment and diagnosis of children with 
dyslexia.  With the endorsement by MOE, this 
initiative minimised the waiting time for an 
assessment.  Students were also able to receive 
timely government funding for the intervention 
they needed.  
 
The Training Division was consequently set up to 
groom local trainers and lecturers.  This meant 
that DAS could increase its teaching capacity in 
response to increasing demand for assessments 
and therapy.  The Training Division eventually 
evolved into the DAS Academy, a Private 
Educational Institution registered with the Council 
of Private Education providing training courses 
specialising in dyslexia and other Specific 
Learning Differences. 
 
In 2007, Robin started to bring DAS out of 
Singapore shores. We have since conducted 
assessments and therapy in many countries in 

Southeast Asia, UK and the US. DAS was brought 
to international notice when Robin highlighted  
the importance of not recognising dyslexia 
independently but one that comes with other 
issues such as ADHD and dyspraxia.  An 
international conference was held in 2010 to  
kick-start efforts to support children with a 
combination of difficulties. 
 
Way before anyone else, Robin saw the need to 
expand DAS from a single-programme 
organisation to one that catered to the different 
needs of people.  It was his revolutionary thinking 
that led DAS to bloom into a vibrant organisation 
today, providing assessments and therapy to over 
3000 students a year.  
 
Twelve years after Robin took over the reins at 
DAS, he has left his mark behind.  Awareness and 
acceptance of dyslexia in Singapore has never 
been higher.  The thousands of alumni from DAS 
programmes has now entered adulthood and are 
ready to help the dyslexia movement take further 
steps forward. 
 
Internationally, DAS is widely considered to be 
the largest dyslexia organisation in the world.  In 
Singapore, Robin Moseley is seen as the single 
most important contributor to these waves of 
change.  
 
For all staff at DAS, he has been an inspirational 
leader, and we continue on his legacy of helping 
dyslexic people achieve.  To read more about 
Robin, please visit our website  

Robin’s Reward 

 
By Cheryl Cheong 

Publicity and Publications Officer 
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EMBRACE DYSLEXIA intends 
to bring greater awareness 
about dyslexia to 
Singapore with an aim to 
have as many people 
understand the strengths 
and challenges in the lives 
of individuals with dyslexia.  

 
Part of the EMBRACE DYSLEXIA awareness 
campaign is to encourage dyslexic adults to step 
forward to share their personal story and to 
become role models for our students to aspire to.  
We looked for dyslexic adults who had followed 
their passion and were successful despite the 
struggles they had during their educational 
journey. 
 
We were more than pleasantly surprised with the 
response to our call for action.  Many interesting 
and motivated people contacted us to share their 
story and we are pleased to have more than 30 
personal stories to publish.  We are looking for 
more than 50 stories for our book to be published 
in 2015. 
 

This exercise has been truly enlightening and 
inspiring for us at DAS.  We have been humbled 
by the generosity of these individuals in sharing 
their personal experiences and we hope that you 
feel the same as we do.   
 
Let’s EMBRACE DYSLEXIA, despite the challenges 
we may have in learning, through determination, 
passion and willpower we can make a significant 
and meaningful contribution to Singapore. 
 
In these one page summaries that follow are the 
five inspirational speakers we had at our 
Embrace Dyslexia Seminar.  These are individuals 
who have strived to make a difference to 
Singapore and wish to inspire young students to 
continue to strive for success. 
 
 

 

Embrace a different  

kind of mind 
 By Deborah Hewes 

Head of Publicity and Publications 

 
 

Contact Deborah Hewes 
deborah.hewes@das.org.sg 
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Life isn’t easy as a child when you were not able 
to spell as well as your classmates or if you had 
slurred speech. Soon-to-be PhD graduate Robin 
Chan had both.  He was an undiagnosed dyslexic 
who was unable to enunciate words clearly.  
 
Without educational therapists or even awareness 
of learning differences in the past, children who 
were slow in learning were regarded as stupid or 
not trying hard enough.  “Why is this classmate 
doing so much better than me?” he remembers 
thinking frequently. Spelling was so torturous, 
especially phrases like “a beautiful butterfly”, 
which resulted in him failing badly in school.  
 
Throughout his schooling life, Robin has had to 
listen very hard and pay extreme attention to 
what his teacher was saying in order to 
understand.  It was also how he found his 
strength; his ears were very developed in listening 
beyond words.  “I ultimately became a 
counsellor,” Robin says.  
 
National Service was a tough period. What was 
easy and basic for others seemed insurmountable 
for him.  He lagged behind on activities and got 
lost in the jungle many times due to his inability to 
differentiate left and right.  It is a difficulty that he 
still grapples with today; Robin has to drive with a 
GPS instead of relying on verbal instructions as he 
cannot visualise the direction associated with the 
sound “left”.  The beads bracelet on his left hand 
serves as a reminder if anyone asks him a 
spontaneous question about direction. 
 
Living with low English grades his whole life, 
Robin scored a C6 for General Paper during his A 
Levels, making it hard for him to earn a place in 
university.  He contemplated retaking his A Levels 
but decided to study Pharmacy in NUS which at 
that time, accepted a low pass in General Paper. 

Completing National Service, Robin applied and 
got accepted into the Pharmacy course in NUS.  
 
In his late twenties, Robin and his girlfriend went 
to Cornell University in Australia to take courses. 
He chanced upon a course on learning 
impairment and speech therapy and decided to 
sit in.  To his surprise, he found that the symptoms 
discussed during the lecture were exactly what he 
experienced all his life.  Robin then took an 
assessment and was officially diagnosed with 
dyslexia. He was 28 years old and had 
completed his university education. 
 
Even in his adult life, Robin struggles with dyslexia 
daily. “This-less-sick”, he says, giving an example 
of how his secretary will break down words into 
easier bits for him.  With a job that requires him 
to read dozens of research proposals a day, 
Robin developed an ingenious method of 
ensuring that he stays focused and completes his 
reading.  “I put my credit cards as bookmarks into 
books and papers that I have to go through at 
work,” he chuckles, “if suddenly I find a card 
missing I will know that I did not complete a 
particular book!”  
 
Robin took 7 years to complete his PhD thesis; an 
average person takes around 3 years.  He had 
never envisioned himself doing a PhD research 
study, but believes that everyone should progress 
by learning something new. “Yes I struggled, but it 
was worth it.”  
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I still remember the day that I announced my final 
year Polytechnic results to my parents. My mother 
thought I was kidding when I said I was top in the 
whole polytechnic. 
 
Her disbelief was not a result of a lack of faith but 
instead, an understandable reaction that attests 
to my history of poor academic standings.  For the 
most part of my life, I never was once at the top 
of the class for my academic results. In fact, it just 
seemed like yesterday that my mother would get 
flustered trying to teach me how to spell simple 
words like “Lorry” or “Helicopter”.  This was when 
I was about Primary 2. My mother had heard 
stories of how her friend’s children who were 
much younger than me read and write words like 
“Hippopotamus”.  In fact, I didn’t succeed in 
spelling Hippopotamus until I was around Primary 
3. The only affinity I had with the word up till that 
point, was feeling like one, clumsy in my writing 
and slow. 
 
It was during secondary school that I found my 
love in Filmmaking. This was a result of my CCA 
teacher’s infectious passion in capturing emotions 
on video and film. She gave me the chance to 
shoot my first video in school, and that has made 
all the difference since.  I experienced a lot of self
-doubt during those years, but she challenged me 
to use film and art as a way of expressing my 
fears and realizing that I was not alone after all. 
This was also the main reason why I decided to 
take up a film course in Polytechnic.  I learnt that 
emotions could not only be captured on film, but 
also communicated to help others feel better and 
‘not so alone’. 
 
It was with this sentiment that I went into film 
school and decided to use my talents in film to 
inspire others.  Till this day, I have dreams about 
making this world a happier place to live in with 

films and video. Since graduating from 
Polytechnic, I’ve also managed to do another 
degree in Creative Producing (Film) at Chapman 
University and had the honour of graduating as 
the Valedictorian of my cohort yet again. 
 
When I finally realised that my struggles had a 
name, Dyslexia, I was also told that creativity was 
a talent that most dyslexics are attributed with.  
Thinking back, I believe that it was because of my 
parents’ decision to praise and groom that 
‘creative’ part of me, instead of focusing on my 
struggles in school, that I could later achieve my 
accolades in film school.  As such, I’d like to 
encourage others with dyslexia to also focus on 
their strengths and even see dyslexia as having 
strength in itself.  
 
We might not have the best ability to tell left from 
right, but we can tell right from wrong and inspire 
others to choose to do right.  We might not spell 
as accurately, but we can still create stories that 
inspire others.  We might not be able to tell the 
time as well, but we can create positive impact 
that is timeless.  
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When we were young, we believed in the 
“impossible”. However, over time, what takes the 
place of dreams are limits.  Limits on what we 
can achieve, on what is possible, on how success 
in life is tied to that in exams.  This shapes how 
we look at the world and, worse still, at ourselves. 
Everything becomes “impossible”.  Never let this 
happen to you. 
 
I first found out I had dyslexia at the start of 
Primary 6. Since then, I have never felt that it is 
anything less than a gift.  To this, I have to thank 
my family, teachers and friends who have always 
worked around my quirks, encouraging me to 
think and act upon my instincts.  They supported 
me regardless of any decision I made. 
Additionally, I am better able to manage my 
learning process better through the help the 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore (DAS) provided 
in understanding my strengths and weaknesses. 
 
Research has shown that the brains of dyslexics 
are wired differently, though most are not aware 
of it.  Many dyslexics have gone through life by 
finding a “knack” and succeeding in something 
without realising that it is due to the very same 
mental processes caused by dyslexia. 
 
For many successful dyslexics, this “knack”, 
coupled with the confidence to follow their 
personal beliefs, is what led them to change the 
world.  I believe that dyslexia has also impacted 
my life positively.  Looking back, this was 
particularly evident while I was in the Integrated 
Programme in National Junior College. 
 
The multidisciplinary education and opportunities 
to learn beyond the textbooks helped me develop 
an inkling of, in the words of Charlie Munger, 
Worldly Wisdom.  This education also encouraged 
me to embrace how I think-differently. The relative 

freedom from major examinations allowed me to 
take on various CCAs, attend Model United 
Nation (MUN) Conferences and organize events. 
My experiences have helped me appreciate 
thinking differently. 
 
Yes, education is important, but academics is not 
the only or best way for every individual to get 
educated or succeed.  After all, as Mark Twain 
once said, “Whenever you find yourself on the 
side of the majority, it is time to pause and 
reflect.” 
 
Yes, there are some drawbacks and it would be 
foolish to say otherwise.  I struggled, and still do, 
with memory work and written Chinese. Back in 
Primary Two, I scored poorly in my English, 
causing me to be streamed to the worst class in 
the next level.  This only changed when my 
grandmother started to bring me to the library 
and borrowed books for me.  This developed my 
love for reading which I feel helped me do better 
in English. 
 
Though in no position to do so, I would like to 
take a leaf out of Steve Job’s book.  “Here’s to 
the crazy ones.  The misfits.  The rebels.  The 
troublemakers.  The round pegs in the square 
holes.  The ones who see things differently.  
They’re not afraid of rules.  And they have no 
respect for the status quo.  You can quote them, 
disagree with them, glorify or vilify them. About 
the only thing you can’t do is ignore them. 
Because they change things.  They push the 
human race forward.  And while some may see 
them as the crazy ones, we see genius. Because 
the people who are crazy enough to think they 
can change the world, are the ones who do.”  
I believe I am where I am today because of my 
dyslexia, not despite of it. 
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Dyslexia is casually summed as a learning 
disability that gives one the ability to see dancing 
alphabets and the inability to read and spell. 
Well, that’s a pretty accurate description but that 
is not all. Here’s my story. 
 
Growing up, I was the happiest child who had all 
the love and attention a child ask for. There were 
weekly spelling tests that we had to go through in 
kindergarten; I aced them all. In fact, my teacher 
would give me two additional words to learn 
thinking that the original ten were too easy for 
me. She never knew that my mother had to put in 
a lot of effort to help me learn and memorise 
those words.  
 
When I entered primary school, the teachers 
noticed that I could barely form full sentences at 
my age. My parents were worried by then and 
decided to send me to psychiatrists. I have 
memories of sitting through numerous IQ tests, 
memory retention tests and even hypnosis. 
Thousands of dollars were spent but no actual 
diagnosis was given. I was finally diagnosed with 
dyslexia in Primary 5 after my Principal engaged 
a psychologist to assess me. 
 
My parents enrolled me for classes at DAS when I 
was in Secondary 1 when I lagged far behind my 
peers. The Educational Therapists at DAS really 
helped me a lot. They recognised my strengths 
and worked on building my confidence and self-
esteem. Educational Therapists Wei Teng helped 
me with spelling and taught me phonics while 
Ashraf guided me in Social Studies and 
Geography.  My grades started to improve after 
starting lessons at DAS. 
 
My parents always tell me, “Rini, your friends may 
take an hour or two to study but you may need 
four or five. But that’s ok. Put in that extra time 
and you will get there too.” 

Dyslexia affected my life in other ways as well. I 
had difficulties with directions as I could not 
recognise places or remember names of 
buildings. It took me years of travelling to routine 
places before I could remember the bus stop to 
alight. Taking the bus home was a mundane task 
for most but it was a huge feat for me to even get 
home safely.  
 
For as long as I can remember, music and the 
performing arts have fascinated me and my 
parents encouraged me in that direction. I have 
been learning ballet since kindergarten and am 
now with the Singapore Ballet Academy.  There, I 
am given the opportunity to learn from the best 
and to perform on stage. 
 
I graduated from secondary school with 8 points 
for both my N and O levels, allowing me to take 
up a Diploma in International Business in 
Singapore Polytechnic. Of course, studying is still 
not easy but as I grow up it seems to be easier to 
cope with dyslexia.  
 
Having matured through the years, I realised that 
I often take different perspectives in many 
situations allowing me to approach challenges 
with a different stride. I do not know if this is owed 
to being dyslexic or just pure maturity but I was 
often told by many that they have found my 
perspective enlightening. I have accepted 
dyslexia and feel 
comfortable with 
knowing that my 
thought processes 
are different from 
others.  
 
It was never easy but 
hey, who said that the 
impossible could not 
be achieved?  
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There is a section in school report cards for 
teacher comments and my primary school report 
card always had a few key words popping up 
every year: under-performing, disruptive, and 
inattentive.  Most teachers wrote me off as having 
a problematic attitude and tried to mitigate my 
“negative” influence on fellow classmates.  It is 
no wonder that I never enjoyed going to school in 
those years. 
 
One of the biggest problems encountered during 
those years is the issue of spelling.  There were 
weekly spelling tests; the English teacher would 
give out a list of maybe 10 – 20 words to take 
home and memorise.  Not surprisingly, I did not 
study the material provided.  Instead I spent most 
of the time thinking up ways to avoid taking the 
test and even, at times, how to cheat for it. 
 
Progressing through education, I developed 
learning strategies that proved to be effective in 
helping me learn. With this challenge beaten, I 
needed something else to give me an edge, a 
new challenge to overcome.  This came neatly 
packaged in the form of sports.  
 
I started sailing when I was 9 and I turned out to 
be pretty good at it, joining the National Squad 
when I was 12.  Over the years I have 
represented my schools and country, immersing 
myself into sailing. Slowly I realised that there 
were character values that were imparted to me 
through sports that I carry over to my everyday 
life.  Responsibility, commitment, time-
management, the true meaning of sacrifice and 
the list can go on, but right at the top of the list is 
drive and hunger.  Sports undoubtedly made who 
I am today and I like to think I embody the values 
which were imparted.  Sports to me, is not just 
about blood, sweat, tears and the medal, it is a 
way of life. 
 

Currently I am studying in NUS, with a CAP of 4.5 
and above, under a concurrent degree course; 
this course comprises of an undergraduate 
honours in Information Systems from NUS School 
of Computing and a Masters in Philosophy of 
Management from Cambridge Judge Business 
School.  I have a large interest in organisational 
strategy, management and structure and I believe 
an undergraduate degree in Information Systems 
is especially relevant due to its prevalence of IT 
business solutions within most corporate 
structures. 
 
I find myself unable to answer when asked what 
makes me different or unique; I would not know 
the thought process and idea flow of “normal” 
people, and vice versa. I would like to think that 
some of my strengths lie in problem solving skills, 
its associated rigor and also multidimensional 
thinking. I find myself able to consider problems 
bilaterally, looking the issue within its environment 
rather than just in isolation. I have also found 
myself to be a rather effective project manager 
and I received various feedback from my peers 
and teachers that I am effective in team dynamics 
as I am able to assume different points of view 
while addressing their concerns. 
 
You probably have been told many times that you 
can be anything you want to be, by your parents, 
your teachers and maybe even your friends. They 
are absolutely right, you can be anything you 
want to be, but why limit yourself? Being anything 
you want to be is easy, so why not strive to be 
everything you want to be?  Stay focused, stay 
hungry, with enough drive and determination, you 
would go further then you expect, achieve more 
than you can imagine yourself capable of. 
Everything worth doing in this life is worth 
overdoing, moderation does not exist for those 
who are hungry.  
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Aflah has been studying in our DAS MAP 
programme since 2011 and I was his first 
Educational Therapist until November 2013.  Aflah 
would come to my class a bit early on Sunday 
afternoons to play a few games in my iPad before 
we started the class. During the short breaks when 
students enjoyed their afternoon snacks he still 
wanted with the iPad.   
 
Many a time during our informal chats he told me 
that his dream was to have an iPad of his own.  
This moment of happiness eventually came true 
through the generosity of a kind donor.   
 
 
Aflah is a special child and his condition is looked 
at positively at DAS.  We provide a more inclusive, 
compassionate environment to children where their 
differences are celebrated.   
 
Aflah has made remarkable progress in his studies 
despite his limitations.  We wish all success in his 
Primary School Leaving Examination this year.  
 
DAS would like to extend heartfelt thanks to QCD 
Technology who shared the joy with us on this 
special occasion by donating an iPadAir to be 
given to Aflah. 
 
 

Af lah's wish came 
true on his 11th 

Birthday 
 

 
By Mohamed Samunn  

Senior Educational Therapist 
Bishan Learning Centre 
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Best wishes from Samunn 

 

"Giving him this opportunity was just fantastic!  Aflah's parents, 

DAS Educational Therapist Stephanie Hooi, and I saw the look in 

his eyes that just told us how he was overwhelmed and was so 

appreciative of his birthday gift!"  
 

 

Happy Birthday 

Af lah!! 
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Yong Bao is Matthew’s first album sung and 
composed in Mandarin, and is inspired by his 
formative years growing up with dyslexia and how 
he overcame life’s challenges.  Yong Bao, 
meaning ‘embrace’, is his eighth album to date, 
containing a compilation of eight original 
compositions in Mandarin, including one title track 
in English.   
 
Matthew will donate 30% of the sales of his album 
to benefit the Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
(DAS).   He is doing this to support the DAS 
Embrace Dyslexia campaign, which aims to raise 
awareness about dyslexia in Singapore.   
 
Matthew said, “This album is the record of my life 
as the songs are the most heartfelt music I have 
ever composed.  I would like to help others like 
me who are sincere and genuine, but challenged 
in different ways. Overcoming the challenges of 
dyslexia has led me to where I am today and I 
hope to share this powerful spirit of hope through 
my music.” 
 
Matthew’s musical achievements include winning 
first place in local and international competitions 
like Radio Masti and MOE X-Factor Elite 
Challenge.  He has sung at national events and in 
July 2005, Matthew was invited to sing a solo item 
from “The Phantom of the Opera” during a 
farewell ceremony for Dr Ng Eng Hen.  Matthew 
was also asked to present a solo item for the 
National Day Observance Ceremony in August 
2005.  
 

An internationally certified IVTOM (International 
Voice Teachers of Mix) vocal instructor, as well as 
IVTOM’s main representative in Singapore and 
Asia, Matthew has been involved in vocal training 
and singing for more than ten years.  
 
He represented Singapore in the World 
Championship of Performing Arts (WCOPA) held in 
Los Angeles Hollywood in 2012, and won a silver 
medal in the senior original composition 
performance category.  He has also worked with 
renowned musicians throughout his music career.  
 
The release of Yong Bao not only showcases his 
music, but sends a meaningful message.  Matthew 
revealed these songs were inspired by his life 
journey and he hopes that the songs will uplift 
those who may be facing seemingly impossible 
difficulties.  
 

The title track 拥抱 (Embrace) is based on his 

experiences overcoming daily struggles with 
dyslexia and sleep disorders. The song includes 
the following chorus: 

‘Cause I’m a specialty, 独特的 Special Me 

So love me like I’m meant to be 对我不要存着怀疑 

I’ll do special things, 我有战胜的能力 

Embrace me, es-specially. 请容纳这颗心 

I’m a special gift 独特的 Special Me 

So guide me, help me. Cherish me 珍惜我和给我勇气 

I’ll do special deeds. 我有绝对的信心 

So hold my hand and walk this 
path with me. 

有你陪我开创新天地 

Matthew Quek  
supports DAS 

 with f irst  
Mandarin Solo Al bum  

 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head Publicity and Publications 
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30% of the ‘Yong Bao’ Al bum sales wil l be donated to DAS 
Yong Bao is now available for purchase at www.cdbaby.com/cd/matthewquek000 

Album: 拥抱 Yong Bao 

1 怪我不完美 

2 你最甜蜜 

3 释放 

4 拥抱 (Theme song for DAS) 

5 面具 

6 第一 (The Test) 

7 Embrace - (Theme song for DAS) 

8 
 

Bonus track 1: 我不能没有你   
(All I Ask of You) 

9 Bonus track 2: You Raise Me Up  
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Emeritus Professor Angela Fawcett describes the 
DAS Handbook as being created by “an 
exceptional range of expertise and skills I have 
found at DAS”… and “the articles are examples of 
best practice in reflective self-evaluation, which 
should enrich all who read it.” 
 
DAS CEO, Lee Siang, shares that the DAS 
Handbook reflects the breadth and complexity of 
the needs of our cliends with dyslexia and 

associated learning differences.  It also defines 
and demonstrates the vibrancy and energy of 
DAS staff which is critical as we continue to be in 
pioneering country in almost everything we do as 
we strive to benefit our clients. 
 
We hope you enjoy reading the Handbook as 
much as we had the pleasure of creating it. 

DAS publishes the first DAS Hand book 2014 
 

By Deborah Hewes 
Head Publicity and Publications 
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Differences 

 

Volume 1, No.1 - Jan 2014 
Volume 1, No.2 - July 2014  

 
AND  

 
Volume 2, No.1 -  Jan 2015 

 
Available NOW! 

 

The Asia Pacific Journal of Developmental 
Differences is unique in addressing a range of 
special educational needs including dyslexia, 
autism, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, and ADHD in 
the Asian Pacific context.  The journal covers 

theory into practice and will provide a 
showcase for research in the Asia Pacific 

region as well as highlighting research areas 
which have implications for further research 

within Asia and beyond.   
 
 

The Asia Pacific Journal of Developmental 
Differences is also available on the  

DAS website 
 

www.das.org.sg/
publications/research-journal 
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LIKE US ON  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents, you can now connect with other parents 

to share your experience and knowledge of 
raising a child with dyslexia.   

 
Join us on Facebook now. 

 

DAS Parents Network  
 

www.facebook.com/groups/dasparent 
 

Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore 

 

www.facebook.com/dysSG 
 

DAS Academy Ltd 
 

www.facebook.com/dasacademy 
 

DAS International Services  
 

www.facebook.com/dasinternational 
 

DAS Student Alumni 
 

www.facebook.com/DasStudentAlumni 
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The Embrace Dyslexia movement kicked off in 
November with a Dinner and Seminar where we 
invited international speaker and renowned 
author Thomas G. West to Singapore to speak on 
embracing dyslexia as well as to share his own 
story of growing up with dyslexia. 
 
It was an enriching experience for all those who 
attended the events as we learned a lot more 
about individuals with dyslexia and their unique 
strengths. 
 
Moving forward into accepting the positive 
aspects of dyslexia, the Embrace Dyslexia 
campaign focused heavily on encouraging 
students with dyslexia, their families and 

Singapore society to accept and embrace 
dyslexia as a strength and not a weakness.  
 
Both the Dinner and Seminar saw many 
individuals with dyslexia coming forward to 
support this campaign by sharing their personal 
stories. 
 

DAS Students pictured above with DAS President, Dr 
Jimmy Daruwalla and Guest of Honour, Mr Sam Tan, 
Minister of State, Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of 

Culture, Community and Youth.   
(Back Row: Left to Right) Jeevan, Audrey, Kiara, Yuki,  

Jin Sen, Caleb, Jin Kang, Danish and Ariel.   
(Front Row)  Afrin, He Xi, Peter, Syafiq and Chloe. 

(see pg 53 for more information on these students) 

Embrace a different kind of mind 
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On 19 November, the Embrace Dyslexia campaign was 
launched with a Dinner at Hotel Jen (formerly known as 
Traders Hotel) where our Guest-of-Honour was Mr Sam 
Tan, Minister of State, Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry 
of Culture, Community and Youth.  Also present was Dr 
Jimmy Daruwalla, President of the Dyslexia Association 
of Singapore, parents and invited guests. 
 
In his opening address, Mr Sam Tan shared his 
personal story growing up in a time when there was no 
awareness of dyslexia.  He suffered many canings from 
his parents for his low grades in English despite trying 
his best, while getting over 90 marks for Chinese and 
Maths was comparatively easy.   
 
He said that children and youths with dyslexia are 
more fortunate to be able to receive help in facing 
their challenges.  Highlighting the DAS Chinese 
remediation programme, Mr Tan spoke of how DAS 
listens closely to feedback and works out a solution to 

Cheryl Cheong 
Publicity and Publications Officer 

Embrace Dyslexia Dinner 
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meet the needs of their stakeholders. Finally, he 
thanked educators for making a difference in the 
lives of those with dyslexia. 
 
The guests enjoyed a sumptuous dinner buffet and 
also watched a performance by 14 students from 
various DAS Learning Centres.  These students 

performed a choral reading titled “Dyslexia and 
Me” which was adapted from a poem by Natalie 
J. Davies (see pg 53).   The poem depicted the 
troubles that individuals with dyslexia face in 
school and learning more about their strength and 
talents beneath.  The students recited their lines 
with gusto. 

Pictured (Left to Right)  Back Row:  Dr Thomas Sim, Louis Liow, Edward Yee, DAS CEO Lee Siang , DAS CFO Corina Lai, 
(Front Row):  Margaret West, Weng Foo Chua, Thomas West, Guest of Honour Mr Sam Tan, Minister of State, Prime 

Minister’s Office, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, DAS President Dr Jimmy Daruwalla. 
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The audience was blown away when the 
performers came together to read out the final line 
of the poem “Dyslexia is not everything and it 
doesn’t define me!” with a lot of heartfelt passion. 
The choral reading ended with a segment where 
local YouTube personality Dr Jiajia came on to 
strum his ukulele to “What A Wonderful World” 
and all the kids joined in to sing the chorus.  
 
The song was followed by an energetic dance 
item where they danced to the popular song by 
Pharrell Williams, “Happy”.  After practicing their 
dance for six weekends straight, the students 
danced flawlessly, showing off their enthusiasm 
with the upbeat tune.  It was extremely enjoyable 
to see the kids having so much fun on stage and 
the audience certainly thought so, giving them a 
huge round of applause when the dance ended. 
 
The kids appeared on stage for the last time that 
night to strut their stuff and showcase t-shirts 
specially designed for the Embrace Dyslexia 
campaign.  Each of these limited edition shirts 
featured colourful and vibrant designs and the 
students got to bring their favourite design home! 
They paraded the shirt they were wearing as the 
emcees introduced their names, interests and 
ambitions. Notable future professions included an 
author, aerospace engineer, actress, Member of 
Parliament (MP) and a DAS Educational Therapist 
to help dyslexic people achieve!  
 
Our Guest-of-Honour Mr Tan had to make an early 
leave due to prior appointments, but he made an 
impromptu speech before he left.  Lamenting that 
there wasn’t educational therapy for slow learners 
like himself when he was younger, he applauded 
DAS for making a remarkable effort to raise 
awareness and acceptance of dyslexia in the 
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Singapore community. He also praised the 
students wholeheartedly for their wonderful 
performances and told them to never give up on 
their dreams.  
 
Our Guest speaker for the evening was Mr 
Thomas West.  He shared with us his personal 
story of living with dyslexia and attributes that he 
has found in successful dyslexics that he has 
researched from all around the world. 
 
The Dinner ended on a high note as 18 guests 
won lucky draw prizes sponsored by supporters of 
the Embrace Dyslexia campaign. These prizes 
include dining vouchers from Hotel Jen and 
Shangri-La, Mitsubishi desk fans as well as gift 
vouchers from BooksActually paired with a signed 
copy of Thomas West’s book “In the Mind’s Eye”. 
We sincerely thank all our sponsors for their 
generous donations. 
 
The Embrace Dyslexia Committee would like to 
thank Mathana, Shobana and Soofrina for their 
tireless work in planning out the performances for 
the Dinner and working with each of the students 
in showcasing their strength to the best ability.  
We also thank the 14 students who gave time and 
energy in training hard for the performance items! 
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PETER 

SYAFIQ 

CHLOE 

HE XI 

KIARA 

CALEB 

JIN KANG 

AUDREY 

AFRIN 

YUKI

DANISH 

JEEVAN 

ARIEL 

JINSEN 
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I’m happy to join you tonight at this meaningful 
event.  I am standing here now, not so much to 
give a speech, but to share my story with you.   
 
LEARNING AND OVERCOMING DYSLEXIA  
 
Some of you may already know that I have some 
mild form of dyslexia too.  You cannot see it from 
where you are sitting, but the notes I have 
prepared in front of me are written in big fonts 
(font-size 20), the words are in bold and the lines 
are double-spaced.  In addition, the whole speech 
is punctuated with a highlighting pen, and certain 
difficult words are specially marked with dots 
below them.   
 
After years of dealing with my dyslexia, I still have 
to put in extra effort to prepare myself before 
speaking in front of an audience.  After hearing my 

experience, I hope you realise that you are not 
alone.  
  
But unlike many of our young friends today, who 
may know about their condition at a younger age, I 
didn’t know I was dyslexic till I entered university.  
There, I met a lecturer who understood the 
difficulties I had faced in school in my younger 
days.  He pulled me aside after class one day and 
told me that I was dyslexic.  I didn’t even know 
what dyslexia was at that time.  It was in 1979 
when few people had heard about this word, 
“dyslexia”. 
 
My lecturer suggested that I could overcome my 
dyslexia in English by attending classes at the 
university language lab daily, and pointed out that 
I could try recognising and pronouncing words by 
sound, colour or anything that I can relate to.   

“My Journey with Dyslexia” 
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From there, I picked up a technique where I 
followed the sound or rhythm of words.  If I get the 
rhythm right, I can read.  If I cannot, then it is 
difficult for me to complete the sentence, and then  
I have to re-write the sentence into something that 
fits into the rhythm.  
  
Before I learned about my condition and mastered 
the technique, I did not do well for my English 
throughout my early years of schooling.  I can 
achieve over 80-90 marks for Chinese and other 
subjects.  But no matter how hard I tried, my 
English grades were still poor.  I even failed my 
GCE ‘O’ level and ‘A’ level English Oral 
Examinations.  Back then, nobody in my family had 
a clue about dyslexia.  As a result, I had always 
got red marks for my English subject and I suffered 
many canings from my mother who was a very 
strict disciplinarian.  
  
As the great Chinese philosopher Lao Zi said more 
than 2,500 years ago “A thousand mile journey 
starts with the first step”.  I started my journey of 
overcoming dyslexia in 1979 and 35 years later, I 
am still continuing this journey as you can see from 
my script.  
  
EMBRACING DYSLEXIA  
 
Of course, caning was how many parents showed 
their care and hopes for their kids back then.  
Fortunately for many of the younger generation 
today, the cane is not used as much these days.  
But more importantly, there is now a greater 
awareness and help available for this children with 
dyslexia.  The fact that we have gathered here 
today to “Embrace Dyslexia”, reflects that mindset 
shift.   
  
Dyslexia is a form of learning difference that makes 
it very hard for people to read, write and/or spell. 
It has nothing to do with the person’s intelligence.   
I mentioned about the lecturer who told me about 
dyslexia and helped me overcome my condition.  
Till today, I am very grateful to him.  So parents 
with dyslexic kids, you too can be like my lecturer, 
and help your child overcome their condition.  
  
Just three days ago, a parent wrote an email to me 
saying that his son has just been assessed to be 
possibly dyslexic.  He was concerned and worried 
like any other parent would about his future.  He 
wanted to know how I could share information and 
ideas with him so that he and his wife would be 
able to help their son cope with his learning.   
 

I told this father that we must adopt a right mindset 
when dealing with dyslexia.  Firstly, dyslexia is not 
a disability, it’s just that a person with this condition 
needs to find a different method of learning and 
reading.  I also suggested the parent to approach 
DAS for assistance as DAS conducts many 
programmes and has the professionals who can 
provide useful advice and suggestions.  I finally 
shared with this parent that the journey of 
overcoming dyslexia can be long and winding, but 
he and his wife must believe in their son and that 
he can overcome the condition.  If they do then 
their son will believe in himself and with this firm 
belief, he can go farther than anyone can imagine.  
  
I ended my email with this sentence - “Someone 
ever said this: ‘He who does not hope to win has 
already lost’.  So it’s crucial that you and your wife 
must always have the hope that your son will 
overcome the condition and do just as well as any 
other person in life.  If both of you hold up the 
hope, your son will succeed one day.”  
  
So, to the audience here and the people out there, 
don’t keep it to yourself.  It’s quite a common 
condition to many people.  If you are dyslexic, you 
have many “lecturers” at Dyslexia Association of 
Singapore (DAS) who are ready to listen to your 
needs, and help you face your challenges.  
  
I therefore want to take this opportunity to thank all 
our teachers and educators.  With more people like 
you and groups like DAS around today, those of us 
with dyslexia can have a better quality of life.  You 
have made a difference in our lives.   
 

* Mr Tan’s speech can be viewed on the DAS YouTube Channel 
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As we all know, the only natural resource 
available to us in Singapore is human capital and 
we cannot afford to let even a single child fall by 
the wayside not only because of an inability to 
read or write but because dyslexia also has 
several positive aspects as well and we need to 
nurture these qualities. 
 
The incidence of dyslexia in the general 
population varies from 3-10% with at least 3% 
requiring remediation.  Because of their 
extraordinary abilities people with dyslexia can 
contribute meaningfully to society.  It has been 
known for some time that dyslexic business 
people are more likely to succeed as 
entrepreneurs and studies have confirmed why 
this is the case. 
 
Professor Julie Logan, Cass Business School in 
London found the incidence of dyslexia to be 20% 
in British entrepreneurs in 2001 and a 
“staggering” 35% when she did the study of 139 
business owners in USA in 2007.  Unfortunately 
such a study has not been conducted on business 
owners in Singapore, and maybe it should. 
 
Dyslexics are more likely to become self-made 
millionaires when compared to their non-dyslexic 
counterparts and more likely to own multiple 
businesses. 
 
They have the ability to see the big picture, 
without being bogged down in the details.  They 
have the drive and determination to succeed 
where others would give up since they have been 

used to failure in their earlier days and have 
developed creative solutions to the problems they 
face. 
 
They may not be good at reading, but they learn 
to read people and are good at choosing the 
best person to help them and readily delegate 
responsibilities to others who have better skill sets 
than themselves.  Whereas a non-dyslexic 
believes in doing everything himself.  They have 
mastered the art of verbal communication, which 
is so important in doing business - and in 
employee relations it was found that the turnover 
rate is lower than businesses run by non-dyslexics. 
 
It is well known that a business succeeds or fails 
not because of the money that is put into it, but 
the ideas behind it.  Professor Logan showed that 
those who have dyslexia are more creative than 
those who do not have dyslexia.  They are 
creative thinkers, a skill they have mastered in 
order to cope with their personal struggles.  They 
can come up quickly with the best solution to a 
problem, or the right words to say to customers 
and investors.  
 
It is very obvious that if 35% of all successful 
entrepreneurs never began their businesses, we 
would have missed out on so many good 
technologies and ideas. 
 
Is dyslexia an Asset or Handicap?  Dr Sally 
Shaywitz, Pediatric Neurologist at Yale University 
feels it should be evaluated as an asset, not just 
a handicap.  

“Why should we 

Embrace Dyslexia  

in Singapore?” 
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She says, “I want people to wish they were 
dyslexic”.  Dyslexics are not able to achieve their 
true potential because they have negotiate the 
education system.  She is trying to change the 
way dyslexia is viewed in the educational system 
and the business world too.  
 
Another person who has taken a keen interest in 
the education system is Sir Jackie Stewart, the 
famous three time Formula 1 champion.  He was 
diagnosed as being dyslexic at age of 41!  He 
dropped out of school because he was so 
humiliated when he was asked to read in front of 
the entire class and when he failed he thought he 
was dumb and stupid.  But he found something 
he was good at – car racing.  He became an 
activist for ‘Dyslexia Scotland’.  Thanks to this 
group, Scotland is now the first country in the 
world to demand training in learning disabilities 
as part of all new teacher training.  
 
When Jackie visited us he mentioned that change 
in Scotland had taken a long time, and admitted 
to knocking some heads together to get the 
changes in Scotland.  To quote his own words –
“Some people still don’t see the potential in 
learning disabled students and would just as 
soon write them off.”  Would you believe it if I 
told you that besides being knighted he was the 
recipient of eight honorary doctorates and a 
professorship! 
 
I am also of the opinion that dyslexia is a “hidden” 
asset and not a handicap.  The difference between 
a child that goes undiagnosed, and another that is 
diagnosed and has specific remediation can be 
dramatic.  We have witnessed this at the DAS 
annual graduation ceremony of our students.  
 
Professor Logan’s study also showed the 
importance of a mentor and how important it had 
been for someone to “believe in you in school”.  
A few words of encouragement can sometimes 
tip the scales between failure and success.  
 
An excellent example is Dr Carol Greider.  Out of 
13 schools she applied for only two accepted her 
– Cal Tec and U.C. Berkeley.  She selected 
Berkeley and in 2009 was one of three winners of 
the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. 
 
Parents of dyslexic children still find this to be 
quite a burden to bear and this is compounded 
by the negative perception in Singapore.  We are 
not asking our children to do their own best but 

to be THE best.  The doctrine of education 
appears to compete.  The majority of our children 
are being led to believe that they are doomed to 
failure in a world, which has room only for those 
at the top.   
 
But what is wrong in being average and being 
either second or third best?  Our children are 
subjected to tuitions at a very young age, which 
has led to a multi-million dollar industry in 
Singapore.  Parents do not want their child to fail 
and want them to be perfect because of this 
“kiasuism” which is so prevalent in Singapore.  I 
wonder why adults expect perfection from 
children.  Few grownups can get through a whole 
day without making a mistake. 
 
DAS hopes to change the way Singaporeans look 
at dyslexia and highlight the potential hidden 
and extraordinary assets of someone with a 
learning difference. 
 
In my humble opinion, the aim of education 
should be to teach us how to think rather than 
what to think.  Dr Sally Shaywitz emphasised that, 
“We need to train executives to recognise 
‘Outside-the-Box’ thinkers who don’t perform well 
on standardised tests.” 
 
There is a long list of successful dyslexics in every 
field.  To name a few successful dyslexic 
entrepreneurs; Richard Branson, Henry Ford, 
Ingvar Kamprad (IKEA), Charles Schwab, Kerry 
Packer, William Hewlett (HP), Steve Jobs, Steven 
Spielberg, Craig McCaw (Cellular), Nelson 
Rockefeller, Paul Orfalea (FedexKinko), are proof 
of the hidden assets they possessed which made 
them millionaires.  As Paul Orfalea mentions in 
his book, “I think everyone should have dyslexia 
and ADHD.” 
 
You may ask, “Why am I highlighting these 
entrepreneurs?” 
 
Singapore has been given the highest rating in 
the world for its business friendly environment.  
Singapore has its share of local entrepreneurs 
but if we could only focus more on the strengths 
rather than the weaknesses of people wth 
dyslexia, can you imagine how many more 
successful millionaire entrepreneurs we could 
have in this country, and perhaps someday even 
a recipient of the Nobel Prize, not forgetting that 
the Father of this Nation, Mr Lee Kuan Yew is also 
mildly dyslexic. 

* Mr Daruwalla’s speech can be viewed on the DAS YouTube Channel 
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The Embrace Dyslexia Seminar was held at NTUC 
on 20 November with an overwhelming crowd of 
350 people in attendance.  There were many 
parents, educators as well as invited guests who 
joined us for a full day of talks where they learned 
more about helping young students with dyslexia. 
We welcomed our keynote speaker, Thomas West 
(pictured below), who had flown in especially from 
the United States to share his research and own 
experiences with dyslexia. 

Thomas, after being diagnosed with dyslexia at 
the age of 41, started researching into the 
strengths of people with dyslexia.  His special 
interest is the visual abilities that dyslexics possess, 
allowing them to see things that others cannot or 
do not see.   
 
His presentation focused on dyslexics who have 
contributed immensely to the world of science, 
making new discoveries through their unique visual 
capabilities. An interesting titbit that Thomas 
shared was that the legendary dinosaur movie 
Jurassic Park was based on discoveries and 
research done by paleontologist Jack Horner who 
has dyslexia. 
 
Other speakers who presented at the event 
included Mr Chua Weng Foo, the father of little 
DAS celebrity Dr. Jiajia who has been making 
waves on YouTube and on our television screens. 
Mr Chua gave a humorous and engaging talk on 
parenting a child with dyslexia and his own 
journey from being a strict straight-A father to a 
relaxed dad who lets his kids learn at their own 
pace.  A particularly memorable line he said was 
that the family celebrates small successes, helping 
each other take small steps to achieving larger 
goals, which strengthened their family bond.   
 
Mr Chua’s presentation was extremely well-
received by the participants at the seminar, with 

By Cheryl Cheong 
Publicity and Publications Officer 

Embrace Dyslexia Seminar 
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many praising his cheerful and positive attitude to 
coping with a son that learns at the speed of a 
snail. 
 
We also had presentations by DAS staff who 
shared their expertise on enhancing the learning 
of students with dyslexia. These were relevant for 
the parents and educators in our midst.  
 
Dr Thomas Sim of the DAS Academy gave tips on 
note-taking which would be helpful for students with 
dyslexia as they often find it hard to keep up 
during class time. Although it differs from person to 
person, research has shown that it is generally 
easier for dyslexics to read sans-serif fonts (e.g. 
Arial or Calibri) rather than serif fonts (e.g. Times 

New Roman). These tips would be helpful for 
educators in imparting knowledge to students with 
dyslexia. 
 
Nor Ashraf Samsudin, Director of Specialised 
Educational Services (SES) shared techniques on 
setting realistic goals and how to make it 

challenging yet achievable.  He emphasised on 
creating good habits in order to achieve goals 
successfully. A simple thing such as making it a 
morning routine to say an encouraging message 
to yourself in the mirror can go a long way in 
bolstering confidence and self-esteem. 
 
Geetha Shantha Ram, Director of the MOE-Aided 
DAS Literacy Programme (MAP), gave a 
presentation on the Integrated Curriculum that 
was designed by DAS and showcased aspects of 
the programme that has proven highly effective in 
enhancing the literacy of students. Over the years, 
modifications have been made to the methods 
that DAS used to support our students so that they 
can enjoy learning more even if learning literacy 
is challenging. 
 
We also had Michelle-Lynn Yap, Director of 
Continuing Professional Development in DAS 
Academy, who gave a presentation on dyslexia 
and its effects on the way dyslexics function. She 
also spoke on how we should all take the first 
step to embrace dyslexia by accepting it. It was 
reiterated that a small step by one person such as 
accepting dyslexia (and diversity) in any way 
possible, is akin to one giant leap for mankind in 
embracing differences. 
 
Thomas West gave a second presentation titled 
“The Power of Dyslexic Visual Thinkers with 
Computer Data Visualisation” where he discussed 
about dyslexic entrepreneurs, such as Richard 
Branson, Craig McCaw and Babara Corcoran who 
have made their mark on the corporate 
landscape.  
 
 

Pictured below (Left to Right) Nor Ashraf Samsudin,  
Dr Thomas Sim, Geetha Shantha Ram and  

Michelle-Lynn Yap. 

Pictured above:  Inspiring presenter, Mr Chua Weng Foo, 
father of Dr Jiajia (Jin Sen) who learns at a ‘snails pace’. 



 60 

 

Co
ve

r 
St

o
ry

 

Pictured above:  Josiah Ng 

 
The Embrace Dyslexia Seminar also saw a preview 
of the Personal Stories book that will be published 
in 2015.  A short compilation of stories written by 
various individuals with dyslexia in Singapore was 
produced for this event.  There were many 
interesting stories in the book and I certainly 
enjoyed reading all of them. It is extremely 
inspiring to know these stories and get to chat with 
some of the authors. These individuals showed us 
that despite failing tests and exams in school, with 
perseverance and determination, talents and 
strengths are still able to shine through.  
 
DAS invited five of the authors to join us at the 
seminar and share their stories. A one page 
summary of their stories can be found in the 
Applause section of FACETS (pgs 34-39).  These 
individuals, all in different stages of their lives, 
opened up about their challenges in reading, 
spelling and also speech impairment.  They speak 
out about their stories in hope of encouraging 
individuals with dyslexia, young and old, to 
embrace dyslexia despite the challenges that 
accompany this learning difference. 
 
Josiah Ng is a filmmaker and manages his own 
production company.  The charismatic 26-year old 
shared about writing his name incorrectly all his 
life, and still having to make an effort to remember 
his left from his right at 26 years of age.  At the 
beginning of his presentation, he talked about his 
favourite superhero Spiderman and how Peter 
Parker was bullied and laughed at for being 
weird.  Having dyslexia was just another form of 
weirdness, he said, true greatness starts when you 
embrace it. “Your weird is your superpower.” 
 
 

Pictured Left to Right Edward Yee, Louis Liow & Rini Tan. 

 
Rini Tan was a former recipient of the DAS Young 
Achiever Award when it first started in 2011. She 
shared about how she finally learnt to write her full 
name at 12 years old, just in time for the PSLE 
exam.  Rini also had difficulty with recognising 
places and landmarks, so her parents did not 
dare to let her travel alone. It was only with her 
parents’ strong support and performing ballet that 
her self-esteem and confidence increased to try 
new things. 
 
Louis Liow is a student currently undertaking a 
concurrent degree programme at the National 
University of Singapore.  He spoke about how 
everyone has a different method of coping with 
dyslexia and at his peak; he went to school only to 
mark his attendance and then spent the entire day 
in a quiet corner of school to study by himself. 
Being an athlete, Louis understands the need for 
sacrifice if you want to achieve great things; he 
sleeps an average of 4 hours every night.  His 
main message was to have the drive and hunger 
to attain your goal, because success does not 
come from doing things in moderation. 
 
Edward Yee is a National Serviceman who will be 
studying in NTU next year. He told his story of how 
having dyslexia made him realise his other gifts 
even as he struggled academically. His advice to 
other individuals with dyslexia was to read widely; 
do not let the difficulty of reading hinder them 
from gaining knowledge. Edward finished with the 
line: “I believe I am where I am today because of 
my dyslexia, not despite of it.” 
 
Robin Chan is a 50-year old academic awaiting 
approval of his PHD thesis.  In his story, he shed 
light on how children with learning differences 
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were perceived as stupid and deliberately not 
working hard enough.  Although Robin (pictured 
right) was diagnosed with dyslexia in his late 20’s, 
he never had the courage to tell people that he 
had a learning disability as he feared being 
pitied and ostracized.  It was heartening to know 
that through chatting with Deborah Hewes from 
DAS that he finally accepted and embraced the 
strengths that dyslexia gave him. At the end of his 
talk, Robin proudly proclaimed ”I am tis-less-sick”.    
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Participants were surprised when the lights suddenly 
went out after lunch. It turned out to be a 
performance by 28 students in the Speech and 
Drama Arts programme who put on a skit entitled 
Castaway.  The skit was about 4 children who were 
marooned on an island and faced the threats of 
natives and encroaching pirates. The performers, 
who delivered their lines perfectly, received a 
thunderous round of applause from the audience.  
 

Pictured above:  Performing at NTUC Auditorium was 
exciting for our 28 DAS Speech and Drama students  
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Participants at the Embrace Dyslexia Seminar 
were treated to a spectacular sight as the seminar 
presentations were illustrated right before their 
eyes!  Bernie Quah, a graphic recorder from local 
company SketchPost, drew all the main points of 
each presentation LIVE!  
 
Bernie illustrated each presentation, sketching out 
summaries complete with caricatures and 
interesting quotes.  Considering each presentation 
was 45 minutes long on average, the incredible 
Bernie had to finish her artwork in time for the 
next presenter.  There were 8 presentations in all; 
imagine drawing almost non-stop for all of them! 
 
The audience were enthralled with her 
imaginative sketches and quick handiwork.  Bernie 
and her boards were situated at the side of the 
stage, allowing the audience to see her live 
illustration of the presentations. With just a couple 
of markers, the amazing Bernie transformed a 
blank board into a graphic summary of the 
presentation. 
 
At each intermission the boards were exhibited. 
There were quite a few participants who waited 
eagerly at the lobby for Bernie to put the finishing 
touches on the boards and display them. After the 
boards were put up, many participants jostled to 
take photos and selfies with the boards. 
 
We thank Bernie and SketchPost for the visual 
recording of the seminar presentations. Do check 
out their social media pages to see more of their 
incredible artwork. 

Photos of the boards can be seen in our photo gallery 
www.das.org.sg/news-events/photo-gallery  

and on our Facebook page 
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The MOE-aided Literacy (MAP) Advanced 
Secondary Syllabus took its first step last year when 
a group of eight students attended the programme 
for five consecutive weeks in October and 
November.  
 
Students were exposed to various learning 
experiences that included a mini-lecture discussion, 
demonstrations, role play and cooperative 
learning.   
 
Each session was specifically tailored to the needs 
of these students.  Sessions consisted of various 
aspects of tertiary education preparation such as: 
 

 Language used interact socially  
(e.g. Body language) 

 Language used to learn and inform  
(e.g. Learning goals, giving opinions) 

 Language used to explain  
(e.g. Organising and presenting 

information, visual concepts and data) 
 Language used to persuade  

(e.g. Appealing to audience) 
 Language used to express  

(e.g. Oral presentation skills, Supporting 
views with visuals) 

 Language used to communicate for work 
(e.g. Writing a resume, cover letter and 
filling in forms, interview skills) 

 Language used to relay information  
(e.g. Report writing) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAP Advanced Secondary Syl labus Programme 
Pilot Project Outcomes 

By Bhavani Jeganathan  
Curriculum Manager, Senior Educational Therapist 

Rex Learning Centre 

Pictured above, left to right: Starlynn Goh (Our Ex-DAS 
student), Tien Siang, Trixie, Gautham, Teresa, Haneef, 

Keshvinn, Adli, Teacher Karen Wong Tsing Tsing.   
Pictured right:  Keshvinn presenting 



 71 

 

 

Ed
u

catio
n

 Exch
an

g
e 

Students had the opportunity to present for best 
presentations.  They displayed great enthusiasm 
when tasked to all learning activities.  
 
Students were presented with testimonials at the 
end of the last lesson by Educational Therapist 
Karen Sing Sing.  Karen made a special visit all 
the way to Rex Learning Centre to be with her 
students for the last session. 
 
Our ex-DAS student “Starlynn Goh” was invited as 
a guest speaker for the last lesson.  Starlynn 
graduated from the DAS in 2010.  She has surely 
strived and attained many milestones in her life. 
Starlynn proved to be a great motivator to many 
of these students as she shared her learning 
experience of having gone through the ITE and 
the Polytechnic.  She had successfully completed 
ITE’s Business Studies (Service management) and 
eventually topped ITE to qualify for Polytechnic.  

She is currently pursuing a Diploma in Business 
management (specialising in supply chain 
management and international business) and will 
be graduating from the course April 2015. 
Starlynn Goh had a dialogue session with the 
students. 
 
The Advanced Secondary Syllabus was a great 
success as all students learnt the various aspects 
of tertiary education.  I wish them a successful 
future.  
 
 
 
 

Our students presenting, bottom left: Haneef, Trixie, 
Tien Siang.  Above: Teresa and Gautham.   

 
Below: Starlynn Goh  our Ex-DAS student. 



 72 

 

Ed
u

ca
ti

o
n

 E
xc

h
an

g
e 

Research has shown that the use of good (and 
rich) metaphors stimulate parts of brain 
development.  Engaging young children in 
dialogue, creating rich conversation, enhances 
communicative language development. 
Kindergarteners in DAS preschool literacy 
programme recently had an enriching (and fun) 
time with the new pilot Social Emotional Literacy 
(SEL) kit developed by interns from Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic in collaboration with DAS Preschool 
Programme. 
 
Social Emotional Literacy (SEL) is a process, 
defined by CASEL (2014) , where ‘children and 
adults acquire and effectively apply the 
knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to 

Kids in Dialogue 

By Wong Kah Lai  
Manager Preschool Programme 

Christmassy 

“How do you feel today?” 

How do you 

feel today? 

OK 
OK  

 

Happy 

So-so 

Pictured Above: Kimberly expressed that she was feeling 
'Christmassy'. When asked why, she replied that  

Christmas was coming soon!  
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understand and manage emotions, set and 
achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for 
others, establish and maintain positive 
relationships, and make responsible decisions’. In 
short, it is about using emotional intelligence as a 
pivot for academic learning and a navigation tool 
to navigate the social ecosystem amongst 
classmates, friends and peers within and outside 
of school.  
 
The new SEL kit does not replace our existing 
literacy curriculum.  It is embedded into our 
literacy intervention programme.   
 
SEL complements our early literacy intervention 
efforts whilst shoring against known challenges 
faced by children with dyslexia in their primary 
and secondary school years.   
 
We hope to arrest the snowball of low self esteem, 
anxiety and stress, frustration associated with 
learning from avalanching into potential 
depression and withdrawn behaviour with SEL at 
the beginning, and throughout the course of our 
literacy intervention efforts.  

I feel wonderfully 

butterfly-ery 
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Preschool 

Seminar 
Saturday 

25 April 2015 
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Specialise ducational Services (SES) is a division of the  

Dyslexia Association of Singapore 
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RETA MEMBERSHIP 

Benefits of being a member: 

 A $100 welcome gift voucher for DAS Academy workshops and courses* 

 10% member discount on Assistive Technology resources 
 10% member discount on DAS Academy resources 
 Access to DAS Academy library 
 Opportunity to be listed on the RETA website for private consultation 
 RETA Chronicles, the members only, bi-annual newsletter 
 Invitation to workshops/talks/sharing sessions by guest speakers or other RETA members 

* Terms and Conditions apply 

RETA 
73 Bukit Timah Road 
#05-01 Rex House  
Singapore 229832 

6336 2555 
www.reta.sg  
info@reta.sg 

Are you an Educational Therapist who would like professional recognition? 



 99 

 

 

Stu
d

en
t G

allery 

Student Gal lery 
by: Wan Fatin Farzana Binte Wan Amir 
Age: 14 years old—Secondary 2 
Submitted by Safinah Hassan, Senior Educational Therapist, Jurong Point Learning Centre.  
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Submitted by Choo Ling Fong 
Speech and Language Therapist 
Parkway Parade Learning Centre 
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Star Wars Rebel by Marcus Vincent Siah, 10 years old  
Submitted by Pratyusha Sridhar, Senior Educational Therapist Jurong Point Learning Centre 

UFO by Cadenn Liau Primary 4  
Submitted by Karen Wong, Senior Educational Therapist 
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Reflection on the River Safari excursion by Parkway Parade 
students, Lester Teo, Nathanial Tan and Shao Yung. 

Submitted by Chris Chia, Centre Manager  
Parkway Parade Learning Centre 
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How to complete your GIRO Application 

You only need to complete PART 1 of the GIRO form.   

Billing Organisation:    
 

DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE  
Date: 

Please insert the current date or the date 
this GIRO is to take effect.   

Donor Details: Donor Bank Details: 

Name: 
Please print in clear letters your full name and 
underline your surname. 

Financial 
Institution: 

The name of your Financial Institution where 
the GIRO debit will be activated from.  

NRIC: 
We require your NRIC so that we can send you a 
tax receipt for your kind donation.  All donations 
to DAS attract a 2.5 times tax receipt. 

Branch: 
The Branch of the Financial Institution where 
your account is held. Eg. Orchard Branch. 

Address: 
The address where we can contact you about 
this GIRO and send your tax receipt. 

Account 
Name: 

The account holders name where the GIRO 
will be deducted. 

Contact No: 
Your phone number where we can contact you 
for enquires about this GIRO.  

Account 
Number: 

The Bank account number where the GIRO 
will be deducted. 

Email: 
Your email address where we can contact you 
for enquires about this GIRO. 

Donation 
Amount: 

The amount that you would like to donate 
each month to DAS. 

Terms and Conditions of the GIRO 
 

1. I/We hereby instruct you to process the Billing Organisation’s instructions to debit my/our account. 
2. You are entitled to reject the Billing Organisation’s debit instruction if my/our account does not have sufficient funds and charge 

me/us a fee for this.  You may also at your discretion allow the debit even if this results in an overdraft on the account and impose 
charge accordingly. 

3. This authorisation will remain in force until terminated by your written notice sent to my/our address last known to you or upon 
receipt of my/our written revocation through the Billing Organisation. 

Signature(s): 
The signature (s) or thumbprint (s)  as per your Financial Institutions records held for the account.   
Please note:  For Thumbprints, please go to the branch with your identification.  

Please return the completed GIRO application form to the above address or to any of our  
DAS Learning Centres.  You will be notified by post when this GIRO arrangement is activated.  

We thank you for your kind support and generosity. 

Give the Gift of Education 
Your Donation Will Change a Child’s Life 

 

Of the DAS’ student population, almost 40% receive part or full waiver of their fees in 
view of their family’s financial circumstances. In our continuous effort to provide the 
necessary support to dyslexic Singaporeans, the DAS regularly incurs annual 
operating deficits in the hundreds of thousands of dollars, even with assistance 
from the Ministry of Education’s funding on a per capita basis. It is through public 

donations that we have been able to reduce this deficit.   

Thank you for considering a monthly donation plan by GIRO  
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1 Jurong West Central 2 
#05-01 Jurong Point 
Singapore  628886 

T: +65 6444 5700   
F:  +65 6444 7900 

Email:  info@das.org.sg 

Donation Form — GIRO Application 

PART 1:  For the Applicant’s Completion:  (See notes about completing this form overleaf) 

Billing Organisation:    
 

DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE  
Date:  

Donor Details: Donor Bank Details: 

Name:  
Financial 
Institution: 

 

NRIC:  Branch:  

Address:  
Account 
Name: 

 

Contact No:  
Account 
Number: 

 

Email:  
Donation 
Amount: 

 

1. I/We hereby instruct you to process the Billing Organisation’s instructions to debit my/our account. 
2. You are entitled to reject the Billing Organisation’s debit instruction if my/our account does not have sufficient funds and charge me/us a fee for this.  

You may also at your discretion allow the debit even if this results in an overdraft on the account and impose charge accordingly. 
3. This authorisation will remain in force until terminated by your written notice sent to my/our address last known to you or upon receipt of my/our 

written revocation through the Billing Organisation. 

Signature(s):  

Part 2:  For the Billing Organisation’s Completion 

 

Bank Branch Billing Organisation’s Account No. 
 

Billing Organisation’s Customer Reference No. 

7 3 3 9 5 0 1 8 5 4 4 1 8 0 0 1                

 

Bank Branch Account Number to be Debited  GIRO Amount      

                       . 0 0      

 

Part 3:  For Financial Institution’s Completion 

To:  Dyslexia Association of Singapore, 1 Jurong West Central 2, #05-01 Jurong Point, Singapore 648886 

This Application is hereby REJECTED (please tick) for the following reasons (s): 

 
Signature/Thumbprint* differed 
from Financial Institution’s records  

 
Signature/ Thumbprint* is 
incomplete or unclear 

 Wrong Account Number  

 
Account operated by Signature/
Thumbprint* 

 
Amendments not countersigned 
by applicant 

 Other: ___________________________   

 

* Delete where applicable 

  

 

  

Name of Approving Officer  Authorised Signature and Stamp of Financial Institution     Date   
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Grab one today! 
 

www.dasacademy.edu.sg/teaching-tools/assistive-technology-resources 

 
 
Nessy Fingers is a powerful way to 
improve  spelling by developing 
your memory for movement. 
 
Age: 8+ years 
 

$45.00 for single user license  

 
 
Nessy Learning Programme  
enables all abilities to read,  
write and spell with confidence. 
 

Age: 5 – 15 years 

  
$225.00 for single user license 

Word Shark 4 combines the  
excitement of computer games 
with the serious task of learning  
to read and spell. 
 
 

Age: 5 – 15 years 

  
$128.00 for single user license  

Number Shark 4 teaches and  
reinforces numeracy using  
45 carefully designed games, 
with over 500 topics to choose 
from. 
 

Age: 5 – 16 years 

  
$108.00 for single user license 

MindGenius 4 is ideal for students 
of all ages in planning essays,  
projects and reports as well as 
organising study notes and  
revising for exams. 
 

Age: Above 12 years 

  
$135.00 for single user license 

Clicker 6 is an award winning  
literacy tool that enables  
students of all abilities to  
significantly develop their  
reading and writing skills. 
 

Age: Above 5 years 

  
$170.00 for single user license 

ClaroRead  is a text-to-speech  
software integrated closely with 
Microsoft Word that supports  
individuals struggling with  
reading and writing. 
 

Age: Above 5 years 

  
$326.00 for single user license 

Global AutoCorrect is a discreet 
software tool that assists people 
with literacy difficulties by  
automatically correcting your 
spelling as you type. 
 
Age:  All Ages 
 
$119.00 for single user license 

All DAS Parents will receive a 5% discount (All prices are subject to change) 




